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CONFIDENTIAL 


Var Diary 
Captain U-boats Italy 
The War Diary. of Captain U-boats Italy contains 
in the daily entries events from 0800 on the 
Cumrenceday whtil ©8300 the following day. 
Contents 
iP eee -poet positions at O800 according to 


naval grid squares. If positions are 
ecuiew mince, Woced Ome reports etc., they 


mee Underlined. 


b) U-boats homeward and outward bound from 
C600 Go 0500), 


Il. Air reconnaissance: 
a) Western Mediterranean, 
* b) Eastern Mediterranean. 
The boundary is the line from Cape Bon to 
Soneeaeley 
Til. Reports on the enemy: 
a) By U-boats. 
DWE air reconnaissance, 
2) By radio intercept service, 
cme y Calas. Stations. 
IV. Current U-boat Operations: 
a) Definite and limited operations. 
b) General operations. 
V, a) Successes, 
b) Losses. 
VI. General Gee ene 
a) Operations, 


b) Basesrete, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Var diary of Captain U-boats on the Staff 


of Flag Officer, German Naval Command Italy 


Captain U-boats.=- [tue Cams Osman 


&. Division of Command 
1) A "Captain U-boats" has been appointed to the 
Steff of Flag Officer, German Naval Comma 
Italy, to be Known officially as "“Capicaam 
U-bhoats Italy". In his personnel capacity he is 
to be incorporated in the Staff of the Flag 
Op Encem, 


2) In his capacity as commander of the U-boat 
flotillas, Captain U-boats Italy is sub@Ra ia 
a) to Flag Officer German Naval Command Italy 
as regards operations 
b) to C-insC. U-boats as regards adminisunermaama 


3) The following flotillas are under commandmer 
Captain U-boats Italy: 
a) The 23rd U-boat Flotilla at Salamis 
b) The 29th U-boat Flotilla at Greziae 


‘ 4) Captain U-boats Italy is vested with disciplinary 
authority in accordance with para.22 of the Naval 
Disciplinary Penal Order, at 


B. Assignments 
Captain U-boats Italy, will command the U-boats under 
him operationally in accordance with the directions 
and orders of the Flag Officer German Naval Command 
and administratively in accordance with orders from 
Cein=C, U-boats. 
Note: The war diary of the first weeks contains only 
the most important plans and these only in code 
words. There was no time for its exact compiles 


C. Position at the beginning of December 
1) Hastern Mediterranean 
Operational command of the boats operating there 
through the Naval Command Italy. Tactical command 
through 8.0. 23rd U-boat Flotilla Salamieue= 
Lt, Frauenheim, 


2) Nestern Mediterranean 
Operational and tactical command through C#ineC, 
U-boats, based in “estern France. 


3) Intentions: ~ to transfer command of the whole 
.-editerranean to Naval Command Italy as soon as 
possible, Hence the appointment of a Captain 
U-boats to the staff of German Naval Command 
italy; also to create a U-boat base in the 

estern Mediterranean. Spezia is in process of 
CONStTLUCTIOM tomers purpose, 


(Sd.)  Oenhtene 
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1200. Assumption of Command by German Naval Command Italy. 


A, Disposition of U-boats: 
. In operational areas: 
a) Eastern Mediterranean 
U431 
W565 
U562 
ey 
b) Western Mediterranean 
ove 


U4.53- 


-e) Proceeding to Eastern Mediterranean 
"208 
USES 
U374 - 
UR 


U652 


d) Proceeding to Western Mediterranean 
u375 


e) Returning to Spezia 
~~ USI 
U2CG = 


f) For special operation with Admiral Aegean 
Coe Persie interception of Russian 
: tankers) 


e) Jn bases 
oe Celemiee= U75> 


Spezia - None 
h) Expected’from the Atlantic in the near future 
U74 | : 


Wa? 
U569 
U4 32 


ae Command 


a) Eastern Mediterranean 
Tactical command remains with S.0, 23rd U-boat 
Wlorm Mer oonste communications organization 
necessary for a:direct command of the Hastern 
Mediterranean from Rome is still in process of 
Comeurvic On, } 
b) Western Mediterranean 
Direct tactical -command from Rome assisted by 
the large radio stations of C-in-C, U-boats in 
Western France, 


my 
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on 


d) 


e) 


ia) 


gz) 


Fosipion 20 Demies 

Sclamis - dockysrd capacity 1 Greed 
camel Tone CusSiy. 

Spezia - dockyard capacity for™4 = 6 Deeme 
simi tanecusiy. 

Taking as a basis the proportion of 1 Gigiauame 
sea to 1 boat in port, at present ja tCGauamam 
16 - 20 boats can be .based in Mediterrameass 
bases. 


we me ee 


Var Staff lst Division and 2042/41 M@SGNeee =a, 
S.0.s only of 29 November permanent OGG ae 
of the ettack ereas will be as follows: 

190 Boats -in Eestern Mediterranean 

15 Boats east and west of Gibralweg 
in a ratio of 8 to 7, that is,;therouaaums 
always be 18 U-boats cperating in the 
Mediterranean. 


As in the present circumstances the (ilii@ssaaamss 
strength of German U-boats operating in tie 
Mediterranean depends mainly on the position 
at the bases, special attention must Gauges 
to the preparation of more dockyard [acumen 
For this purpose a series of conferences fas 
taken place between the representatives of the 
German Neval Command, Naval War Staff (U=boags) 
ang Supermarina and their findings Arewieaees 
incorporcatcd in the memoranda attached 
appendices, Appendix 1, 
in setting up the base et Spezia, dil tem ame 
arose between the German Constructions@@maams 
ssion (Inspectorate) and the Italian (peewee 
After examining the causes, Flag Officer, 
German Neval Command, taking into COMSaGe i =aesem 
the special conditions, established the 
regulation attached in Appendix 2, (tONmiaamess 
the Italian Navy agréed, 
Germany was Torced to oppose the intemtaeimues 
the Italian Navy, to transfer those of jG 
U-boats which are still in the Atlanticu@aeee 
Bordeaux) to the Mediterranean, as this would 
have further aggravated the already difficult 
dockyard situation. The reasons are se@umeuss 
in detail in Appengaee. 
Overational areas 
The areas arranged With the Italian | Nave 
operational ereas for German U-boats arez= 

a) Bestsrn Mediterranean: area between 

meridians 23° 30! BE, and 312° E,’ eeu 


of 33° Ww. 
b) western mediterranean: aree wesumem - 
3 ar 


Gemere |] sSipUeueoa, 

Of primary importance is the protection sem 
our supplies for North Africa, which Wiel 
taken in single steamers and small convoys 
through the area between 13° and 239° ne 
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principally between 18° and 22°. Our own 
situation in North Africa is tense because of 
Cieemevities Of supply, A very small amount 

of supplies is taken to Bardia in Italian 
transport U-boats., In.the central Mediterranean 
(eemmticebalGish have alr superiority. The 
enemy, by virtue of great activity has largely 
succeeded in commanding the position at sea. 
They have bases at Alexandria and Malta. 

Enemy traffic through the Mediterranean in 
Pupe@ast-West direction still continues, even 
iPmmoiehmue ony ereat extent. It is probably 
concerned exclusively with military supplies. 
iecae facsuern Wediterranean, the greater 

part of the supplies for the enemy African 
Peo nct@ eo by soa, En this traffic mostily 
small to very small’ ships and vessels operate. 


h) Anti-submerine measures 
Anti-submarine activity is nermitted at all 
times in the Italian coasta. waters and the 
See ee etice tne islands and the mainland, 
Unless there is specific restriction 
announced, 


1) German U-boat ‘operations are concentrated 
against enemy supply traffic from Alexandria 
Pemuemonemy Olees Of the African coast, 
especially Tobruk. The Italian U-boats 
Oe wemeroide Ge German operational areas, 
Peaep ily in the Crete—-North Africa area, 
east of Malta end west of Sardinia. Joint 
planning of U-boat operations is intended 
iG Gees) Connection it is intended to 
N@erctve 2 Ceiinite local separation between 
German and Italian U-boats, yet to make 

. mutual assistance possible by suitable 
Grelocation. 


8 ~- 11 December 
For the time being our U-boats are being 
Come meme we Or, LObruk: Owing to the 
Ge epicnt ol Ghe situation in North Airica, 
a wedeeneny supplies destined for this 
place seem to be of particular importance. 


Miscellaneous 


1) We must presume that U95 and U208 have been 
lost While proceeding from the Atlantic to 
the Mediterranean. Clues as to the causes 
eGCw eeoeeteonly in the mumerous U-boat 
reports and anti-U-boat activity from the 

ES Gibraltar region, Exact details have not: 
Deen eeceived, | 


Fe Meena u205 put in bo Spezia, 

- U374 and U375 arrived in the area east of 
Ciorawiar trom the Atlantic, 
U374 reported that she sank two patrol 
vessels while on passage through the Straits. 


Goce) Cchrns 
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12 - 14 December 


Our aveilable U-borts have, been set in close 
formation on the cnemy inward and outward 
routes from Alexandria which are known to us 
from captured documents, in order %o divers 
attention from the large flow of supplies fmm 
Tt@ly to North &feiem 

The order of the German Neval Command Italyetse 
Captain U=boats on this matter and the Gigeetiaaes 
orders from Captain U-boats are attacheduag@ 
Appendix 4 (1 and 2). For this purpose Captain 
U-boats temporarily assumes tactical command in 
the Eastern Mediterranean aiso, 

The difficulties of transmitting orders Game 
boats &elaying e@11 radio messages from etme 
service group Rome~Athens to the U-boat service 
Zastern Mediterraneen and vice versa) have been 
overcome for the duration of this operation by 
a special decree, which can however Dewi aaa 
enly for | shor Game. 

With reference to swift action on reconmaiSsamec 
reports from the German Air Force, WhiCii@as mia 
to now been an important reason for tactical 
command being left with the 23rd U-boat 
Flotilla, a new regulation will be intPoediia=as 
so that all aircraft reports on the eioae 
which are received on various Waves are 
immediately repeated by a central station ona 
central wave. This wave will be monitored in 
Rome, The demand seems to have been met in this 
way. 


Course of he =opera men 

1) In a denimite raemmor Succession, the Migea: 
have been ordered to make deep offensive 
Sweeps on one night, and then to retire Voma 
considerable distance on the next to Games 


out a more thorough re-charging of batteries 
ewe. 


2) U431 in square CP on 13 December, torpedoed _ 
a tanker estimated to be of 8000 tons aaa 
was putting out. She reported all torpedoes 
expended, and was ordered to direct U557 toe 
the ,tanker and then commence return passage, 
U557 reached the ship, which in the meangame 
had been taken under escort by 4 destroyers, 
but scored no hit, and was forced to retire. 
Since U431 has expended all torpedoes andas 
returning, the boets are being re-distribuceds 
Meanwhile the running-of supplies has been 
postponed for, several days. 


Same cr midday on 14 December a formation of enemy 
cruisers, course set for Alexandria,was 
sighted by the German Air Force. Later the 
returning U43i also signed maame 
At 2359, U557, 40 miles westnorthwest of 
Alexandria, almost exactly on the expected 
inward route, scored three hits on an enemy 
cruiser, The ship sank in 2 minutes; Commie 
of U557 presumed it was an "Aurora" class 
cruiser. The boats have been ordereqmie 


om 
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separate and to take. up their. positions again 
on the evening of 16 Decembcr. It is intended 
to repeat the convoy operation on this date. 


Miscellaneous 


U374 and U453 have commenced the return passage 

from the Western Mediterranean, U557 from the 

Eastern Mediterranean. 0453 on ae December in 

the Cape de Gata arca sank the Spanish steamer 
Badalona", 

For exact Aiea de sec Appendix 5. 


(Sd.) Oehrn. 
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iw Decemoer 


Opera uLons 

The running of the large supply transports to 
North Africa, post poned One's December siamer 
take place from 16 Deveoulole: onwards, As expected, 
the majority of the enemy's battleships have put 
tO Sséox, The U-boats are occupying their attack 
areas directly off Alexandria. As a new boat 
from the Atlantic, U568 joined this group and 
was detailed to the Western route to strengthen 
the Umboat disposition there. U565 commenced 

the return passage because of lack of fuel. So 
while only one boat (U652) occupied the Northern 
moe aeeoere were 3 boats on the Western rouvey 
This concentration is not to be altered as we 

i yeomanemiiipression that the Western route is 
much more frequently used. On the forenoon of 

18 December the. German Air Force sighted a 
Warship formation on a southeasterly course. 

At 1640 the returning U565 observed it. At 

2245 U371 scorcd 3 hits on a cruiser ("Leander" 
ielce mont cine 11 Go port. According to radio 
intercept service reports, the destruction of 
Pi wcmeroee scan §e accepted as certain, U599 
observed the rest of the formation putting in 
en Or U 

The boats have been ordered to “geparate to the 
west. The tactical command has been restored 
tomomeme- rad U-boat Flotitlias He is ordered to 
send the boets to concentrate on the Sollum- 
Tobruk area. 


SRS CE AR APC Th RE SRS. OS Os RT ae 


Miscellaneous 
U557, veturning on the night of 16/7 December, 
was rammed west.of Crete by the Italian torpedo- 
boat "Orione", which was on its way from Suda 
to Africa with a fuel transport. The boat sank 
immediately. No survivors were picked up. An 
examination of the facts showed that it was.an 
eemaoit sss result, the regulation of traific 
"and anti~submarine activity in the Aégean was 
’ looked into. The attitude of Naval Command | 
ier es Contained ihn a teleprint message 
reproduced in Appendix 6, | 


(Say) Oehrn, 
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2b = 2h Decoember 


Operations 

7) From air reconnaissance reports receiiaim 
it appears that there is a strikingly igs 
number of warships end merchant shipsiae 
Malta. In view of the strained situation 
of the Africa Corps on the main fronmiyes 
eneny landing on the unprotected coasS iam 
the Syrtis seened within the bounds of 
possibility. To break up en operataeae= 
this nature, Captain U-boats was ordered 
to set two U-boats in the sea area off 
Malta, U-boats U74 and U77 which arma 
in Messina from the Atlantic were intended 
for this measure, The operational order is 
attached in Appendix 7. 
Further photographic reconneissance showed 
that the shipping in Malta was not so 
numerous as at first belicvyed. Time 
therefore decided to place only one boat 
there; apart from making use of 
opportunities to attack, it seems important 
that a reconnaissance of this area should 
be meade by a U-boat with a view to later 
operations, which may be necessary joa 
larger scale. While U74 was detailed for 
this duty, U77 was stationed off Bele =am 
Which was occupied by the enemy on 24 
December, 


2) On 21 December, cast of Gibraltar, U573 
severely damaged a large transport With 
escort (passenger steamer of over 80CO Gai) 
with two torpedoes. Bows torn off, proms 
sunk, On the night of 23/24 December in 
CO9121, U559 sighted a convoy, easterly 
course, She sank one steamer belonging to it 
and damaged another. 

U562 reported a probable hit, 
U568 sank a single-funnel destroyer am 
C06878 on 24 December. 


Miscellaneous 

ee U79 and U97 put ont from matveamiee 

U97 relieved U652, engaged cn a special 
operation for Admiral Aegean, 

U83, U133 and U577 arrived in the Mediterranean 
from Che Avie 

U573 and U562 are returning. Because of over= 
crowding at Spezia, they are intended as the 
first boatstier spozas 


(Sd.) ~Oeingan 
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25 = 27 December 


PeGctmemeays 1 the area east of Malta, U74 
returned to Messina for muffler valve repairs, 
She has made no special observations. U7? 
reported on 27 December , thet she had met no 
traffic off Benghazi nor seen any ships in the 
harbor, Since the U-boats have been operating 
independentlywin rather large attack areas 
since 20 December, a tightened operational 
disposition is intenddd siemens. While air 
reconnaissance sighted enemy transport and 
Teese Moca cally in the coastal region off 
the African coast, the U-boats had much less 
sucecce in contacting the enemy, We must try to 
see if more frequent contact with the enemy can 
be secured by tightening up groups and changing 
Poole mepolians Of Concentration more often. 
On 26 December according to radio intercept 
service an enemy unit was torpedoed north of 
Teenie idere ere no other details in evidence. 


(Sade Oehrn, 


2/ - 31 December 


Operations ; 
y On the evening of 26 December, U652 contacted 
. a eonvoy, northeasterly course, She expended 


aubiher tor pedoes Without Scoring any Rite 
Were @rced back, lost contact and conmenced 

the return passage, Soon afterwards U75 sighted 
fmiemoeme convoy, reported its composition as 
Meee @er ee cectroyers and 1 patrol vessel, 
course 110°, speed 8-9 knots, shadowed it till 
midnight. No further reports received. U374 
requested direction finding signals after 
midnight, | } 


AGO A 2S A 201A AO EU ee nM AE 


2) The boats were then drawn up in a patrol line 
Seem ches ater Ordered to proceed castwards, 
G@vermse 2 Gistance or 100 miles per days 
The intention is to comb the sea area off the 
Cee temmcoaou. SO as to reach the vicinity of 
ie wera about | January. At this time it is 
dgGendea to run another rather large transport. 
i pecctoie The boats will carry out a short 
OP  wememetn 2 sroups before then, on the 
Alexandria-Port Said and Alexandria-Tobruk 
coastal route. : 


3) U83 (Kraus) rceportcd on 25 December that she had 
been subjected to a very severe depth-charge 
pursuit in C05676 and had to return because 
of damage. This is the first severe pursuit 
to be experienced by a German U-boat in the 
Mediterranean. 
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4) 


5) 


6) 


Miscellaneous 


U 


U573 - 30 December = Put in to Polay 
U83 = 30 December - Put in to Salamis 


Total of successes from 8 - 31 December 


On 28 December in C06962 air reconnaissance 
sighted e convoy, course 120°, Continuous 
reconnéissance of this convoy was requested 
ond the 8 eastern boats in the vicimiaa@ 
were set on it. 

Apart from a few gaps, air reconhaiesaae] 
nointained contact, At 1845, U559 made 
contact and shadowed until midnight, 
Reported at 00343 Forced to submerge, all 
torpedoes expended, an netuanmeias 

Result: “l steamer damaged. 


On 29 December on the basis of various 
sighting reports from the German Air Force 
which did not tally individually, Bue 
gave general proof of the preseneemam 
rather strong warship formations off the 
North African coast west of the U-boat 
positions, the U-boats proceeding @2a gma 
were directed to a patrol line west of 
Alexandria, to intercept these Torma gimme 
their me vue, 

U77 (Schonder), still west of the patrol 
line, contacted an eastoound cOnVOy sigue ee 
forced back by night fighters. No other 
boats reached it, although the COnV@y=iggees 
the patrol-line position, 


On 31 December the 7 boats in the east were 
moved close in to Alexandria. Five 
were concentrated on the western Pogues 

2 boats on the northern route, 


a2 - 29 Decenber - Put in to Pola, 


See Appendix 8, 


(Sd.) Oehrn. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Appendix 1/1 
Conference 


on U-boat Bases in Italy 
5 December 1941 


oe Position 


felthewcerman intention is to keep 18 U~boats 
simultaneously in positions in the operational 
areas of the Western and Eastern Mediterranean 

Ciemero DOayevcast Of Gibraltar and 10 boats 
in the Eastern Mediterranean). 

Dageemecticethat a total.of at least 36 German 
U-boats must be brought to the Mediterranean 
(presuming that the proportion of boats at sea 
Go the boats in port is roughly 1 tol-a -: 
question which depends mainly on the capacity 
P@eeewdeciyerds). Of these about 18 boats would 
be in the base dockyards at the same time. 


2) At present the following bases aré available to 
German U~-boats: 
Salamis, which can accommodate, at the most, 4 
boats simultaneously, 
Spezia, which can accommodate, at the most, 6 
boats simultaneously. | 

eee, 10. boats. 

Therefore we still lack bases i.e. dockyard 
ew tes. | for 6 wichune 


B, Reguirements 


ie weescar- cperating in the Mediterranean must 
be based in Mediterranean ports. 


2) Outside Italy the only port under consideration 
is Salamis, At present the maximum capacity is 
4 boats at a time, 


3) It is therefore necessary to find repair 
fmicimMireomin Italy for a total of 8 boats at 
a time, 


C. German Navy Requirenents 


1) Because of personnel and other difficulties, 

it is necessary to limit the number ‘of bases 

\ to a few and make these more efficient, One 
more base apart from Spezia would answer this 
purpose, An efficient dockyard in the Adriatic - 
as for instance Monfalcone-would be preferred. 
Under certain circumstances the possibility 
at Genoa should be examined, though this would 
have one disadvantage for the eastern boats - 
the long return passage through the Strait of 
Messina. 


DP) The disadvantage of Brindisi and Naples is 
Ticir vulnerability to air attack and the 
Ceiseeveay reduction in.cutput and the danger 
to boats and crews. 


One 
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3) It is possible that the request to keep fe 


boats simultaneously in the operational areas 
will necessitate the transfer of more Tim 
36 boats in all to the Mediterranean. Tage 
will depend principally on the speed with 
which the boats in the Mediterranean gga 
cen be repaired for renewal of offensive 
operations. We must expect that the remeauee 
German boats in Italian dockyards, WhSi@uiae 
boats are not yet known will take ragies 
longer than would be the case in home bases. 
It therefore seens both advisable amg 
necessary at the outset to provide @ certain 
reserve of docking facilities. This reserve 
should be capable of accommodating 2pguaa. 
boats. It is therefore necessary to find 
dockyerd facilities for a total of 2am 
boats simultaneously. 


D, The following should be clariijaed: 


1) whether, and if so, how quickly and sages 


extent, output and capacity at Spezaameem 
be stepped-up. 


2) which other dockyards can be placed at our 


disposal by the Italian Nevy, if Spezia has 
not been completed and if Naples and) Bringae 
ere,for one reason or another, out Glue 
question, 


aie 
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Rome, 10 December 1941, 


Appendix 1/11 


a 


ion 


Comiecronce on U-boat bases in Italy 


The inspection of Brindisi and Naples by the 
German commission produced the following results: 


1) As a U-boat base, Brindisi at present is 
suitable for about 1 or 2 boats. The necessary 
provisions would have to be made regarding 
Pereonncels at present they are not in order, 
“ith reference to the repairing and care of 
wee eee ereceitacilities available at the 
moment are very slight. 

Summing-up: 

ve heve formed the impression that this base 
immed, Ommmg@escveStiOnN as a garrison for the 
Meteo vrowancd that itS capacity will always 
ey Limired . 


2) Naples is ready for occupation by 4 U-boats 
mitiedtavely, botn as regards dockyard and 
accommodation, A greater number could only 
be accommodated at present at the risk of 
Meee cieropait periods for the other boats. 
the docking conditions are difficult whenever 
Pie ieiver Of HbOatS in dock at the same time 
exceeds two, 

Phe storing and care of electrical torpedoes 
Memo oOOssiole at prescnt and cannot be 
expected for 4-5 weeks. 

Peeerecultives Of transport arise in the 
Tere wouoplics which will have to be 
brought from Germany. 

Peemiererarility of this place to air 
attacks has been noticed. 


The German Commission has formed the impression 
Peaeea tine! solution to the problem of bases 
ier the German U-boats operating in the 
Mediterranean is not to be found by using these 
two bases; rather that in order to maintain the 
operational reediness of the maximum number of 
German boats in the Mediterranean, we must find 
Out whether the Royal Italian Navy has other 
Peeec available, which it would be willing to 
place at the disposal of the German U-boat Arm, 


The German Naval Command: has requested the 
Royal Italian Navy to cxamine this question 
more closely and has stressed the importance 
attached to a speedy solution of the question 
Sinee the transfer of Gceriian U-boats has 
elweady started, 

As far as can be secn at present, within the 
next 14 days dock facilities will be required 
in Italy for a total of 6 German U-boats. Within 
tne next 4 weeks the numbor will be increased 
Rimmer Six boats. Of course alterations 
ia the actual development or as a result of 
Wir OGescon Cyents arc still possibic, 


= ee 


COUFPTDENTIAL 


D. 1) As a temporary solution, in case no other 


2) 


solution can be found quickly enough> ace 

ig eek to consider Naples for first reépeaae 
Y DeOa ter 

Po ate expect the first boats to arma 

from 18 December onwards. 


&s both Spezia and Naples might note 
sufficient, even in a few weeks.) ayaa 
base must be found as soon as possible, at 
least for tenporary reception of Germanys 
boats. 

For this purpose Monfalcone, Pola yommGemes 
have been chosen provisionally. 

It is proposed to send the German Commission 
there immediately to exanine the possibilities. 
The Germen Naval Command still considers that 
the final solution lies in procuring: the 
fewest possible bases with increased capacity: 
best of all just one base - Spezia for 
example. 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


Pppemeax 1/1IT 


Survey Came Guetion at beses by 
Captain U-boats 


ae aL Ca RR SOR NE a AR 
ii December 1941 


German Naval Command Italy 
liost Secret 7941/41. 


Peepent cockyard situation: 

Accommodation at Salamis for 4 boats (Naval War 
staff U-boat Division presumes this will be raised 
memo boats by the end of the month). 


Spezia ~ 6 boats. 


Bxamination of Brindisi showed that it is out of 
ieemcoUesti10On, Naples is ready for 4 boats from the 
point of view of dockyard and accommodation, Any 
increase on that number would only be at the risk 
Sees or rcCoair times for all. Docking conditions 
fewoeticuly if more than two boats are in dock 
at the same time. 

Storing and maintenance of clectric torpedoes not 
possible for 4-5 weeks. Danger from air attack 
roughly the same as Kiel. Passive air defense 
elementary. To be considered only as a last 
meent. and 4 temporary one at that. The 
Commission (Kratzenberg) travels to-day from Rome 
memepesia, onfalcone and Pola. These ports have 
Mot been placed at our disposal officially as yet, 
hut propably will be, 


Mieto Gate a total of 18 dockyard berths in Italy 
Meiomecen requested: 12 are therefore still 
jacking. However, it would be possible to base 8 
boats on Salamis and 12 on Spezia, We therefore 
still require bases for 16 boats, that is, 8 dock- 
meomver iis. 9c plan to have 4 berths in reserve, 
We have requested 6 more berths, apart from the 

6 available at Spezia to be ready within a limit 
of 14 days in the most suitable place, 6 more by 

9 January. 


Investigations to date show that early i.e. almost 
immediate readiness is possible in the new 
@e@-1ruct1On cockyard at Spezia, 2 berths in the 
Ome (teien dockyard). In Pola 3, at the most 
4 berths, Situation at Monfalcone not very clear. 
Mee eimer-cncy, berths for 4 boats in Naples, 
Taranto not examined. 


The Commission will also examine: 

a) how greatly individual capacities can be 
Mmeioe sod: Also, 

b) if new constructions can be undertaken; 

c) if all other work can be suspended or partly 
suspended, 


The Italians know that the demands expressed in 
para.5 may have to be enforced. 


7 ee 


CONFIDENTIAL 


7) I have the inpression that the capacity oF = 
Italian dockyards is less than the numerical 
strength of their U-boat arm suggests. The 
reason is they have covered less nileage tl 
our boats and therefore require fewer repa 
Facilities arew wa fact linited. 


O) Tie acqui steam of one or two good bases is 
still the ultimate @in, (spézia andes 
possible, Monfalcone, Pola). As a tempor: 
emergency solution another base can be 
considered, If at all possible this) wii 
eveuced, 


hae 
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Memorandum on ae ae ae on 18 December leak 
Subject - - the provi sion of bases” for German 


U-boats in the Mediterranean 


[wlteis a¢recd that Brindisi is out of the oe 
as a base ior German U-boats. 


2) Naples is the same, because until further notice 
it is entirely given over to Italian U-boats. 


By epezia: 
a) Naval (ecivage, Uumediatve Tacility for repairs 
Pom mero cand for 2 Gth boat if 110 Italian 
specialized workers can be supplied immediately. 


me) O.7. (Italian dockyard) Muggiano. Immediate 
aun for repairs to 1 U-boat. The question 


of how Diesel engine overhauls are to be 
executed still remains to be solved, 

Peeme tne wceOhseraprion of 350 Italian workers, 
3 more boats can be repaired. 


Ultimate aim for.Spezia: 

Naval dockyard: 8 U-boats 

Oy eeelisetian dockyard): 4 U-boats. 

Request that the repair cokoee) be increased. 
from 6 to & U-boats in the naval dockyard at 
the earliest possible moment . | 


4) Rpaisi- a 

2) scolio Olivio docky and. Immediate repair 
capacity for 2 U- eee after installation of 
the machine tools requested from Germany, and 
the conscription of 100 necessary specialized 
workers, a total of 6 boats, relying on the help 
eee owe m@utero Riuniti dell! Adriatico, 
Monfalcone, 


b) Accommodation 
It will be necessary to clear the U-boat 
Mearracks at the Scolio Olivio dockyard and 
Meeov desveny additional accommodation required 
Pi Brioni 


5) It is proposed to discuss the following matters 
with the Italian Navys 
a) Pavey veo ecuppolies, for example, temporary 
toans on the part of the Italian Navy , to be 
repaid later. ' 


lbymotual settlement. 
c) Erection of the necessary U-boat workshops. 


@) «Provision of storage space and spare parts etc. 
and provisions, Mutual agreement between the 
Roval Italian Navy and the German Naval Command 
iwc tO re reached with reference to the 
preliminary conferences which have already taken 
place locally, and the necessary measures are to 
ae introduc3d ’ and executed as soon as possible. 


a 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Appendix 1/V 


Teleprint message tos 
Neval Wor Steff ist Division, av oR 
Stoff (U-boats), C-~in-C. U-boats. 


Subject: U-boat bases in the Mediterranean 


1) As a result of the tours of inspection Op mame 
Italian U-boat bases by representatives of the 
Italian Navy (Capt. Kratzenberg), and with the 
conclusion of the basic discussions with the 
Italien Navy in Rome, German Naval Command Italy 
expects the following dockyard facilities men 
German U=boatgcrin tel. 


A) Immediate dockyard capacity in. 
1) Spezia - eccommodcation. for 6. U=boats 
'2) Pola - accommodation for 2 U-pomme 
3) Salamis - accommodation for 5 U-boats 
in all 13 U-boagss 


B) On 15 danmgery 5 
1) Spezia - 7 U-boats 
2) Pola - 2 U=boage 
3) Salamis - 6 U-Beete 
in ell 15 Uepeatc. 


C) End of February 
1) Spezia - 10 U-boats 
' 2) -Pola = 4 Ushoeus 
3) Sadamis = 6 Webocte 
in-all 20 Usbeats. 


The above set terms and requirements can be 
complied with, if the Italion Navy Mekeaeee 
reaching concessions, but these would iia 
a serious handicap, and, of necessity, int luence 
the readiness of other units. 
Taking cs @ basis a ratio of one towencmes 
U-boats at sea to U-boats in bases, the fea 
given mean that at present a total of 26 Uspomae 
in the Mediterranean cennot be exceeded, It 
could Dé reaased: 

to 30 boats by 15 January Gad 

to 40 boets by the end of Fenris 


Naval Command Italy Most 


Secret Serinl No.ol9 3/41 


ween. -~ 
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Menorandum_on Conference on 2 December 1941 


Subicct: Organization of the U-boat base at Spezia 


The Royal Italian Nevy requests that the following 
Pemeartons be Tultilied wistth reference to the 
Semcon zZ 1tion cf the U-boat base at Spezia: 


1) Command of the, dockyard and responsibility in the 
execution of the work to remain unconditionally 
memo tiedim Of the Royal Italian Navy. (Exceptions 
eeepc emade it desimed, for torpedo, fire control 
and gunnery workshops). 


2) The German construction commission vis-a-vis the 
iemerean nuthorities has a purely advisory function 
On repairs to’ German boats and superintendence of 
the execution of work and preserving of German 
@enstrvetion regulations. 


3) For the Italian dockyard commend the main German 
Pemeoriuy Go be the U-boat flotilla. 


4) The above-mentioned technical staff to be merely 
a temporary crrangement, Its - - - ~ will depend 
on the technical possibilities. 


femee) ihe interpreters necessary for the operating 
Sueone dockverd must be of service rank,, Their 
appointment will ensue as far as possible 
mieeuei tne Royal Italian Navy. The number 
necessary for Spezia will be provided by the 


_ b) There are no objections to the employment of 
interpreters supplied by Germany, if they 

, possess service rank and heve bcen examined by 

German Officers as to their roliability. 


Pa 
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9 December 194i 


To the Navy Staff of Royel,sltalion Navy. 


for Ammireglio di Divisione Sansonetti 


When the German Naval Command Itely lecerned 
that misunderstandings hed arisen between the 
construction commission sent to Spezia from 
Germany end the dockyard authorities of the Rove 
Italian Navy, all possible steps vere taken to 
prevent these difficulties conuunta ace 

It seems to me thet in future mutual relied. 
should be governed by the following principles. 
It is requested that they should be examined and 
if possible sanction given: 


1) The repair of the Gernen U-boats intended or 
docking at Spezia is vital to the common war 
aim, and should be executed at the grea 

' possible speed, subject to the groumuae 
conditions on board. Repair projects fom womges, 
units of the Royal Italian Navy in Spezie should 
not delay the duration of U-boat repay 


2) The responsibility for tne execution Of amenmenm 
in accordance with para.1l fells entire, eae 
Rovel Italicn Nevy (exceptions possible by mutual 
agreement for torpedo, fire-control and ye aime 
workshops). That obviously means complete 
independence for the Italian dockyard authoraeres 
and their commend. 


3) For the Itelian dockyard command the main German 
authority to be the U-boat flotilla. Theta 
the flotilla will be, in German opinionyGe 
personality who, in accordance with the dipectrome 
of German Navel Commend Italy, will represent@ene 
practical. embodiment of mutual relations iia. 
terms of the above principles. He will commence 
duty on 10 Décember 1941. 


4) A technical liaison steff is assigned tO j@mmeumemes 
of the flotilla. This is to ensure that the 
repairs requested by the flotilla correspond with 
the work of execution in the dockyard, The task of 
the technical liaison staff is limited ToueGiames 
on repairs to German boats and superintengeme me. 
the execution of work and preserving of German 
construction regulations. It may also augue 
construction of certain work, which cannot be 
independently undertaken by the Italian dockyara 
because of its type. 


5) The above-mentioned technical staff is merely a 
temporeryv errangenent, It will be reduced 
according to the smount of technical requirenentes 


6) The question of the interpreters tanger s 
deternincd by the flotilla S.0. in agreement With 
the local lta@ian euTmormeie sn. 
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It is requested that the authorities under 
Pemrecommiond in Spezia, particularly those in the 
dockyard, be given detailed knowledge of the above 
Pie omeuld you be in agreement; 

fiter doing everything possible to clear up the 
Cause of the difficulties which arose and to 
arrenge matters to comply with the desires of the 
Peover italien Nevy, I would ask the Royal Italian 
Navy and its offices in Spezia to forget all the 
Seeieremces Which arose, and to go on to further 
Seo eroU on, With the realization of the great 
footy ioe eheed Of us, in the same spirit of 
friendiv unity, which has distinguished the Royal 
ieolean Navy and all its departments in our 
Genmon Activity, 

iets tO opezin at the first available 
SPporeunity in order to visit your offices and to 
Maes contact with them, 


(Sd. ) Weichold, 


Jeo Oe: 
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Lp pemighien 375i 


13 December 1941 


To the Navel Stait of the Royal tae 
foreCapitano di PYe@e atest occa 


for information: Navel High Cormmoand/Mayvel Vase 
Stam lst Division (Operetions) 
Subiecu: Transter: of, “The alian U-bosts from tage 
Aad “Tit lou ni. ihe licditerranean, 


The German Navy takes the following view of 


the Royal Italian Navy's plan to transfer some of 
the Italian U-boats still in the Atlantic back to 


the 


i 


2) 


3) 


4) 


Hedi terrancans 


The present difficulties in the provieqenmemm 
sufficient number of repair depots for the 
German U-boats now here and those arriving 
snortly, make it necessary to examine Gaga 
further increase in wuumbecs to discover whether 
sufficient repair facilities exist for these 
boats, In the interest of the common war aim, 
it must be ensured that no boats lie in repair 
ports Waiting to be repaired. 


As far as can be seen, the reception Capa. 
of the Italian U-boat dockyards, for the time 
being, is already fully exhausted. [iG (Ghee 
of more boats would only slow down the work of 
preparing the ovher boats for operatiOnsiummes 
in practice it means that the number of boats 
operating against the cnemy would not be 
raised, or only very slightly, as a re@uauas 


In this connection the German Navy points out 
that, with such a great number of German beaus 
eoing to the ilediterranean, your decisiom amrects 
them very seriously, since as a result, = 0a ee 
te Atlantic would have to be largely 
suspended. The war in the Atlantic is, NG@waases 
really the task of the German U-boat arm. 
Therefore the German Navy considers it 
necessary to resume this action as soon as 
possible with all its might. To be able to 
return as soon es possible to this theater of 
war with stronger forces, the Navy consid. 

it necessary to do everything pessible to 
prevent having to raise the number of boats 
operating in the Mediterranean, so that tne 
boats do not Item the vera ports, or 
waiting for renairs, longer than is absolutely 
MeeGesadi ys 


In view of the dockyard facilities available 

at present, the Navy requests that the immediate 
transfer of italian U~boats from the Atlan 

to the Mediterranean be suspended for the time 
being, Apart from the above-mentioned reasons 
the Navy believes that if. these boats are tet $ 
in the Atlantic mhere Chea can operate better Of 
account of their S1ZC they can bc of @rear 
value in the prosecution of the war, particularly 
at this time when there are only a few German 
boats in the Aiea 


=~ Qi 
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Mememdix 3/11 


Teleprint message to Naval War Staff Ist Division, 
Cein-C, U-boats dated 10 December 1941. 


German Naval Command Italy Most Secret 7900/41. 
elpecee  Iranster of Italian U-boats. 


1) The berthing and output capacity of the Italian 
Eero dockyerds has beén,as far as can be seen at 
peeve tte sexiausted by the requirements of the 
German boats now in the Mediterrancan and those due 
memerrivyoe, Provision of the dockyard capacity 
necessary for German boats has already caused 
eee lties, (he transfer of Italian U-boats from 
the Atlantic to the Mediterranean would mean a 
Meeseascce in the Tacilities available for German 
boats. 


ee The employment of these Italian U-boats in the 
feemierfonecan tor transport purposes is of less 
importance at present considering the necessity of 
finding an edequete number of efficient bases for 
German U-boats, as they are limited from the | 
operational point of view, Furthermore, in the 
Mieerescts Of the joint war effort, any possible 
employment of these boats for normal operations 
Would have to be subordinate to that of the German 
boats. Their transfer would endanger the speedy 
menu of Gerinan U-boats to operations. 


3) The-German Naval Command requests therefore that 
in view of these circumstances the matter should 
be examined and a new decision made, This decision 
should arrive here within five days at the latest, 
as Italian preparations have already started. 


4) Captain Kratzenberg's commetits follow to-day in 
@edrmation or Para.l. 
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Appendix 4/1 ll December 192a5, 


llost Immediate radio message: 
Service group Rome-Athens. 
_~ Most Secret - Cypher "M", 


ora 


To §.0. 23rd U-boat Flotilla and for transmiseaeg 
to Uehesiaas = = 


Order No.l. 


1) Our large-scale transport -will put out for ieee 
on 13 December, protected by the main Temg= ames 
the Ttalianw filer. 


2) Enemy will probably take strong measures to 
prevent the supplies getting through. 


3) German U-boats are to attack the enemy from 
| position VP 7522 as they put out from perme 
close up. Precise orders will follows 


4) Captain U-boats, Rome will be in tactical 
command of the operation. 


Order News 


The enemy outward. routes are given in relatzon 
to point "2", the position of which is 77°qama 
Mereieig, 251° afs3! Bast; 


1) “estern route: 
From point "Z" bearing 293°,95 miles, G@gem 
breadth approximately 1:3 miles} then |jemuamas 
280°, total breadth approximately 2+1 miles, 


2) Northern route: — 
From point "Z", bearing 327° true, Ie2 siamese 
away, directien 16°. 7s miles. Total breadth 
approximately 1°2 miles. Then bearing 330° true y 
total breadth approximately 2-2 miles. 


3) There ere probably buoys at the following points: 

Red light buoy with green flash in 31° 1085" N, 
29°) 43 yan é 
Red light buoy with red flash in 31° 13a 
29° 4752 

We cannot tell if they will be functioning, 

North buoy 31° 19-7! N, 29° 4603! E, 

West buoy 32° 1267! Ny 29° 337 ee 

Neither buoy is illuminated, 


Most immediate radio message: 
Service group Rome-Athens. 


~ becreL - 
Order Nose. 
The attack areas east of 29° Band south of 32°N 
to be occunied as follows; 
1) the sector 270° to 300° irom pein a's 
U359 north of the midway line on the western 


route, 
Ua3 souun or aa 
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2) 


3) 


i) 


2) 


3) 


a) 


2) 


30, 


oiemeceror 410° fo 350° from the north buoy: 
U565 east of the midway line on the northern route, 
Wee2 west or it, 


Emee beuween the sectors mentioned = UE Ses 
Serceiteerieon by day in the vicinity of the western 
sector. 


Onder None. 


Area within a radius of 10 miles around the 
lighthouse Faro Alto di Mare is not used for 
navigation because of mines and hydrophone screens, 


Keep a look-out for Italian minefields as detailed 
Same tcuOced charts. Expect drift of 3 miles. 


No other minefields are known to exist, and are 
not to be expected according to available 
ma ormatvion. 


Order Nor. 


it is absolutely necessary to take up positions 
unobserved. Also to remain unobserved. 


East of 29° E, freedom to attack only warships from 
cruisers upwards and outward bound merchant ships 
over 4000 tons. Homeward bound ships only to be 
attacked if very valuable targets. Large destroyers 
Peedi Gerinite hit is assured. 


Do not break radio silence except in the event of 
Teameaip formations or fairly large convoys or if 
established with certainty that the enemy is using 
a new outward route, 

iteomearay tO transmit in other cases. 


Captain U-Boats Italy. 
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German Naval Command Rome, 12 December 197us 
Italy i 


Serial No. Most Secret/S.0.s only 445/41 


By hend of son ucemmonl y. 


Tos: Captain U~boats Italy, 
pieree Woche oer: 6 Wereue 
Naval High Command 
- Naval War Staff - 
C-in-C, South. 


Operational Order No. 3 
U-boat operations in the African campaign 


The Royal Iteltan ay) Siinwenccr 

a) To run 2 corvoys with supply cargo Prem iaen: 
to Tripoli and Benghazi. The Italian fleet 
Will be ope ‘ating to protect them, Gemiiamiaae 
Italian air ferees will give support. 


— 


ul 


b) Operation commences on "X"-day. The convoys 
will probebiy put in to the ports of destination 
on "AN42 day. Within the Gernan Navy eGmeeedes 
vord for the operation Will be "Atma 


c) The route of the convoys leeds through the 
area between 18° E and 22° BH, Italian Uepo ae 
lie east and west of this area, DWUCHi aa. 
the operational area of our own U-boats, 

The activity of our air force and thewivame 
air force will extend as far as Alexandria, 
Results from their reconnaissance Goma 
expected, 


2) Reports on the enemy 
The enemy naval forces opereting in the Eastern 


Mediterranean are based primarily on Alexandria. 
At present, there are 3 battleships ("Valiant", 
"Barhan", "Queen Elizabeth"), one heavy cruisers 
3 light cruisers, 3 anti-aircraft cruiseiowe 
mineleying cruisers and about 20 destroyers. It 
must be expected that the execution of Operation 
"Afrika" will cause a considerable part of these 
forces to put to sea. 


3) Zeek 

a) Disposition of ell our available U-boats 
directly off Alexandria. 

b) Positions are %o be taken wp as Garde 
possible. 

c) Enemy neval forces to be attacked as they leave 
or re-enter port. In the rether narrow sea ares 
off Alexandria, U-boats are permitted to 
atteck only warships from cruisers upWards @a@ 
outgoing merchant ships over 4000 >(Gime™ 
Exceptions: large destroyers if firing 
opportunities are particularly good; merchant 
ships which are putting in, if they present 
particularly valuable targets, 


(Sd.) Weiehold, 
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pe olaieme: the "Badalona! by U453 


A, 1) The steamer was stopped because the Commander 


was convinced that she was an enemy steamer 
camouflaged under Spanish markings. His 
conviction was based on the fact that enemy 
aircraft had remained for a long time in the 
Vicinity of this steamer, which was ae 
emeourse itor Gibraltar, 


2) When the aircraft were out of sight temporarily, 
the Commander decided on a soarch, 


By) ihe steamer was then requested to stop in a 

_ morse message made with searchlight. She did not 
comply until the Commander had fired warning 
shots across the bow, 
Examination of her papers showed the ship to be 
meutral. 


ae ihe sinking took place because the steamer did 
mot Stop in spite Oimeuerpested Tequesis, buu 
Made Ott at meximum speed, and because she 
repeatedly made use of her radio, thus 
indicating that she was trying to contact 
Gibraltar. 


Comments of Captain U-boats 

1) The Commander misunderstood the meaning of the 
Orders. He lacked the general experience which 
would have made him equal to this situation. 


2) He was on his first enemy patrol; he had put 
Piieerom mel, and while still at soa, had been 
@re@ered Go go straight to the Mediterranean. 
Thus he could not be given special instructions 
concerning this operational area. 


3) He was determined not to be deceived, and was 
convinced that he must take action. 

4) He has been thoroughly instructed in the 
mistakes which he made in the interpretation 
of the orders, 
Under present conditions ~ partly very young 
and very inexperienced Commanders, who have had 
@aly @ very quick training for these duties - 
iecidedts Of this Kind are liable to recur, 
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Appendix 6 Cony fle 
22 December 1941 ¢ 


bmereency Le) crs iene S Sage GO? 
Navy - Group ‘Sonn, 
Admiral Acgean, 
‘ 23 U-boat Flotilla. 
for information: « Flicgerkorps, 
Sea Defense Commandant Chgaaem 
sca Defense Commandant AtTG@Gas 
Marisudest (C-in-C. Italian Nava: 
*“orces in Atheneum 
DUB ect: Peaeeeeas for ruling of anti-subiiana@- 
measures in the Aegcan, 
Previous reference: 1) Admiral Acgean Host Secret 
154/41 &.0.s Onime 
2) Group South (Operations) 
Secret oaeee 


A, The following attitude is. taken ty German 
Naval Command Italv with regard to the ruling Ge 
anti- eae measures prope by Admiral 
se fea 
1) The “possibility of U-hoats, ready to leave 0] 

re-enter por rt, having to Wait DeécaueG ams 
submarine measures have not yet been suspende 
or because confirmation of tne suspension Hay 
not yet been received, is at var @anceme anaes 
request for fullest possible use Of =Ghaseiaem 
telling arm of the Navy, As the proposed rul 
offers no guarantee that such delays will 
remain isolated cases, and as this cannot be 
expected in view of the increasimeu a 
traffic, this ruling appears tO ie es 
Ou ye ; 
2) At the outset it is extremely Gndee ue sas mn 
under certain circumstances boats pi Ges 
should have to wait in an area, Wiv¢Gh wag aes 
from being dangerous on account of the “enema 
lies within the 40 miles zone along our own” 
and allied coasts, in Watch amicus submarine 
measures by our own forces are always perilag 
except when a ban is specifically a@aneuaeess 


3) The proposal that U-boats should pass anoum 
the Streits of Cerigo or Cerigotti iam 
position cannot be understooc. if "aie 
submarine measures are suspended, the straim 
coulc be traversed on the surface, If anti- 
subriarine measures are not suspended, they 
cannot be traversed even in a submerged 
position, Why are the U-boats to pass throu 
only in a submerged position? What are the 
boats to do which cannot submerge? 


4) a, The anti-submarine measures permitted 
within a radius of 10 miles around our 
come even if in reality suspended aa 

he whole erea because of U-boats puttin 
endanger our own U-boats at sea, who may 
find themselves in a danger area unwitty 
(because of faulty radio communication, 
unforeseen changes in convoy coursess sam 
visibility), This ruling therefore seems 
need of improvement. 
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b. The suggested breadth of 40 miles to 
allow for U-boats putting in, would not 
give much room for extensive evasive action 
moevuew Ol Giee2O miles allocated for anti- 
submarine measures in the event of a convoy 


Uae 


Semliecir €scort is Operating it is out of 
the question to leave the aircraft to 
decide whether a boat is inside or outside 
icmiOetmmbhe racius, 


Moreover it appears: 

Pometeyions instruction of the boats cannot be 
euaranteed in view of, the difficulties which 
Ceremmeceur in communication. 


6) Finally the Naval Command Italy is of the 
Op echommesa. the proposed ruling does not 
meet the present requirements, 


B. 1) In order to establish absolute clarity in the 
i wWOmnwame cases, 1t 1s proposed to 
separate the areas in which U-boats and 
Stmmece ships operate basically. 


2) Im cases Where these areas overlap i.e, in 
cases where such a basic separation could 
Seteremiece, protection of our U-boats must 
be considered before attack on enemy 
submarines, 

Mastic in view tne following individual 

arrangements are proposed: 

a. In the area in which our own U-boats 
@o-@ te. anui-submarine measures to be 
permanently banned, They will be 
permitted in certain cases by Admiral 
Aegean if none of our U-boats are passing 
through the area. 5.0. 23 U-boat Flotilla 
should report to Admiral Aegean whenever 
Gars is the case, 


0, If possible our own convoys and indepen-= 
dent ships etc. should pass through this 
area only when none of our own U-boats are 
there at the time, 


Coe wubase Should not prove possible in 
individual cases, then anti-submarine 
measures should be executed by escorting 
naval forces only against submarines 
definitely identified as hostile, 
Operating air escort is absolutely for- 
bidden to attack submarines in this area. 
The submarine should merely be forced to 
submerge and then reported. 


d. The probable movements of our own ships 
ete, which notwithstanding have to proceed 
through this area will be reported to our 
own U-boats through $8.0. 23rd U-boat 
fou i lila, 


eo sea 
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e, Basically, our own ships must 
U-boats encountered in th 
friendly, Umless they 1s. 
informed thaG mene of Gur 
in that area. 


' Naval Command 
‘Most Secret 036 
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Appendix 7/1 
: ‘ 20 December 1941. 


German Naval Command Italy. 
Serial _No, Most Secret/S.( 0.s only 488/41, 


Operational. Order No.6 
_ Helsigthe at operations moc ot Malta. 


1) Reports on the énemy: 

alg Valetta, o: on the island of Malta, is still a 
Mem: important ehemy base in the Mediterranean, 
There is always a British cruiser squadron 
Operating from there, carrying OUt a yserie 700 
telling thrusts aimed at the German-Italian 
orepeveeeetc TO Nortm Africa, About 7-LO 
destroyers are stationed there pernanenons 


2, Valetta is also the intermediate station for 
enemy supply traffic running in an east-vwest 
Coe wonmet ide Mediterrancan. This traffic is 
not very considerable. The shivs operating here 
are almost all fast ships (ships of 12-14 knots). 
They mostly sail alone and strive to pass 
Viper me pewliaitenarca at might, At present it 
cannot be determined exactly how much convoy 
traffic there is. Isolated observations indicate 
i@eeeecomveyc dO run at times. 


3. The amount of shipping in Valetta harbor at 
Dreseqte ie strikingly high, The following have 
been identified by air reconnaissance: 

Tet loshin, 

14 merchant ships (5000-8000 GRT), 

1 large: troopship (12000-15000 GRT). 
egeWigweye el evi0us experience it is probable 
that these Siasy Wall nov stay long in Malta; 
their departure is expected in the next few 
C7 eee Occi ole that this unusual assembly 
Oi Shipemie forms part, of enemy preparations. 
CY -eiemdime operation, which may be expected 
ietbresadl slag) the direction of the Gulf of syrte. 
The presence OF 2 battleship strengthens this 
suspicion. | 


2) Own forces 
1, “German E-boats are the only surface forces 
: operat ing Paecvie Walia area - based on 
Augusta,’ Sicily, U-boats will be informed in 
gooc time concerning their operations, 


2, italian submarines are in the following attack 


glireas é 5 

Ueavearoca 30 N 395 40! N 
15° 40! B 160 20! E 

Wereazio' 34° 20! iN S52 O00! 1 
io 20" 8 16° 20! B 

"Squalo" os 20' N ce oc! 
14> 001 E 14° 40! B 
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4) 


D) 


3, Our own supply trefyie fo North Atricems 
being diverted to give lialta a wider bey 
Otherwise it goes through the area betm 
10° ancmecs 30! E, Italian naval Porcem 
often ‘operate in this area as GSCOmiaaam 
transport and our naval forces will be 
informed in advance as far as pOSsaiaam 
As ve have learned however that very of 
this is either impossible or almost 
imvossible, restrictions in @U(q@i=maaus 
to this area also (in accordance with 
para.lVb). 


4, Expect continuous transmission of resul® 
- obtained by our own air reconnaissance, 


Task 

The | boats 74 and u77 are to proceed from 
‘lessina to the Hastern Mediterranean via 
ilalta vith the main object of attacking 
enemy forces noted in para.l if they ssnoum 
put te sea. 


Recon. 
Disposition of boats in 2 Opera 
areas bounded ty 36° 20! N, 15°40") oa 

5° 20°, 4a aoe 

co) Operate in these areas as close @s 
possible to the expected enemy approac 
routes to Valetta y but by day outside T! 
100 meter les. 


c) Freedom to attack all targets except 
submarines, 


d) While making use of all opportUmpt1es am 
attack, special value is attaches 
observation of the inward routes, 


e) Remain in operational area for 3 days.m 
_the anti-submerine measures encountered 
are too strong so that the boats find @ 
impossible to remain, the Opemau@o iia 
broken off earlier; experience eas 
then be reported as soon as possible, 


Individual executive orders issued by 
Captain U-boats, 


Serie 


Fae |. 


Operational order Mediterranean No,.e. 


for U74 and U77 


I. Assignment 
1) Reconnaissance east of Malta for offensive 
Messibilities, 


2) Attack on any available enemy targets. 
(For areas where freedom of attack applies 
See peras. IV B 4 and 5). 


A, 1) Valetta, Malta, ms colllea very important 

enemy base inf the Mediterranean. There is 
always a British cruiser squadron operating 
Pee unetomecarmyine Out a series of telling 
thrusts aimed at the German-Italian supply 
eetete tO North Africa, About 7-10 
destrovers are stationed there permanently. 


TI. Reports on the enemy 


2) Valetta is also the intermediate base for 
enemy supply traffic running in an east- 
west direction in the Mediterranean, The 
ships operating here are almost all fast 
Ships (ships of 12-14 knots). They mostly 
sail alone and strive to pass through the 
Malta area at night. At present it cannot 
be exactly determined how much convoy 
traffic there is. Isolated observations 
mre@eave thay convoys do run at times. 


Seelaeamouns Of Shipping in Valetta harbor 
at present is strikingly high. The 
: following have been identified by air 
reconnaissance: | 
ee yusechip, 
14 merchant ships 5000-8000 GRT, 
ier eemanoopehip 12000-15000 GRT. 
Judging by previous experience, it is 
probable that these ships will not stay 
dong in Malta; their departure is expected 
within the next few days. It is possible 
that this unusual assembly of shipping 
fornis part of enemy preparations for a 
Popeye yoperation, which may be expected 
roughly in the direction of the Gulf of 
Syrte. The presence of a battleship 
strengthens this suspicion, 


B. 4) The positions of the Malta minefields can 
Pewceen from the attached appendix: the 
enemy inward and outward routes 
marked on it came from captured enemy 
material, Similar details for other areas 
have always proved correct up till now, 

As we have not carried out any operations 
Oieoecum ott alta during recent 

months, the enemy has had no cause to alter 
his routes, 


=e 
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5) The air activity in Gade recto mem. 

: probably considerable, Special operatiGm 
by enemy air forces to attack U-boets ha 
not been ascertained to date in the Cems 
Mediterranean, 


6) Judging by experiences gained so far, 
naval forces in the lIlediterranean are 
unpractised in anti-submarine activity. 
Beceuse of the very frequent air 
reconnaissance off Malta itself, we have 
the impression that there is little or fn 
stationary anti-submarine defense. 


Revorts on own forces 
1) German E-boets are the only surface forces 
operating in the Malta area - besed on 
Augusta, Sicily, U-boats will Be int orm 
in goog time concerning their Operationa 


2) Italian submarines are in the following 
attack areas: 


WSantarosa'! se ° a 36° 40' N 
15° 2c aw 16° 20° a 

"Topaziotl 34° Deu 359 orn 
: 15° 4@igee 16° 20! E 
"Scualot! 34° 20 oe OO! i 


14° O01 wa 14° 4G ae 


3) Our own supply traffic to Norma 
is being diverted to sive Malta a wider 
berth, Otherwise it goes through the art 
between 10° E and 239 30! Beem 
naval forces often operate in this erea 
as escort, 

Our transport and our naval forces as 
be informed in advance as far as possum 
As we have learned, hoWever; (Gla ussaaeme 
is either impossible or almost impossibl 
restrictions in attacks apply tomeume 
area also -(in accordance with para. IV % 


4) Expect continuous transmission ef resull 
obtained ey our own air reconnaissance, 


ixecubion 
. L) West of 15® 40! E, the attack arcas 
arc to be “occupueco ters 
U74 - area between 36° 20! Niame 


Sb SO at 
U77 - area between $5° 50! N and 
We 20)" y- 


Western limit 14° 30' Ey 
Freedom of attack on all targets in 
this area except submarines. 


2) The attack areas Which have pew 
ordered are to be occupied Tora 
Efforts are to be made to come Wwithi 
torpedoing-range of the enemy inwar@ 
and outward routes (see appendix)sam 
day alwavs remain in waters over 100 
meters in depth. At the end of this 


- 33064 


BNI IAL 


Permeaytne boats arc to continue independently, 
without sending a report end to proceed to the 
Hestern Mediterranean steering for CO 56, 
Further orders to follow by radio, From the 
ipei-wo™ leaving this area, Operational Order | 
No.49 will be -in force. - 


3) If the U-boats feel that they cannot remain 
Pioeiesta Under the conditions obtaining, or’ 
that there are no prospects of offensive 
Operations, they may proceed to the Eastern 
Mediterranean carlier. “hen about 150 miles 
Peomewalta, position and situation cncountered 
should be reported, 


mea) in the area between 10° BE and 23° 30) i 
attacks on all submarines are absolutely 
merbidden. 


5) In the area between 10° E and 23° 30! E 
the exception of the operational area off 
Malta to which the 2 boats have been allocated, 
Meo pore, IV A 1); attacks forbidden on.all 
naval and merchant vessels with the exception 
of ships which ere obviously cnemy. 

The fact that a ship is darkened or steering 
a definite course cannot be considered as 
Pmeorety itself of hostile character, 


with 


Mecommunications regulations — 
Meee first to remain on Service "Irland"; after .. 
leaving for the BKastern Mediterranean they will be 
Sraderca tO transfer to Service Crete. 


(Sd.)  Oehrn. 
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Table of successes Of German U-boats in. 
to 31 December 1941 


(according tO.LGpOrus receumea 


the Mediterranean f 


Ol. 


The following were sunk: 


Date By sunk 
Li Geen. Uae Gunboat 
1l Dees U374 1 Paceo 
vessel 
14 Dee. U557 1 Crugser 
19 Dec. U371 1 Cruiser 
21 Dec. U652 1 Tanker 
(7000 Gal) 
24 Dec. U568 1 Destroyer 
24 Dec. U559 1 Steamer 
28 Dec. U559 1 Steamer 


Date By Damaged Posiuuom 
13 Dec. U431 1 Steamer “West of 
Alexandria 
21 Dec, U573 1 Passenger East of 
steamer Gibraltar 
(about 8000 
tons) 
24 Dec. U559 1 Steamer North om 
Poor 


Post Giron 


Symieaie Ss ene 
Gibraltar 
Streazts of 
Gibraltar 
40 miles 
westnorth- 
vest of 
Alexandria 
28 miles 


westnorth-. 


west of 
Alexandria 
hegean 


North vom 
Tobruk 
Norgia of 
Tobruk 
Bastnorth- 
east of 
Bardia 


The following were damaged: 


Total of units feuoie: 
2 Cruisers 
1 Tanker 
1 Destroyer 
1 Gunboat 
1 Patroliviececew 
2 oteamers, 


Total of units damaged: 


3 Steamers, 


se 


5 = 


' Russien tanker 


Remarks 


About LOGO Ge 
1200 tone 
Trawler type 


Proba bil 
“Aurora” ieee 


"Leander” (ieee 


from Dardanelles 
Single-funnel d 
type 
From eastbound — 
convoy 

From eastbound 
convoy 


Remarks 


Iwo torpedo hitse 
bows torn off. No 
further observatic 
of anti-submarine 
measures by escor 
forces. Sims 
probable, 

From eastbound 
convoy 
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oem CP 7190, U77 CP 7164, 
U79_ CP 7190, 97. CK 9430, 
U371 CP 7220, U74 CP 7160, 
U374 CP 7251,  U568 CP 770. 


bp) U652 put in to Spezia. U133 put out fron 
Messina. 


II. a) Italian reconnaissance southwest and south 


Oe nkosi 
German reconnaissance west of Sicily. 


_b) German reconnaissance southeast of Sicily. 


ie 2) 6 


b) 0950 CO 9358 one battleship, two heavy 
eruisers, course 150°, moderate 
speed, 

1034 Bardia bombarded for 5 hours by 5 
Grunsers (2) 20 km off the coast, 
1250 CO 4651 (warship, southerly course, 
high speed). 


Caw « : 


a) From Spanish source: A number of ships have 
passec Alboran. 


IV. a) Alexandria operation: It is expected that 
all the U-boats will take up their allotted 
attack areas during the night of 1/2 January. 

b) U133 has been ordered to proceed along the 
coast of Cyrenaica to the area west of 
Alexandria. 

as oy ie 

el. 2) .fe 

bee 


(Sd,) Oehrn. 


ae ee oe 
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Pts 


Lue 


V3 


obs 


5 ey) 


U75 CP 7190, W77 cP view 
u79 CP 7190, U97 CK 9430, 
U133 CO 1540, "“Usymer 72.0. 
U?4 -€P 7160, 374 CP 7250, 


b) 
a) 


W560 CP 7276) 
U133 put out from Messina at 1600. 


German reconnaissance west and southwest 
of Sicily in the morning, west Of = ameamas 
in the afternoon. 

Italian reconnaissance west Of SiG eae 
the mornings south of Sicily 2a 
afternoon. 


.During the morning armec German 


reconnaissance in Athens, Totrun a. 
Benghazi area, 


ee 


1730 Italian air reconnaissance: 
one submarine im CJ9729en 


ales 
Ae 


The transport of supplies to North Africa 
proceeds according to plan. 'e must Take 
iato account the fact that the enemy may 
now have detected these movements. No 
reaction on his side has yet been 
established. The disposition of the Us oeemes 
off Alexandria has been somewhat altered 
because of a report from the Commander of 
U562, which has just returned from this 
area, Operetions will be focussed even 
more on the western route, While wae 
northern route is to be occupied by only 
one boat. The sector of dispositiomame- 
the western route is being somewhat 
broadened. The boats inside are being 


‘exchanged with the boats in the center 


b) 
sis 
a) 
b) 


positioner 


By de 


«J 


yy. 


Cogs Oehrn, 


eee eee Ree ae. 
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ie meercr 7190, U7? CP 7160, 


oes 


ine 


ID 


a 
Wis 


U79_ CP 7160, 97 CK 9430, 
Wi33 CO 6480,  U371 cP 7220, 
eee CO 7190, FUl74 CP 7240, 
els6c CP 7270. - 


feces 


a) German reconnaissance west of Sicily in the 
morning, 
italian reconnaissance west and southwest of 
cay in the morning. 


ce) eee 
a ae 


b) Italian air reconnaissance: 

1030 CO 9242 one steamer 3000-10000 tons , 
one destroyer, course 330°, 
Speco lO nous. 

1055 CP 7156 five destroyers, three merchant 
ships 1000- 3000" TONS y COUmee 
See. 

German air reconnaissance: 

1115 CO 4972 one destroyer, course 1009, 
moderate speed 

Italian air reconnaissance: 

0630 CJ 9728 one submarine, 

1445 CP 7532 one light cruiser, course 285°, 


ey s.. 
Oa 7: 


a) Transport of supplies according to plan. No 
visible enemy reaction. U75 reported that his 
Spemewonal erticiency is limited, and has 
moved off westward, 0568 has been ’ ordered to 
take over the former! s area as well, 

b) af! 6 

ste 

a) Because of a request made to Naval War Staff 
by C-in-C, U-boats (in C-in-C U-boats Most 
Secset/o.0,s only 783/41) the final number of 
boats to be despatched to the Mediterranean 
has been provisionally fixed at 25 to 26 
Docwomein Naval War Staff/ist Division 
(Operations) 2220/41 Most Secret/S.0.s only 
of 2 January Naval War Staff bases its 
decision on 

Improvement of the situation in the 
Weduterranecan, 
Pome cteration of its original plan to 
operate U-boats in the "Yestern 
Neciverrancan, Ac Ulis 2rea oOfiers litte 
prospect of successes now, 
ber veneers in Straivs or Gibraltar. 
German Naval Command judges the situation 
otherwise and reports its opinion in S.Q.s 
Only 11/42. 
(Sd.) Oehrn. 
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Tao CP ee U77 CP 7764, 
u79 CP Wlocs U97 CK 9430, 
U133 CO 6480, Us CP 72a 
Uiga CO 6258. U374 CP 7240, 
U568 CP 7270. 


ee 


TI. 2) Italian air reconnaissance west and south 
of Sicily. German air reconnaissance in the 
Central Mediterranean to protect a south- 
bound convoy. 


Bb) fs 


TIl. a) Italian U-boat at 0200 reported a British 
submarine im CN 3595, 1357. 


b) 0845 CN 3885 one submarine, course 160°, 
speed 10 knots, 

0930 CO 4975 one destroyer, one warship 
(2000 ree two merchant 
ships (2000 tons), two tugs; 
caurse 73°, speed slight, 

0945 CO 7924 one submarine. 


Italian air reconnaissance: 

1000 CL 6884 three merchant vessels up to 
3000 tons, ‘mean course 
easterly, speed 8 knots 

1007 Clr easemem. merchant ship over $000 
tons, one destroyer, course 
270°, speed 6 knots; 

1215 GO 2ilcaueme submarine, 

1920 CP 7278 two Gestroyers, course 3cce 
speed 22 knots. 


c) According to Italian radio intelligence, 
the cruiser "Hermione" is in the Western 
Mediterranean. 


G)) aa 


Iv. a) U74 has commenced return voyage. Transport 
of supplves accomplished successfully. As 
there is the possibility that our jaaeg 
neconneissance has not intercepted enemy 
movenents (reconnaissance not exhaustive) ; 
the U-boats will remains position to 
intercept the enemy returning if occasion 
arise. 

The boets have been ordered to move off 
west after 0000 on 5 January. 


Bb) eve 
, VI, a) and b) ./s 


Ne 
(San) Oehrn. 


ee 
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PecmueO> Cc) 1960, J74 wv 1950, 
U97 CK 9430, Uae 0 5720, 
Uie3 CO 6840, Ujee CO 6060, 
iy. CO 6980. U374-CO 9130, 
roe Oo 9220, We CONS BO) 


Pee e2e5 uc ous trom Spezia, 


II, a) Italian reconnaissance west and south of 
So mie eer morn ne, 


b) Italian reconnaissance southeast of Sicily 
Maule wai ce rnoon. 
German reconnaissance (armed) in the Athens , 
Wiese menes avea in the afternoon, 


ioe, 2) ./>. 


melee tian 

He7O CO 9269 one cruis (?), one steamer 
1000 - 3999 aie. course 90°, 

1050 CO 9242 one desvroyer, two steamers 

eee 1000 —- 3000 tons, COs 20°... 
speed 10 isos 

1100 CO 9252 one cestroy.r, course 0°, stopped, 

beens OD yO cluisers course 300°, 

inOeeRs7250 tio lee%t cruisers; mean course 
MOG nice wer ly. 

mee C) 9653 one sieecrine, ' 

Hoe encO 37/26 one <\Merine, course 270°, 


en. / « 
cl) eee 


Inge) Operation off Alexandria ended at 0000. Boats 
are moving away westwards, This time the 
Operation has not been successful, They have 
been requested to report their positions 
CUu@@ienume coming night im definite order of 
succession, 


b) The new disposition provides a north-south 
line with each boat in an 18 mile square in 
the area from the coast to 60. miles away. 
Dies pron: Ui/> - CO 6980 

_U568 = CO 6860 

UL33 ~- CO 6810 
These boats to concentrate in the north 

U371 - CO 6940 

U79 =~ CO 9250 

0374 = COP 130 

U77 =~ CO 97650 
CeneemrratioOn in the south. 


Vie aye 


Wil a) s/; 


b) Conferences on Pola U-poat base. 
Gpeenization and development. 


(Sd...) Oehrn. 


» 
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I. a) U74 CJ 8230, e205 Cie aee 
u97 CK 9430, U7? CO 6720, . 
U133 CO 6840, 568 CO 6890, 
u75 CO 6980, 371 CO 6970, 
U374 CO 9130, U9 CO 9220. 


b) U74 put in to Messina and out again. 
a) <5i/ae 


b) German reconnaissance in Malta areawand 
south of Crete in morning (patchy because 
of weather), 


ees) ee 


bb) Liaise reconnaissance: 
0940 CJ 9635 one submarine, course 135°) 
1315 CO 9383 one steamer 3000-10000 tons, 


course 195°, speed 2 knots, 
two Me Lats. 3? 


1330 CO 3434 one submarine, course 255 
speed 4 knots, 

1340 CO 6885 two heavy cruisers, two light 
CrULSer Sao ui destroyers, 
westerly course, speed 20 
KHoOUSse 


c) According to Italian radio intelligence, 
the cruiser "Dido" is again ine 
Mediterranean. 

cae 

ea) ae 

b) After the fall of Bardia, the German Air 
Force and U-boats received orders not to 
attack any ships under 6000 tons on an 
easterly course east of Bardia, - 

Reasons: To protect transports carrying 
Germen prisoners of war. 


V. U75 and U79 have not replied to the request 
to report their positions. 


Vly ae aye 
b) fe 


(Sda) Oehrn, 
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I. a) U74 CJ 1390, 205 co 1450, 
Wggyeeo 1810, 371 CO 5370, 
u97 CK 9460, U77 CO 6720, 
U133 CO 6840,  U568 CO 6890, 
Uy75 CO 6980, 371 CO 6970, 
levee o 130, U79 CO 9220, 


Pm Jeena U205 put out from Messina, 
II. a) No reconnaissance because of weather, 
b) No reconnaissance because of weather, 
memes), bd), c), d) 4 
ime a) ./. 


byotuuation report from U371:; 
eon ' Drayer's 
Only western route traffic established, Patrol 
line 30 miles further to the west would be more 
Pewoearlo £0r rlankineg boats. 
De weevero On Gxploratory sweeps by day, for the 
first time with echo ranging sets. Enemy still 
Unpractised in the use of this, Possibly a 
destroyer was torpedoed as well as the 
"Neptune", After 0600 returned to CO 6976. 


ee 75 and Wee od Up again. Did not report, 

[eee According to Naval War Staff/lst Division 
Operations 16/42 S.0's only, it has been 
decided that 2 or 3 more U-boats in all are 
still to be sent to the Mediterranean. 


Ey i /< 


(Sd. ) Oehrn, 
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lhe 


iis 


Tis 


ane 


V, U374 fee Ges reported as requested, 


vale 


ee ee. 
A a Se ee | eS 


b) 
a) 


b) 


a) 


(ey) 
c) 


d) 
a) 


b) 


a) 


) 


U77 +30 6780, 097) COM ey 
U133 CO 7150, ~aZ05 Commies: 
3371 CO 6850, “ges CON aer 
U577 CO mie ee 


U74 put in tO Siezaas sieee OF 
ve 


German reconnaigsance between 20° and 
24° EB, nothing sighted, patchy because 
of weather, 


Italian Navy: 
9 January 0222 enemy submarine CO 2857, 
0700 enemy submarine CN 3336. 


o/e 


A battleship of the First Squadron is 
apoarently at sea, 


a 
ana 


U295 and U577 have been ordered to make 
for CO 93 northern and southern wees 
Situation report from U5ocr 
"On U-boat radio wave (Crete 1) 2102/77566 
time of receipt 22527, To Captain U-boats: 
Nothing of interest observed in MG O2, In 
ON O1 on 30 December anti-submarine hunt 
by three destroyers, Depth charges. Strong 
air patrols, occasionally at niin 
submarine group of three patrol vessels 
with two aireraft in “F 9860 om 6G James 
Otherwise nothing seen. 

From Freuss", 
U97 nas been ordered (by Admiral Aegean 
to whom he is operationally subordinate) 
to put into port because one man 1S¥eeene 


wm / 
w/v 


(Saree Oehrn. 
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9 January 1942 


ymiyeeeco 7130, ~ U1l33 CO 7150, 
Weee® 5150, U371 CO 5310, 
WieescO 7140, 577 CO 1960. 


b) U97 put in to Selamis at 1015. 
aio 10) Ry ee 
a / « 


Ppeiceiian air force report: 

1145 enemy submarine 4 miles southeast of 
Cope Colonne, 

0408 on 10 January, Enemy submarine, course 
250°, 18 miles from Antipaxi 

Convoy with two destroyers in Sidi Barrani 
area 

1325 one heavy Clu ccl a ome Ocstroyer one 
merchant ship 2000-8000 tons, one small 
steamer of 2000 tons in CO 5587. 


ec) The British cruiser "Hermione" is supposed to 
be in the western Mediterranean, 


Oo) ./ 
2 eae 


mmole of special interest in U77's situation 
Pe pore , 


Wee 77, Ua/74 were requested to report again, 
but have not done so, We are very anxious about 
the ‘boats. For summary of available data see 
Appendix l. 

a). /t 


iB) s/s 


—-hhe 
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T. a) U77 9CO G7 U1L33 €0 oto 
iO CC 6710, U566 168 6890, 
U577 CO 5650. 


b) U371 put in 36 Salamicwareo oe 
Lire) Gee 


‘b) German air reconnaissance between 20° 
and 24° E, nothing sighted. Not exhaustiv 
because of weather, 


Til, aie 


b) German air report: 
One heavy cruiser in Valetta auuemamm 


opi a) ./. 


IV. a) The loose disposition in a noriaeaenam 
‘line has produced no successes after 5 
days. Tne boats have been detailed to 
carry out a lightning attack Ommaa. 
route to Tobruk (learnt from captured 
material), 

See Appendix 2 for orders concerniie we as 
The first attack is fixed for temas 
lIjle Danwei. 


lope 
Vag Vie oe eye 


(Sd.)  Oehrn, 


DENT IAL 
dieveanvuary 1942 


ieee, CO 6780, ~~ U133 CO 6790, 
W205 CO 9220, 1568 CO 6760. 
We? COI30, 
Gee 
ea) / 


b) German air reconnaissance, nothing sighted. 
Not exhaustive because of weather, 


beers), 0), 7c), ad) ./. 
Wie), ©) a7. 

Ve 

ieee). 0) s/. 


(Sda.) Oehrn, 


sine 
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I. a) U7? "CO S3eue U205 ConG740. 
U133 CO 5¢ee. U565 Coy cua, 
U577 GO 67oae 


b) U97 put out from Salamis at 1500. 
i 2) yee 


b) German air reconneissance between 20° and 
24° B, 36° N and African coast. Nothing 
sighted, 


Lila 


b) German air report at 0610 of hospical 
ship at anchor, position 32° 22 
230° 2515 
italian air report; 

‘1000 enemy submarine CJ 9893, course 


270°, 
1608 enemy submarine CJ 9868, course 
poo. 
e) ave 
d) We 


IV. a) The operetion against the route to Tobruk 
has led to the torpedoing of a "Jervis! 
class destroyer by U77. The attack is to 
be repeated to-morrow night, 


b) U568 and U77 homeward bound. 

V. U77 reported a "Jervis" class destroyer 
torpedoed. Stern torn off. Sinking nos 
observed. According to the radio intercept 


service the destroyer sank between 0900 
and 0955, 


(Som Oehrn,. 
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ioe cuary 1942 


I. a) U77 CO 2860, 97 cK 9870, 
UL33 CO 5930,  U205 co 6750, 
U568 CO 1980, 577 co 6780. 


I) ee 
i. a) ./. 


b) German air reconnaissance between 15° and 

20° BE, nothing sighted, patchy as a result 

of the weather, Italian air reconnaissance 
southwest of Sicily, nothing sighted. 


ie a) ./s 


eit eaie report: 
eto ewer cruiser near Tunis, course 90°, 
1010 CO 5836 four medium-sized merchant 
EGupe,, course 270°, 
1055 enemy submarine, course 135° 7 miles from 
Cape Rizzuto (east of Cape Colonne). 


Coat. 
uae). 


IV. a) Since the attack on Tobruk was successful 
and the radio intercept service has now 
given us information concerning enemy anti- 
SU ommemmeasirtes., une boats have been 
@rectedeto Occupy new attack areas. Panzer 
Group Africa's request - made repeatedly to 
German Naval Command - to have the boats 
CYervaue oif Sollum has been granted, 
especially because - as the situation has 
developed - an attack by naval forces can 
now be expected against land positions here, 
The three U-boats in the operational area 
will operate as near as possible to Sollum 
Bay, though it is in no way ideal as regards 
depth of water. 


b) ay ae 
V. It may be concluded from the radio intercept 
service, that an enemy unit has been torpedoed 
| between Sollum and Alexandria. Probably a 
destroyer of the "Zulu" class. 


VI. a) A new supply convoy is scheduled for 20 
January. 


b) 5 Ae 
(San moc airn. 


a RCE mR ROI 00 SRR GREE PRISE PARR Un YY Sm ee RA, Se AAR oth AR 


Bie 
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14 January 1942 


. a) U97 CO Cle UL33 COs a 


IT, 


Ti. 


IVs 


b) 


a) 
b) 


a) 


b) 


c) 
d) 
a) 
b) 


. the boats were requested to report whether 
they had taken part in actions according ae 
radio intercept Peport War Diary sores 
January pare.V. No reports have been receive 


Wiss a), b) aye 


3) the traffic from the eas. .] Benghazi 


U205 CO 6190, 568 CO 1580, 
U577 CO 9210, 


U77 put in to S@lanis 227coCe 
U331 put out from Sabaniacwar oes 


ae 


German _air reconnaissance OF Cemumem 
Mediterranean, almost an exhaustive 
reconnaissance, nothing sighteds 


we 


German air reconnaissance: 

0820 four destroyers, one cruiser with 
fighter cover. CN 3491, Geum ae 
put into port again at O93 

1035 CO 5578 three destroyers, two mercham 
vessels, 270°, 

1120 €COF2055 enemy submarine 300°, 

1245 five ships five miles north of Tobruk; 
type not distinguished ,course 205—5 

Italian report: 

0645 enemy submarine 36° 25! Wi, 26°.sa 


1200 ° " 380 271 No 150 ja! E; 
HEIs i " 389 10' N, 13° 25! By 


1500 " " 39° 25° fe 18! Ea 

German air reconnaissance: 

L520 fem teh ie merchant ship 
32° 55! N, 219 25' E, courseuegmam 
moderate Speed. 


oe 
vee 
wei 


U331 has been assigned the area north of 

Ras Amer as approach areas; it is SUSpeCtem 

that a certain amount of the supply trace 

to Benghazi and Malta converges there, It 

appears from reports received that 

1) Benghazi has gradually: becqme serviceab 
again for enemy supply tre@ii ic jageeee 
being used to a considerable extent; 

2) the enemy intends to use this Bers for 
larger quantities of supplies: 


anc apparently Malta as well passes 


fairly close to the coast im the wa 
Amer area. 


(Sd) Oehrn, 


Se SR ES CR a IE ag a 
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eA RARE A, RY TGS TAS A SE AO OE IE A RARER A Co ats al AB GR SL AOONT R RE) A I SO 


15 January 1942 


iene) U7 oe O20. U97 CK 9460, 
iiggee® 9120, U331 CO 2590, 
U568 Strait of Messina, U205 CO 9170, 
Uy 77CO 9210, 


eevee 
ie a) ./. 


b) German air reconnaissance between 22° and 
ee eam iMciiorG Watecra bo the east and 
[cou emomurtner reports apart from 
sightings already reported. 


mee es) ./. 


b) 0955°32° 48! N 209 5' BE, four merchant 
vessels 2000-8000 tons, one destroyer, 
Cea rcrart. course 90°, 

1140 CO 9354 four destroyers, two medium- 
sized merchant ships 2000-8000 tons, 
eoumses2/0°. stopped, 

LIE centite. destroyers, five steamers 3000- 
meee OMrens a1 32° 320! N, 270 10° ee 
eourse 330°, 

1125 one steamer 10000-20000 tons in 319 50! N 
po eis course 150°, 

1400 enemy submarine off Suda Bay. 


ore 


d) Specially valuable convoy Alexandria- 
Benghazi (German Air Force Operations Staff). 


IV. a) From the German Air Force reconnaissance 
reports it appeared that a fairly large 
transport of supplies was moving from the 
direction of Alexandria westward, Presumably 
there is gome connection between this and an 
intelligence report from the Gorman Air 
Force Operations Staff. 

On the strength of these reports the boats 
were detailed to operate in a loose 
disposition. A line 20 miles in breadth 
parallel to the aoast up to a distance of 
about 60 miles apart (U205, U133, U577). 
U205 and U133 sighted the convoy about 
midnight and attacked, Contact was then 
lost, Both boats were hunted by the cscort 
and forced away. 

U205 reported: heavy air reconnaissance day 
erdwirenc Cif Sollum. 


b) U331 has been detailed to the area 40 miles 
Homie cast and west of CO 5811; 


V. U205 - two hits on unknown targets, 
U133 = one hit on destroyer probable, 


Pee ale) «</. 
(Sd. ) Oehrn, 


aoe 
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Copy 
9 January 1942 


Appendix 1 
TouG=in-C Usheats 


1. "We are anxious about U75, U79, and U374. 
Since 6 January U75 and U79, and since 
7 January U374 nave repeatedly been requested 
to report and have not answered. 
The radio intercept service provides no clues 
which might indicate that these boats are 
present in the operational area, It is 
possible therefore that they have been lost. 


2. a) U79 has not reported since he put out from 
Salamis on 21 December, There is nothing to 
indicate that the boat has reached the 
operational area, — 


b) U75 last reported at 2359 on 27 Decemueus 
The boat was then in contact with a convoy 
in CO 9229. The enemy consisted of one 
steamer, two destroyers, and One jesee@. 
vessel. Course 110°, speed 8-9 knots. It 
is probable that the convoy attacked on 
the same evening by U652 was the same 
convoy, although U652 reported a different - 
but as the boat says - inaccurate position. 
U652 believed he heard torpedoes explode 
after midnight, which could then Omiiiiaa 
been fired by U75. It seems therefore that 
the boat attacked. No more reports have 
been received from him since this attack. 


c) U374 last reported at 0152 on 28 December, 
The boat was operating on the Ringedmann 
convoy and requested direction finding 
Signals from the shadower at that time. 


3, a) All three boats were ordered on 31 Decenber 
to occupy attack areas close to Alexandria. 
It is doubtful however whether all three 
boats were still there at this time. 


b) According to a British broadcast report 
C~-in-C . British Medi terranes ies 
announced in a special report on 
2 January, that during the operations Wile 
took place a short time ago in the vicinity 
of the coast of Libya, units of the wemasiem 
Fleet destroyed two German and one Italian 
U-boats. 130 prisoners in all were taken. 
The destroyers "Kipling", “Hotspur a 
"Hasty" were among the British units. These 
destroyers have been operating in the 
Mediterranean for months. If this news is 
correct, the destruction must have taken 
place before 2 January. 
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4, a) To date, almost all boats have reported on their 
return that cnemy anti-submarine defenses are 
NOG Mimerically strong 1t is true, also 
remarkably inexperienced, Location sets have 
only been detected very rarely, Their use had 
little effect. 


b) No planned anti-submarine hunt of any great 
extent and systematic type has been observed 
even after the destroyers were sunk off 
Alexandria, 


e) The hunt for U83 is an exception. That was a 
purely hydrophone hunt, during which the boat 
apperentlv had the bad Luck to receive a series 
of accidentally well-placed depth charges, One 
Gis es gen the impression that, after the 
first successful interception of ’ the beat. sue 
efemy cOntimued to hold it as suecessfully. 


d) The number of depth charges used is - except 
for U83 - surprisingly small. , 


e) Even if there is very great air activity in the 
operational area, one cannot however say that 
anti-submarine hunts by aircraft play a large 
part in it. In any case air defense by night 
Neeporcerved for the first time by U77 at the 
end of December. 


f) Observations made by the boats led us to conclude 
a certain intensification of anti-submarine 
betes. fir attacks on Salamis show that the 
enemy intends to apply himself to attacking 
the U-boats more than he has done so far. 


peed think it is most probable that U75 and U374 
were lost through the action of surface units. 
Pits ssimdicated by: 
PiamosoieGeqne reports, and 
fie eateaeiaumber of prisoners. 
im the case of U75 there is also the probability 
that the boat continued attacking the reported 
convoy. The loss must have occurred at night, 
It is possible that U374 also attacked the same 
convey. 


b) The loss of U79 must be regarded as a mystery. 
There is the possibility that it was torpedoed 
by an enemy submarine. All we know about the 
activities of enemy submarines is that they 
Poetetewpriacipally On traitie routes in the 
mnmcamare vicinity of bases or on focal points. 
Pe@ivioe st ariure or oir attack are likewise 
Peccmobewe Destruction by sumiace forces is the 
Messgeprobanle Since one could then have 
expected some indication from the radio 
Pavewere py service. 


Gy Conclusions? 
a) There is no reason to regard a new defensive 
Sol Gils Gabeyal as having arisen because of these 


higieloesses. 
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bo) It is improbable that the am@eposm.1 oie. 
Alexandria caused the losses] at Vesci mas 
the loss of U75meqceUs 72. 


c} Inereased attention must be directed tommae 
danger from enemy U-boats. 


d) The possibility of aircraft being useduae 
night for anti-submarine hunts must be ta 
into account, and especially at the pera 
or Luni noon. 
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Popendix 2. 
10 January 1942 


Most Immediate teleprint message to: Naval’ 
Communications Officer Ostia 
Most Secret, Officer's cypher "M", U-boat 
radio message "Crete" 
from Captain U-boats. 


Dirmewiuent 11/12 January carry oUt aesomum 
on the route leading WO TObmUA, Opcrauc tnemomama 
.move off before dawn, See sketch of this route with 

(iren all boats are equipped, apart from Reschkes 


Dascr ie bution: 
1) West of 24° 30! BE; 
Poeaaqwcnsure” south of the route, 
ecmender™ = north of it. 
eyes of 24° 30' Fs: 
Peeves’ SOutn Of the prolongation of tae router 
Pieese’ north or itu 


See becenle": attack area AR 9740 and 9770, 
Moving away by day optional. 
Repetition of the attack will be PRL 


according to the situation. Other boats freedom 
Of action. 


Captain U-boats, Italy. 
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WAR DIARY 
OF 
CAPTAIN U-BOsaTS, ITALY 


16 - 31 JANUARY, 1942. 


Gye ga 


CONFIDENTIAL 


16 January, 1942 


ieee) U 73 CH 8100, 
U 97 CK 9430, 
mela) CO 6780, 
meee CO) 6790, 
Ue co 5810, 
Ws] 7 CO 6880, 
Mims6e Ci 5610. 


fea) ./. 
b) German reconnaissance southeast of 
olclliyeccelar as the African coast, no 


results, not exhaustive because of 
Weather, 


TIT. a) U 205 reported a large steamer on a 
westerly course in CO 6898. 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


WO2en CG) 5979 three merchant ships, 2,000 - 
8,000 tons, course 90°. 


Italian Navy: 
Ole, 17 january 35° 50' N, 25° 5° &, 


Cilemy submarine, course and 
speed not known. 


ie a) ./. 


b) The three boats east of Sollum were 
ordered to leave the following positions: 


U 205 6840, 
ees CO, 
Ue 921, 


pegereoeooron 1/7 sanuary, and to proceed 
eastwards parallel to the coast, day's 
rian OO miles. 


Vi Eee c/a 
b) U 577 was requested to report his position. 
Bo-weaoo non reported . The boat must be 
2 presumed lost. . 


faeee) b) ./. 


(Signed) Oehrn. 
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Ieee Ole 
i. ve) U 73 Chita 
U 97 CE 9430, 
U 133 COP oGe 
U 205 COBG2 cr 
U 331 CO Scr 
U 577 CoO 1a 
b) U 453 put cCuteeron Spezia at Wie 
Wi 37a ? ve ihe it r SO). 
U 375 rr v? wt tt tt 1636, 
U nae sO] tt ia tt rhs Sie 
Tit .: Sa) eo) ae 
pC ames eae 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


0930 32° 35' N, 24° 5' E, four destrovers, three 
merchant ships, course 270°. 


1000 3290 25'ae Die 5' BH, one light cruaiaame 
three destroyers, several mediun- 
sized merchant ships, fighter =eoveus 


IV. a) U 133 reported that at 0730 he came upon two 
destroyers in CO 9221. One of then@euie 
U 205 heard numerous bomb explosions itaeeea 
direction of COmae oe Suspected bombs, and 
got a hydrophone bearing in this dir@e@ ues 
assumed that it was the enemy convoy proeecqum = 
to Benghazi, which had been reportedqd a ae 
anti-submarine defense. 


Both boats were ordered to go in pursuit, but 
reported after dark, however, thet Ui 
possible by day because of air paurowen They 
were then ordered to continue passage Saag aes 


b) U 73 - coming fron the Atlantic - renorved 
his position in the Mediterranean and WowWee. 
under Captain U-boats' command. 


We a) U 133 sank one destroyer in CO 922). 


b) As U 577 has not reported, we must assume that 
the boat hes been tocr. 


Following data is available concerning Tiempo as 
or can be cOnmectedmy wie. 


U 577 came from the Atlantic and lett Meeeanaa 
for the cast on 7a] During the nighy 
7/8 January, he reported from CO mm msec ime 
obvious reason. There were no further mepomee 
Tren tics be cies It was detailed to operat 
first off Tobruk, later cast Gi Ole 
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pecomemme tO Lvaliam radio intercept 
service « bout was torpedoed by two 
biebhoici inits edst of Sollum at 1545 

ene lo fanuary. These were probably 
ain eelass destroyers, A. request 

for furiher information made to the boats 
remiined unanswered. Om iy January at 
los eae recomnaissance Hircraiit based on 
ecm ia reported: Olli Patches rising 
to the surface at a point 40 (or 4) miles 
Pearine Ioo° from 330 N, 25° E. 


t 


18 January, 1942 


foes) U 73 CH 9360, 
Oo Ch 95105 
Wie CO 9220), 
U 205 CO 6860, 
Wie CO 55/0, 
eee Cs 1960, 
Wis 75) CU 1930, 
Testi 1630, 
ess Cl 5110, 
Meool CH 69380 
moe pun into Spezia at 1600. - 
ii. a) ./. 
b) German reconnaissance not always 
exhaustive. 
i, 2) ./. 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


peotmeo eo N, 16° 55! E, 4 cruisers, 
iO destrovers, 5 Sveamers, 
eourse 270°. 


iene@peo 37! NM, 17% 5! 2 steamer of 
2,000 = 8,000 tons, 2 destroyers, 
one torpedoboat, course’ 120°, 
speed 10 knots. : 


Ttalian air reconnaissance: 
1100 32° 10' N, 24° 10' E, 1 destroyer, 


jl. steamer of 1,900 to 3,000 
tons, course 90°, speed 10 knots. 
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~ 


1150°31° 3' N, 28° 55' H, 1 Gruiser, 3 destroyoume 
3 large steamers over 8,000 ; 
tons, 1 tanker, course 285°, 
speed 10 knots. 


German air reconnaissance: 


1205 31° 15' N, 20° V6" ee Sse em 
2,000 - 8,000 tons, 7 guardjeaws 
course 90°, speed 11 + 17 kage 


1104 32° 21! N, 249 45" Bo ene were steamer, 
1134 31° 36' N, 26° 10' EB, one small] Seaemee 
Italian Navy; | 

6755 35° 255 NN 2 ee eneny subnenieee 
German cir reconnaissance: | 


1700 33° 48' NM, 18° 15' BY 2 crdieereaeee 
destroyers, 6 freieivera 


1737 32° 43° NM, 23 destroyers, 2 
freighters, course 300~- |) Meiees d 
10 knigeas 


italian radars intereept revere. 


O9L9 33° 55° N, 17° 50° #\ One craieaeeee 
.destroyers, course 140°, speed 
20 Enews: 


fe 


U 205 and U 133 have been detailed GO iiives tye. 
the Italian aircraft Pe porteci a oe U 1335a8s 
to operate on the convoy up to 15 mille@siia ee 
coast, U 205 between 15 and 25 niles frame 
Ceasiie | 


U 331 hes been ordered to proceed alone etiewee ss 
eastward alOme se (0mm sie The area he au 
present occupies is being meade ténporariim 
available to the :Italiéns, who wish (0 Gpewea. 

3 U-boats “ewes 


U 561 (Bartels). reported his arrival in the 
Mediterranean. 


During the next few davs, probably on 21 January, 
it is intended to run 4 new supply transporg ae 
Jeeauyeye llaige The U-boats are to be disposed off 
Alexandria for this, aS on 1ormer occ 141cuee fies, 
‘this dete is adhered to, 3 German boatsuav wie 
will be available, one of them with only 2 bow 
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Ia 


ee 


a) 


iad 2 Suerin torpedoes. iWeweuher 5 boaus 
SWenoute cannot reach the area north of 
Oymemsnce before 21 or 22 January. They 

owe dwe GO proceed north of 34° N, around 

a eta boats’ Cisposi tion: this is 
necessary as the Italians have given their 
boats permission to attack submarines in the 
Operational area and have therefore requested 
that former orders stand. 


The general impression during the last few 

Gays of a definite increase in traffic is 
deepening. Even if we reckon on duplicated 
Ot reports irom the German Air Force, 
MeewnepoGis Permit us to conclude that 

traffic has greatly increased. The size 

of the supply steamers has apparently increased 
likewise. Pucs@ers Of 5,000 Tons are of ten 
Meretoned and partly confirmed by aerial 
photographs. 


ve 


(Signed) Oehrn. 


we 73 Cis 720, 

U97 CK 9430, 

est CO 9640, 

Weeo> CO 9810, 

Wee! CO 55708 

Meee on 9576, 

ees Cs 9510, 

Wes CJ 9850, 

Weel CH 9355. 

ie cou to Messina at 1150. 
U oS) vt vt ? wt VA TCAD) = 
i BS) " t! " " tY EBiOOX 
U 


Pj pUewout from Messina at 1/710. 
ae 
German reconnaissance of Central Mediterranean. 


Meee econ o2 39 three British Units, course 
SOl- hi eh speed. 


German air reconnaissance: 


(0855 CN 3757 convoy, northerly course, 


moderate speed. Pile ii vO 
Valetta ap 1520. 
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0915 CO 5525 3 eruisers, 7 Gestroyer coum 
90°, high speed. 


0838 CO 9218 1 cruiser, 2 destroyers, 3 las 
freighters, 1 tanker, course 2eoam 
specd LO "kmeves 


Italien repo: 


0925 CO 9265 2 destroyers, 3 freighters (10,000 
20,000 tons), course 285°, speed 
OM Oona 


German air reconnaissance: 


CO 5461 5 destroyers, 6 medium-sized freighters, 
course 90°, 


0935 CO 9265 3 destroyers, cone freighter. 
1440 CO 5688 4 destroyers, 3 freightemer 
1035 CP 7199 5 large freighters, 2 deSimepaas 


1105 CO 5962 2 freighters, southwester my 
: Course. — 


italian radio intercenG cera. 


Three Fleet formations are supposed =Gomm 
at sea. 


‘ft 


Air reconnaissance again intercepted Uiemeem a 
of 3 steamers and one tanker escorted ayaa. 
cruiser and three destroyers. Its speed is 

8 knots. 

U 205 and U 133 have been ordered to continue 
CO OPCrabe one mre 

Air reconnaissance again established Ver ies, 
traffic in a line about 50 miles breadwawieaa 


the North African coast. . No clear DiGi 

can be obtained from the lerge number Of =Ge emis 
boa 

re 


U 557 has been reported missing for theweeqmae 
time. 


[os ger 
(Signed) Oehrn. 
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pemoanuery, 1942 


1 a) Vo CJ 9579, 
ieee 9130 , 
133 CO 9250, 
BUD CO 9230, 
OF), 
a CO 1L20, 
pelle C) 7519. 


eevee im to Mecsine at 1110, 
372 put out from Messina at 1815. 
Pee pitein bo Spezia at 2400. 


Gee eaeoeeceaceae 
Ww 
Lo 
aod 
Co 
© 


TI. a) Italian reconnaissance. Nothing sighted 
ees. 1)", 


bo) German reconnaissence. 
ii, 2) ./. 
b) German air reconnaissance: 
eeOWCON 92 > | freighter, 1 patrol vessel. 


1038 CO 9368 1 tanker, 1 destroyer, 
southwesterly course. 


eeeeO 7/571 1 cruiser, 1 torpedoboat, 
course 270°, 18 knots. 


a 


melone, 72/6 1! light cruiser, 1 patrol 
mecceiles Course 2700" 


Italian Navy: 
CJ 9935 one enemy submarine. 


ec} Enemy unit reported bombing attack at 1014 


eo F252 - (Apparently this concerns the 
Uits reported at 1010). 
per. / « 


ieee) U 205 and U 133 have not. contacted the convoy. 
(maim ewomenece LO Une running of the next 
Pomc VOmummuUntt, Which is to begin on 22 
ae cee oe U 205 and U53 have been 
Mit Chee Cnno Une Cast ond ordered to bie 
on the western route from Alexandria in 
Piepacesarcas at OS0O0 on 22 January. ate 
other outward bound boats will not have 
jc rivedarn the Hasterm Mediterranean by 
this time. On Oper puOns mn une area ol 
Wtictemomprorch route will therefore be 
possible. 


le. / 
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b) 


‘Captain U-boats therefcre proposes a move from 


Position at bases. 


The hasty enlargement of the bases at Spezia 
and Pola - which was undertaken in view of 
the transference of 36 German U-boats to the 
Mediterranean - has not only progressed 
according to plan, but has taken place uma. 
quickly in every respect than seemed possmame 
at first and was cgreed by the Italie The 
enlargenent hes progressed - in essentials - 
smoothly and without any difficult vesmen 
hitches worth mentioning; 10 iste 
acknowledged that the Italien offices 
concerned have worked throughout Quiche 
objectively, generously and unhanpercom 
officialdom, and have taken pains towmees 
German requirenents in every way. The 
Italian Navy has hereby submitted tomes 
considerable limitations in these Dass 

The dockyard capecity attained at pres 

is 30% higher than wes proposed or agreed. 


4, new situation has arisen with regard@Gomiaa 
enlargement of the bases because of Naval War 
Staff's decision not to despatch any et aie 
to the Mediterranean et present, apart 
those already allocated (23 boats in yaaa The 
dockyard space a@lready available is sufficient 
for the present number of boats inc] UGH ag 
adequate Mesemvcr 


If the present number of boats standeyya. 
organization of 3 Mediterranean bases) Wie 
be neceseai 


Two bases will be quite adequate, and Wie 
more favorable for organizational and adminvstracm 
reasons. Spezia must remain one of these epae as 
because it is the best and most eificicigs Tine 
choice of the second rests between Polaw ass 

pe lamiss 


While Salamis has the sdventage of 2G Siijiaea 
approach route to the operational area) ie 
otherwise at a disadvantage compsred with Pola 
in every way (us far es the military aspect is 
concerned). 


Selenis toweolae For correspondence on Cia 
subject sce Apwendi ae 

Simultaneously, the Italian Navven=ceoeem 
informed to whet extent the bases will probamiy 
be occupied by German U-boats fcr the next 4 = % 
weeks, 


For this see Append = 


(Siened) Gena: 
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Pealanibery, 1942 

i eels CO 2975, 
WezO5 CO 9396, 
eee Co 9325, 
U 97 CK 9430, 
eee co hes, 
Wee Ce 1956, 
ees CO 271.5, 
Mesos Cl 8577. 


b) U 73 put out from Messina. 


TI. a) Italian reconntiissance west of Seal ily 
MOtming sighted. 


b) German reconnaissance: 


Nothing sighted in the Central Mediterranean. 
Exhaustive south of Sicily, not exhaustive 
fememedisu of Sicily, 


imei. a) Italian Navy: 


0300/22 January enemy submarine bearing 
2 rom Alem. 12 niles 
away (CIT 5589), 


PyeGermean air reconnaissance: ‘ 


0955 ee ieee me csi roycrs, course Zi Oe 
moderate speed, 


1050 CO 9396 3 destroyers, 3 freighters, 
Mceourse 270°, speed 12 knots. 


i OncO eos N treighter,. 1. ceuardboat, 
VWesveriy  COUrSe = riogcrate Speed, 


b) U 375, already in Messina, U 561, expected 
there on 22 January, and U 431 have been 
@edercd 16 renain or to put in to Messina 
Peeves ciccnay be, Until Turther notice, 
as the Italian Navy is carrying out an 
extensive anti-submarine sweep in the area 
soummeasy, Of Messina in connection with 
iimcvninime.or the transport convoys and also 
Becalse tie POSition 1m this sea area with 
jGeeearea to the movements of Ttalian naval 
Megcce mecmecially destroyers, is very confused. 


Vas a); 1) aa 
(Signed) Oehrn. 
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ie 


ios 


i 


si cols 


aU 73 ‘CO aes 
Wy) Ci 
U 133° 9Ch 8e75. 
U 205" CO 7iee ; 
U 331 CO jie 
U 372 “COn27 ae 
U ijl Coee ae 
U 453 CO Ser eae 
U 561 Covoneoe 
b) U 133 put in to Salamniaes pelos 
U 431 put in to wieecune 
U 561 put in temic ceamee 
eu 5) 


b) Air reconnaissance sighted no convoys or naval 
vessels in the Bastern and Central Meditgerr aoe 


a) Ive ante 
Ck 7424 enemy submarine. 

ba ere 

d) According to an agent's report, heavy TomGee meas. 
preparing to put out from Alexandria) ieee 


to help get a convoy through from Gioreaiieees 


a) After 0800, U 205 and U 331 in.attack yee 
the western route from Alexandria. 


b) Ayes 

& 2. bee 

a) The transport convoy hes begun its passage 
according. Go. pile Enemy air reconnaissencemn =. 
Spotted some Of “the wmovetcnia. Nc enemy reactio 
has yet been detected. 

on ey ae 


(Signed) Oehrn. 


i 


a) U 73 CORz 7a 
U 97 =CK 9430, 
U 205 60 7ileo 
U 33) Cov 7 ines 
U 372 Corse 
U 253 CO™ee7 am 


ee 
=6h= 
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me 


ert. 


ny. 


vet. 


a) Italian reconnaissance south and southwest 
Se obcwsy NO bnIne siehted. 


b) German reconnaissance in Central and 
fiSsverm Mediterranean, mothing sishted. 


a) Italian Navy: 


1745 CO 4455 enemy submarine. 
mopecc) ./. 


d) Observer from Cape Serrat reported the 
Pe 2. Ol e2 Steamers and 2 déstroyers on an 
eascvcrly course. 


a) The arrival of 2 more U-bosts (U 453 and 
U 372) can be expected during the night 
24/25 January.’ 


Miceiollowing disposition of the boats has 
been ordered: 


ieee CP 7150 and 7180, 
ede cr 7110 and 7140, 
ie e5 = CP 7190, 


See > January move off to CO 93, northern 
ere and CO 69. | 


Wee - CO Fo central end southern third, 
U 73 - CO 92 and 68. 


item reposition is pairly loose. wo@agull 
Poe wiki be formed in a westerly direction 
and adjacent to the western route. 


femme reconeeunratvion On this route seemed 
Permmrlesse ac we have the impression that 
Peewenemy mow Uses this route less, and 
probably proceeds more to the south. There 
is however very little information. 


Ey. / - 

eye) ./. 

a) In spite of cur own intensive air reconnaissance 
Meenlovenents Of ehemy naval Units have been. 


SpoOtuLed. 


ps7 . 


(Signed) Oehrn. | 
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24 January, 1942 
i; eu 73 Co zee 
U 97 CO 9275), 
U 205, °Cow icc. 
U 331 “G07 ie 
U 372 CO o3eGge 
U 453° ""CG 71.8 


ae Oy eee 


b) Italian reconnaissance southwest of Sicily. 
Nothing signved: 


Gernan reconnaissance in the Central end 
Bastern Mediterranean, nothing srencece 


Til. 4a) Italiani 


0900 CN 6728 eneny submarine, 
1025 il 6511 ms 
1700 Cll 5652 uu " 


Sy eee ey 


ad) «A British formation ccnsisting of two @isiieeu. 
and several destroyers is supposed to heivemiers 
Alexandria’ on y223 views The whole British 
Fleet is being kept at immediate readinesae 


WV? Mery.) eee 
Wie ae, bere 


VI. ea) Thé passage of the transport convoy is going 
according Gempueur 


iy bee ae 


(Signed) Oehrn. 


2 One, Lok 2 

Sli. Ae 8 CO 26aon 
Ur CK G2 70; 
U 205 CO GeZ2 
U 331 CcOl7 ie 
U 372 CO G25 
U 453 CO ile 
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ION 


b) 


(ah) 


US /> pubeout from Messing at OS NEO 
Ue eeapucwout trom Meseima 2b 0850. 


Italian reconnaissance west and southwest 
On sstei ly. 


German reconnaissance in the Fastern 
Mediterranean. 


Italian Navy: 


1345 CJ 9858 enemy submarine, 
MGO@OCN 6267 " 


Wee 0200 CO 9229, course 280", speed 
ize knNOG a. 


ie «1700 CO 7176, a Steamer, | destroyer, 


course 270° , air paver 
Germen air reconnaissance: 


OO) 5°0 5 transports, & destroyers, 
westerly course, moderate speed, 

me emcO8>9ce 3 light units, westerly Course, 
moderate speed, 

ey pepe cnt ly the group of O9L5. 


Damaged memes ship in CO 6792. 


ue 


imemcouveys reported are divided into 2 
groups. (ice irst Sroup consisted or 9 
Biciuewavall Units, including 3 cruisers, 
m@iomeccOUC eroup Consisted of 5 freighters 
and & destroyers. BOL Sroups On 2 
Wester NyecOUrse, apparently muking for 
ertGel. 


Co (ier omee sighted a fairly large 
strongly escorted convoy on a westerly 
course west of our U-boat disposition 

Out © Alexandria. ier bali cme aay Sous Dc cine 

Morse vGolerGaisons that it is bound for 

Malta. iiesreblraing DOaLs U 375 and 

Ue ieee been ordercd GO proceed in the 

So cmmOlGeochral of this convoy on a 


‘southerly course and et maximum speed, SO 


CimmOtwmacce Ot Ol lurther German Air Force 
reports they will be able to attack it. 


Mieweperation or lvalidn surface forces is 


‘mow concluded. 


U 375 and U 431 have been ordered to put to 
UM vers h Ssboy anovner day in port because 
ipo pattie sb) the radio apparatus. 


S Sa) ¢ 
oi 


U7 Geqbesved permission to put in to Salamis 


for repairs to the Junkers compressor. 


ve 
-67- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


b) U bss reported thet it has suffered damage 
and must begin its return voyace, 


Vi. Vaemec) 7. 


(Signed) Oehrn. 


26 January, 1942 
I. a) U 73. CK Goes 
io] CK 9270, 
U 205 CO>g32ce 
® U 331 CO 7immee 
U 372 COOL 
U 37> COM 
U i331 COMmeae 
U 453 CO v6oRC. 
b)’U 73 made fast 4t Salamicuatei0 le 
U 561 put out from Mescinaeie) vee 


II. a) Italian reconnaissance southwest of Sica 
igleye jal ighe” wie report. 


b) German reconnaissance in the Central and 
Eastern Mediterranean, 


III. a) U 375: 1430 CO 4514 convoy, & destroyers, 
easterly Coumece 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


0815 CN 6317 6 destroyers, 2 freighters, 
course 135°. . 


1000 :CO 4174 3 light cruisers, 9 destroyers 
1 freighter, course 235°, 
moderate speed. 


Italian air reconnaissance: 


1205 CN 6633 1 battleship °, 3 cruisers °, 
4 destroyers, course 120°, 
speed 20 lamots. 


1430 CO 4172 4 eruisers, 6 destroyers, one 
20,000 ton freighter, two [ORGes 
ton freighters, course 21s 
speed 16 knots. 


German sir reconnaissunce: 


1540 CN 6342 1 cruiser, 5 destrovers, 1 frevengems 
course 300°, 


Benghazi area. 


misOeCO 19250 test ew 6 freighters, 
course 90° 


Bae 


CONFIDENTIAL 


1657 CO 5487 2 destroyers, 3 freighters, 
course 160°, speed 5 knots. 


mlexkendria area: 


ue ONeCO, 7-1) | cruvser, 2 destrovers, 5 
freighters,. northwesterly 
course, moderate speed. 


1200 CO 3559 enemy submarine. 
ed). ./. 


IV. a) No air shadower reports were at first 
meeclVvod Of the convoy reported on 25 
Pemuary according to para. IV a), 
towards which U 375 und U 431 were ordered 
to proceed at maximum speed. 


Bouts were therefore temporarily ordered 
meomopo face SOouULnh or north of the course of 
baie previous Malta convov. 


Various air reports were later received 
peeciedud nob give a clear picture as 
feeewccedetails, but Which however mede it 
Civtevsoestngt one convoy is proceeding to 
Malta, that another has put out from Malta 
Pemune SOULNeaSt and that several groups of 
Soc Ouus1OrCes are fsuarding the convoys. 


U 375 gained temporary contact with one 
euch group. The bosts did not however 
Pee COMbacl With the convoy. 1D must be 
PeeUmecwthab their freedom of movement 

(by day) is substantially hindered by 
lentes aan activity .. 


iteeicmaocarent trom the woats"’ reports 
Cictmruroner Operations during the night 
on the Malta-bound convoy have no longer 
any point. ie Vorleane Dec moracred FO 
Cone muec thelr Voyage castward., "Pommes™ 
mimomecevorn © Lo 50 Miles off the coast, 
Maomenkcanmpos LO = 30 miles off the coast. 


5) ae 
V web) ./ 
fees), bd) ./. 


(Siemed) Pacer . 


Zoe 
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27 January, 1942 


ie 


1 


ea. 


JES 


a) 


81 Co 5450, 
561 CO 5610, 
453 CO 2870, 
L323 {CO S5cer 
375 Co 5930, 
331 C0 670) 
205 CO-9310, 
372 CP 7150, 
97 CK 9270. 


CG ee Sore eteatet= 


81 put out from Spezia at 1600. 


Italien reconnaissance in the forenoon and 
afternoon west of Sicily and in the Cemi@aam 
Mediterranean. 


Armed reconniissance south of Sicily aij 
the coestal area of Cyrenaica, in thet Gig 
and afternoon. 


Italian air reconneissance: 


0900 CN 3495 1 cruiser, 5 d@stro, ci -a 
Herchantershanpr 


German air reconnaissance: 


1030 CO 5946 3 cruisers, 9 Gestroyercm 
merchant vessels, over 8,000N Gomes 
easterly course, moderate spe aes 


ae 


According to sighting reports, the alreiewe 
carrier "Argus" put out from Gibral tare 
exercises, Prevurningwe Gen ord. 


According to Italian report, the “Nalayay ae 
getting up steam for én operation eastwards 
with the 'Mireus" ~ 


a 


Ai loose disposition of the boets is scehequiies 
for the next few days, on the one hand toma 
them more freedom after the limited disposition 
off Alexandria, so tia each can Wee sia 
initiative and bring his sagacityv to Dear em 
the other hand to keep them rather more a paaigeeee 
the approaching Pulse wepe re Distribution 
will be as follcwe: 


U 372 CP 71, 72.0 
U 205 CO 68, 69°02 ee 


=e 


JONFI DENT IAL 
Pec mepewnt ia the erat, 
U 375 CO 68, 69, 92, 93. 
Decale point in the south. 
Ue C059, 67, 63, 91. 
ioc Point ort Tobruk. 
tae C059, 67, 3.991. 
becetmpoint off Tobruk. 

ieee), ©) ./. 


VI. a) Captain Kreisch commences duty as Captain 
U-boats Italy. 


Pine - 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


28 January, 1942 


io deeCO 5590, 
mops CO 9310, 
Oye Ce 7150. 


bh of 


TI. a) Italian reconndissance west of Sicily in 
-the forenoon, the same in the afternoon. 


ime a) U 561 CO 5610, 
ee 3 ce 2870, | 
Mei Ci 5450, 
Mee7 CK 9270, 
ieee C0! 6710), 
eye CO) 5930, 
U 
U 
U 


db) German reconnaissance southeast of Sicily, 
armed reconnaissance off Cyrenaica in the 
forenoon and afternoon. 


fer. a) ./. 
b) German air reconneissance sighted at 0835 in 
CO 5939 a fairly small warship, course 290°, 
moderate speed. 


Italian air reconnaissance reported one’ 
submarine at 1200 in CJ 3862. 


Ped s/s 


-71i- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ys 
Vv. 


Vas, 


ioe 


er, 


end 


ey, 


Gey o) wee ae 

a) British News Service announced the sinking of 
the "Barharn". (25 November 16h by tet 

Dy ae 

cs) ey As 


bo) Conference concerning the organization of Pola. 
See memorandun in Appendix 3. 


(Signed) “Mrene ci 


oe in to Messina at 1530, put out ate 
81 put in to Messina at 1210, put cUD Mata 


ior 


a) U 205 CO 6850, 
U9? Ch O72 
U boo) en 7 
U 331. Co G3ho. 
U 132 corona 
U 561 CO 5580, 
Wiser OO" D250. 
U 372 ON 3352, 
Cro CJ 95L0. 
U 
U 


a) Italian reconniissance west aAndesournmom 
Sicily during the forenoon ange? tern ews 


b) German reconnaissance: 


Armed reconnaissance in the Tobruk ares ime 
morning and ufternoodn. 


a) 1703 CO 6772 one destroyer, 2 escort Veseeuem 
two steamers, easterly coure es 
speed slight. 


1850 CO 6781 one destroyer, 2 escort vessels, 
2 steaners, easterly vecumece 
speet slight. 


b) 1228 CO 5986 according to German air reconnaissance 
2 escort vessels, 2 medium-sized 
steaners, course 70°. 


Clad ae 
a) At 1703 U 431 made contact with a convoy of 


2 steamers, 2 patrol vessels and one desma 7 
in CO 6772, easterly course. The boat maintained 


“728 
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ve a ) 


contact until 2149 in CO 6799, where it 
Sank an escort vessel end was then forced 
away. Teeiave be concluded fron the 
shadowers' reports (constantly received) 
during the day, that it was possible to 
shadow while surfaced. Juve seunlleia loys iu ts) 
were ordered to operate on the same 
convoy... Contuct was not regained however. 
U 205 was attacked unsuccessfully by a 
Sigdertand tiying boat during the night. 


U 372 arrived unannounced in Messina. 

time ered severe damage iro bombs, 
Pimecheviere dropped In i Surprise attack, 
in the area west. of Alexandria while 
Suielaeed 2b A1ent . tice radvornaid so roken 
down. Miewiboct hes been ordered bo 
COmbrMle tO SpNezZia . 


jmewCyerouLion of a U-boat off the Dardanciles 
iPcmvuomceadc-e Dy order of Taval War Gtari. 

Pies ce colmenced return voyage. 

Nee lee mk one escort vessel in CO 6799. 


ye 


fee a), b) ./. 


(euened) = itgeicich 


Peevenuary, 1942 


ali, a) 
b) 
ioe 2) 
b) 
Ieee 


205 00 66),0, 
97 CK 9720, 
P53 Ck 72h0, 
221, (ie) @eelor : 


LO, 
pole O99), 
Bie ec ON 7040, 
pieced (179, 


eee ee ere eae 
> 
Ww 
on 
Sy 
Se 


elk COM. : 


ee 


Italian reconnaissance west and southwest 
Cimotelysin the forcnoon and afternoon: 


German reconnaissance south of Sicily 
as well as armed reconnaissance in the 


Tobruk inshore waters in the forenoon and 
eee ermoon . 


oe 
Lye 


CONFIDENTIAL 


a 


b) 


German @ir reconnaissance: 

0925 CO 8332 3 destroyers, 1 medium-sized 
merchant vessel,” Wesvcr fyecouna. 
moderate speed. 


0940 CO 9337 1 medium-sized merchant) vecce 
westerly €eurces 


Italian siehting reper 7. 


1430 CJ 3187 one submarine, 


Oss ee eg - 
1500" Cie S37 ae. ‘ 


af 


According to an agent's reporv: 


, 1500 1 cruiser, 2 destroyers tac yea 


passing Cape Serrat, easter 
Course. 


a 


(1) The boets in the operational «rea are 
being redistributed after the convoy waG umes 


cs Since the western part of Cvremaaeauas 


been partially reconquered (Benghazi fell 

on 29 January) and there ere no suitable 
harbors in the part remaining in CneHy wie 
no more enemy traffic is expected in the area 
off the west coast of 9Cyren- ean The foc 
point of the U-boat disposition is to me 
moved to the &rén east or Tora The boats 
will be disposed as follows: 


U 561 the aree northeast of Tobru 

U 375 ) each a sector about 20 miles wide 

U 431 ) parallel to the coast between 

U 205 ) 24° 40' Band 26° 30" F. 

U 331 the ares between 26° 30° B anges 
307 ee : 


(2) For the purposes of U-boat warfare, special 
fair reconnaissance has been arranged g@eaem 
experiment - at first Tor 12 daysce Thist as 
to take place in the erea of the U-boat 
disposition and-extend over it about 8O.miies 
to east and west (80 miles = night run of 
a steamer). Three aircral? ee ero 
transferret to Crete for this assi~mnier 
Time of reconnaissance: late afternoon es. 
thet there is @s tittle time Gon pose oa 
before the night, When the boris canes: 
probebly operate while surfaced on targets 
reporvced: 


sy eres pea ce 


(Signed) Kreisch.. 
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peevonudry, 1912 


al. cy) UO a meer 6760, 
U7 Ae 
Wei>  ~6CJ 66216. 
Wo33L co 6870, 
moe CO O13, 
U Sel eee DSO. 
Peco 9230. 
Ue CO 67,0. 
Peles Puc out from Samamis at 1500, 
U 372 put in to Spezia at 1630, 


ee Slice to Se lanes 244 ioleor 


II. a) Italian reconnaissance west and southwest 
of Sicily in the forenoon and afternoon. 


b) German réeconnuissance between Crete and 
Py oneica in the forenoon and afternoon. 
pea area round Malta as far as Benghazi. 


Met) 0 375 (2210): 1930 CO 2226 destroyer group. 
il 3) 8) dae EBORCONGe 71 2 destroyers, 
Course 90°, speed 19) knot. 
2599 CON eZ convoy, COumse 
LO°, speed slight. 


b) German sir reconnaissance: 


1525 CN 2152 1 stcamer, course 85°, speed 
SS KMNOES: ‘ 

1010 CO 8323 2 destroyers stopped. 

HOLS CO 5998 destroyers, 2 merchent ships 


3 
Ve 9 O00 - 8, 000 TONS |) percolncc 
S10) Spece= Iya knots. 


leo er ported that it autaeked a warship 
Loic mom apparently Abeinchor in 15 meters 
envimormevaitereolt Mersa Matruh and probably 
Scored sa Nit. OU 205 ies Sciehied hos viel 
ships 6 times since 12 January and believed 
WiebeOome ene OCCASION 1G was rired on by 4 
Mechite-oun trom 4 hospital ship. Tis 
Veculipylon is not very probable. Wave 
frequent and repeatedly reported sighting 
by U-boats of hospital ships has brought to 
CiieiounCce tne Sirikingly high number vor 
heen ships in celatiom to obher Graitic. 
[iMemsUppOSltLlON 1s thac this is supply 
traffic partly camouflaged as hospital ships. 
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Vv. a) Warship probably hit (off Mersa 


(Signed) (kKreneen. 


62 


a eae 8 at 


"els 


Aer UDI ve. 


20 january, 142 


German Naval Command Italy, Rome. 


Ptergency teleprinter Message LOMO rIn-C U-boats. 


a ann te teem SD (RE i NS a Attensa Hn 


Most Secret. 


eubject: German U-boat bases in the Mediterranean 
“no previous reference ~. _ 


Pe@eemiy Was ceCciced that the number of U=boats 
momo ee Modiverrancan is not to be increased at 
Poeeeaby it 18 necessary to adjust the construc- 
bion of the German Mediterranean bases to these 
PerweencittOns and vo inform the Italian Navy of 
iwc oe lias 1t can make new arrangements with 
Wee eomtLO lbs bases 28 the Situation requires. 


The wvresent dockyard capacity is 
(a) Spezia at least 8 boats, 

Mee Pola 2 boats, 

fe ecalamis 5 - 6 boats. 

Hieis a2peaerens from this that 


(a) the present dockyard capacity is quite 
ededuave tor present conditions, 


(6) an increase of dockyard capacity is no 
HOMmeer MNeccasary, 

(c) Spezia and Salamis alone suffice as U-boat 
Pesoswat oresenc, Pola is therefore not 
necessary. 


fies following dockyard capacity is scheduled 
as target (ond of February): 


Weta oeezia 10 boats at the same time. 

(bd) Tn rola ae i? il i it i 
(him scalamis 6 ". " W 2 a 
Should an increase in the number of German 
Mediterranean U-boats not be expected within 
feasaraole time, it is proposed to limit 


eumeelves bo 2 bascs in the Mediterrancan, 1.0. 
Spezia and Pola or Spezia and Salamis, 


Ele 
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6. How far the ‘evacuation of Salamis eee 
Pola comcs into question cannot be judged here. 
However, the following military vicwpoints [re 
in fevor: : 


Ssentially greater sccurity Irom @ir augue 


0) 
{=} 


(b) considerably more favoraple conditions with 
regard to supply traffic and leave Of pei s@aam 


(c) much bettcr welfare facilities on the —eapeu- 


(d) better opportunities for commanding tihewe eae 
et 


Closer personal conta betwotn Captain U= pia. 
and Commanders sca... 


ie A} decision is request cd a mee 


(a) whether the development of the vases TSouee. 
place with only the prcsont number Cl (Gama 
Mediterrancan U-b2ats as a2 basis, or Wwhetherea 

RClity LS apogee 
ion in@gae 

sn at present. 


(ob) whethor the transfer of the 23rd U-boat igen 
to Pola can be considercd fixed anG@ Whe Gaemeeae 
corresponding steps riay be taken thrOUs hee 
channels. 


he 
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APPENDIX 2 


Pi envicin, Lolz 


eooremeUs boat Operations in tne -leci terranean 


es a ese ee et _ 


Maval War Staff - because of the development of 
@eemeMiWarLon in tie Licciterranean, and influcnced 
yeeene Sprcacd of the War in the Atlantic ~- has 
PamecwlOr Lic present not to transfer as many 
Poems -boats to the 'cditerranean as had 
Graginally been planned. 


The new situation created in the immediate 
lmoure OY tais Lomporary cecision causes 
German Haval Command to inform the Admiral'ts 
eee oe tne Royal [taAlian Navy that during 
feemeoursc Of tne next 4 or 5 weeks they may 
eount on the following numbers of German 
Meeelte in loalian bases: 


eeezia 8 boats, 
ie oylleal pea Ss 


Mieco oclkvyarc facilitics at these bases in 
excess of these numbers can thus be utilized by 
@iewivalian Nayy for the period named without 
hindering repairs to German boats. 


German Naval Commanc wishes to take this 
opportunity to express (once again) its sincere 
fies tbo the Royal Italian Navy for the 
Peoedsive, Swift and excellent work performed 
"by all Italian offices which mace possible 

the establishment of the German U-boat bases in 
Italy. 


SOS 
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APPENDIX 6 


result of conference on the See of Fol 
U-boat basc hela in lomo on £27 January, 1942 


ee eee mee fe a ee ee 


Purpose of the contemence: 

The clarification of the dues UTOmly genes: 

the Naval Command can \le2l directly With Uieueee 
dockyard in Pola, ant to what extent the I 

Navy must be concerneay carci. 


It was establishec at the peginning of tne (Gia 
that the clarification of this question Cepeme wes 

the question - still to be decicec - by Whomypa ae. 
of work performed by the cockyard was to be marie 
whether Cirectly by the German authorities) §Gie eee 
the Royal Italian Navy, waice on eae settle with 
Cxewareistian y= 


Both possibilities were then ciscussed. 
The following agreement Was reacties: 
Gibrospeteerai vas, (2) jc 


If payment tekes place through the Royal lta Uva 
ali dealings with the "171. jocree = to be contecved 
via the Technical Office of the [vals ae 

The civilian Joeckyweu acme represented by the Techies 
OT ComGi oie Italian Navy vis-a-vis tne Geri 

Wb awleke ran wal <1, Thee nova Tt ian ravy to be Pes pom aaa 
to the German Navy for the execution Of toe uweuas 


German requirements regarding repairs to U=bO as 
other questions which concern the dockyarClaigemams 
represented by the German Technical Office (Gis 
to the Technical Office of the Royal 1talianeeeeee 


Alternative (bd). 


If the civilian cockyard is paid directly Dy Une 
Navy, the German Technet Office can deal Cirect with i 
It must thercfore be ensured that the Italian Technical 
Office is kept informec by the German Tecnni calor aaes 
of all questions which may affect the I0al ion 
Close cooperation betwoen the two Tec we. Offices 
Should be aimec at. 
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Cae VAIN U-BOATS, ITALY 


Pee er BRUARY, 1902 


PG/30923 
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i Hepruary 1942 


fea) U 205 CO 6760, 
U 73. CO 5344, 


U 
U 
U 561 CO 5990: 
| 
U 


[mle >s put in to Pola at 1430, 

1 a) Italian reconnaissance: west of Sicily in 
the morning, South and southwest of Sicily 
imo wmeriing and afternoon, 

b) German reconnaissance: 
Mie a) U 275¢ 2344 CO 979? convoy, speed 12 knots, 
0155 CO 9786 convoy, course 290°. 


0300 probably CO 9787 convoy, making 
“or Vopruk, 


0407 CO 9713 hydrophone bearing, 
b) German air reconnaissance: 

0920 CJ 7396 3 submarines submerging, 

Italian air reconnaissance: 

me) CP 7260 2 destroyers, 3 steamers of 

| 3,,000-10,000 tons, course 240°, 

speed 10 knots, 

ep cr 7515 ¢ eruisers, 2 destroyers; 
emoccamers of 10,000 tonss 
2 tankers, course 270°, speed 
2 Knots. 

Sighting report: 


S077 Oe d2 I hospital ship, southeasterly 
eoumw-c. noderate speed. 


1047 CK 7685 1 submarine. ; 
1100 CJ 9867 1 submarine. 
1120 CJ 8968 1 submarine. 

bo a): 


O110 CO 9789 2 freighters, 4 minesweepers, 
course 290°, speed 12 knots, 


eed) 4/6 
aes 
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BV U 73 was detailed to an attack area in the 
east of the U-boat disposition. 


U 375 attacked unsuccessfully a group of 2 
destroyers accompanied by aircraft. On the 
strength of Italian aircraft reports concer- 
ning 2 groups cf escorted merchant ships on 
a westerly course in the area west of 
Alexandria, the U-boats received orders Go 
operate on them eastwards within the areas 
allotted to them. U 375 then contacteqmen 
apparently new group which he pursued for 
several hours. He was finally forced away. 
(Full moon). No information has been 
received of attacks by other U-boats. The 
enemy's sharp turn to southsouthwest is 
worthy cof note, 


V. / 
Nm 


(Signed)  Kreisch, 
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a) 


b) 


b) 


a) 


b) 


c) 


\ 


2 February 1942 


Pee o7o0, U3 CO Beto, 0573 2/7. 
U331 CO 6870, U431 CO 9130, U561 CO 5990, 
Deyo 609230, U8 CO 6740. 


U573 put out pom @ temac eho >. 


i oa reconnaissance: 

West, south and southeast of Sicily in 
the morning, southwest of Sicily in 
Pen ol vernon . 


German reconnaissence: 
Area around Malta in the morning and 
afternoon, 


o/ 


Italian Nawy 3 
1800 CK 4877 1 submarine, course 0°. 


9 d) a 
ieee. 75's vursuit of the convoy had 


apparently no results. No reports have 
been received from other U-boats. All 
U-boats have received orders to return 
momuicir Original attack areas. 


a) 


a. ? 


Pemereioelearnt from a radio intcrecpt 


SowumeomMessat%e Celayed in deciphering. 
that on the afternoon of 13 January a 
U-boat was destroyed by naval forces 
Pup oememimaucly 21° 40) 1270 20! i, 
Crepe givore. This must be U577. see 
Her Diary 3 January. 


CSc.) Kreisch. 
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2, February 194-2 


i 


i, 


ae Ges 


IV. 


Vale 


a) U205.C0 6880, U7a. ee 6740, U573. (Cal 6229, 
Usa eo 9310, UAS eo 9130, Use ee 6760, 
ese CO) Je20. Usl “co 5990. 

b) U97 put out from Salamis at 0740. 


a) Italian reconnaissance: 


West and south of Sicily in the mornaame a 


afternoon, 

German reconnaissance: 

In the coastel area of Cyrenaica and ieee 
ward to Malta as well as reconnaiSeane@eman 
the U-boats! operational area in the 
morning and at terneen- 


a) At 2009 U375 intercepted a convoy orm 
tankers, one steaner and four deste eee 
CO 6794. More shadowers! reports from U73 
and U431%=< at 215 mae ® 6799, at CO49 ead 
CO 9133, at 2306 ingCese 7s At 0308 in- 
CO 9222, 


b) German air reconnaissance: 
1515 CO 6771 two patrol vessels, westerly 
course, specd siligies 
Italian Navy sighted: 
1140 CK 7955 one submarine, 
1700 CN 2736 oné submarine, 


c) At 1400 aircraft shadower was reported by 
escort Unit in CO 995c, 


Cay 


U375 obtained contact on an eastbound Commas 
During the night U43]1 and U73 reached iia. 
after the other. U431 and U73 scored iia 
However, the U-boats have apparently not been 


able to meke out cxactly What targets Micra 


U431 reported a destroyer probably sunk, 
Towards 0300 contact was fineiy woos 


a) U73: 3 probable hits on convoy (CO 6798). 


U431: 4 fan - 2 detonations. Destrovas 
probably' sunk in CO 6877, 


(cde) Krei sehe 


SS ae Se 
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ie pm e> C0 6600, U73 CO 6740, U573 CK 72205 
0331 CO 9310, U431 CO 9220, u661 CO 6840, 
We 7 COC799o, Ue CO 5990, U9) ck 8860. 


b) oJ 


fies) italian reconnaissance: 
Vectwend South OF —Grealy in the morning 
Sida Ter noon, 


b) German reconnaissance: 
ivetsemmorning and alternoon southeasivol 
Malta. Armed reconnaissance off the coast 
by Tobruk. Special reconnaissance in the 
U-boats! operational area and in the 
Simei, OL Messina, 


ieee), /, 

b) German air reconnaissence: 
1145 CO 5998 one medium-sized merchant 
| ship, course 90°, speed 10 

alone Ss 

Giada Navy : 
1408 CJ 6941 one submarine, 

fred) 2/5 


IV, U205 commenced the return passage. Otherwise 
Meetin. to reports 


Nee f a 
ee ae 


(Gar) Kreisch. 


B25. 
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I. 


ie 


Te 


. 8) Ul7ee 0420/5 February CO 6799 one destroyer. 


a) U205 CO 527057 ae 5670, U73 CO 678aR 
U2 C0 6790, U431 CO 9220) U5ciNeas 6770, 
He ey 6760, UCase 6840, Uo? “Ch 7850, 
U65e 4 


b) U652 put out from Spemgiamacel 7 oon 


a) Italian reconnaissancer 
West and southwest of Sicily in the morning 
and afternoon, 
German reconnaissance: 
In the morning and afternoon between Malta 
and Benghazi (exhaustive), inshore waters 

' off Cyrenaica, special reconnaissane same 

the operational area in the afternoon, 


b) German air reconnaissance: 

1020 CO 5995 two tankers, three medium-sized 
merchant ships, easterly course. 

1420 CO 6784 the same formation, speed 11-17 
knotss 

1020 CO 6772 two destroyers, westerdj Gomes 

1040 CO 6794 one cruiser, two destroyers, 
three medium-sized merchant 
sips, westerly course, Medan =a. 
speed. 

1600 CO 6774 the same formation, speed slight. 

1100 CO 9236 two medium-sized merchant shins, 
two guardboats, course 20S 
moderate specd, 

1409 CO 9133 three medium-sized merchant ships 
in line 2brescu. 

1000 Berdia tvo merchant ships of 2O000maems 

ltalisnie 

1130 Cy 4668 one submarine, course 300°, 

1340 CJ 6925 one sumer ae 


c, Britisheircraas reported at 22390% Tete 
attacked one U-boat With denth chameasmas 
CO 6789, rcsults not known. 


GY af: 


The U-boats in the operational area have been 
re-distributec within the area in order Gomes 
boats which hitherto have lain Tar wach 
chance of attacking the route from Tobrulke Wime@ 
is known from captured material; aiso toys 
U-boats which have been operating there somewhat 
quieter areas. 

ibiere re-distribution provides the following 
attack areas: 

U561 of f Tobrma 

U8i,_U73_and 331 in the area between 25° and 
26 0°30! Eoin a line parallel toes. coast about 
20 miles broad, 


86 


CONFIDENTIAL 


tbc ctor there to 27° 320° = roughly, 

U375 and U431 reported having expended all 

torpedoes and are returning. . 

U81, U431 and U375 have been asked to report 

mide Sauuation, 

U431 reported: 

1) Tobruk convoy traffic is passing CO 6770 
and O7o0. 

2) Defenses have increased. Searching groups. 

eye ircrait seen at night in CO 6797 and 9261) 

4) In a west wind easterly current of up to 
1 knot observed. 

WES reported: | 

eat ~ tretfic in both directions between 
O72 0 end 9220, 

2) Systematic anti-submarine sweeps by 
destroyer searching groups by moonlight 
together with aircraft. 

3) Apparently new locating apparatus. 

No report from U8l. 

Situation reports also received from UZ3 and 

Ugol, U73 ran into a convoy off Tobruk in the 

fied finally was hunted for 15 hours. He 

had the impression that it was a systematic 
sweep. | 

U561 reported that he attacked the Kénenkamp 

convoy on 4 February with a fan of four and 

beard 1 Ait, 


V. a) 1 hit on KSnenkamp convoy on 4 February. 
b) UZ5 missing, with effect from 4 January, 
U374 from 7 January. 
Wor was requested to report the situation, 
Did not reply. One boat, whose signature was 
Comrie, reported: no traific. 
Poessioy UG, 


mis a), b) </. 


(CScln : Kreisch, 
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is 


Il. 


iis 


JW 6 


aU) 


b) 


=) 


b) 


a) 


b) 


a) 


U205 CO 1460, U73 CO 6760, 057350 oo ae 
U331 CO 6790, U431 CO 5240, U561 CO G77 ae 
U375 CO 6760, U652 CJ 9540, USl CO bemme 
u97 CJ 9860, 


we 


Italian air reconnaissance: 
Between Sicily and Greece in the morning. 
T 


West and south of Sicily in the morniijemea 
afternoon, 


German air reconnaissance s 

Exhaustive reconnaissance of the convoy 
route southeast of Malta in the morninz and 
afternoon, Off the coast of Cyrenaica, 
Special reconnaissance in the U-boats'! 
operational area, 


yy | 


0915 CO 6893 one hospital ship, course 120°, 
speed slight, 

1030 CO 7242 three light cruisers ieee 

destroyers, one steamiame 

1030 CO 9391 one medium-sized steamer. 

1140 CP 7198 one tanker, one destroyer, 
course 270°, speed 8 knots. 

1104 CN 2887 one Submarine. 

Italian Navy: | 

2140 C0.1232 one submarine, 

2230 CO 6123 one submerimer 


British steamer "Llandovery Castle" reported: 
Attacked by aircraft in CO 9231, Frepaiaa 
the steamer with fighter cover reported by 
Italian aircraft at 1130 in CO 92600iew mee 
the "Llandovery Castile". 


Situation report from U81: No traffie, 

Defenses increased, 

Situation report from U375% 

1) Daily traffic in two directions between 
CO 675 sandr O22 on 

2) Systematic sweeps by anti-submarine 
searching groups, by moonlight with 
air erat Ge 


(Sd. ) Kreisch, 


CONF IDENT LAL 
meecoruary 1942 


iy Pym ec 0 1e23, Wi73 €O 6570, U573 CO 6780, 
Mietee 0 9230, U43iCco 1910, U56l CO 9130, 
eee 1550, UG52 00 7540, USL CO 6970, 
7 ed 5090. 


b) U652 put in to Messina at 1350, put out 
(COMmicocina at 1950. 


M1, a) Italian reconnaissance: 
ede coun Of Sicily in the morning 
endee ter noon, southeast of Sicily in 
wine Morals , 


b) German reconnaissance: 
Armed reconnaissance off Cyrenaica in 
ie wTOuenOOdanG alternoon, sea area of 
(eye ao far as Benghazi, Strait of 
Otranto, Special reconnaissance of the 
operational area in the afternoon, 


Oe) ./- 


b) German reconnaissance: 

1100 CO 9246 one steamer 3000-10000 tons, 
CnOncc wroyer, one i1ehter 
piece coumsce 907. specd 

LO knots, 

1450 CO 6943 one MIB, westerly course, 
high speed, 

Italian Navy: 

1040 CN 7296 one. submarine. 

MmO@50 CN 5260 one submarine. 

1145 CO 2681 one submarine, course 30°. 


G)) eC) eae 
ieee) U72 Of return. passage, as no torpedoes 
Ler. 


U561 received orders to occupy U73's area. 
U573 in addition to occupy U561's area. 


(Sd.) Kredec a. 


Secures a er RS CAR I A A TI I = TSE 
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le 


Ti 


in 


a) 


b) 


a) 


b) 


a) 


b) 


Cc), (we 
IV., Ve, Vilgueee 


Armed reconnaissance off Cyrenaica in the 


U205 CJ 9890, U73 CO 6570, U573 CONG 
U331 CO 9220, U431 Cd 9970, U561l CO 9250, 
U3s75 a 9860, U6525c0 1170, Us) Ce 6970. 


U97 put in to Spezia at 1000, U43] OUGNome 
from Messina for Spezia at 1645 U205 aie 
1245, U375 at 1820, (Put in to "ies 
0930, 0930 and 1305 respectively). 


Italian reconnaissance: 
South of Sicily in the morning and afternoon 
west and east of Sicily in the morning. 


German reconnaissance: 


morning and afternoon. U-boat reconnaissance 
of Adriatic, Strait of Otranto Tne UmeeG 
time and at night, Special reconnaissance in 
the Bites (olene | area,” 


w: 


Italian aircraft: 

1055 CO 9397 one destroyer. 

1205 CP 7287 one light cruiser, one destroys 

1215 CP 7253 one destroyer, One aAuscename 
Sree 5 

Italian Navy: 

0645 CN 3252 one submarine. 

1515 CJ 9264 one submarines) 

1740 CJ 8916 one Sua erine. 


(Sa Kreiseu 
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ine 


WAGE 


Ts 


lege 


epee tpee 500,073, CO 5220, 0573 CO e7oen 
U331 CO 9220, U431 CJ 5890, U561 CO 9220, 
U375 CJ 8330, U652 CO 2710, U8l CO 6970, 


Des « 
a) Italian reconnaissance. 


b) German reconnaissance: 
Brief reconnaissance of the Western 
Mediterranean in the afternoon, Armed 
reconnaissance off Cyrenaica in the morning 
and afternoon, Special reconnaissance in 
the operational area, 


=) aeeae 
(1630 CO 9212 one auxiliary cruiser, one 
bemzcr. One irelenier, 
destroyer(s), westerly 
Counce ~yepeed LO kote 
05733 
2336 CO 6790, course 110°, three 
Gectrevers. : 


b) 0841 CO 6748 two light cruisers, two 
destroyers, two medium-sized 
freighters, course 90°, high’ 

' speed. | 
Me OeCewss24 One light cruiser, three 
destroyers, four medium-sized 
stcamers, course 270°, 
moderate speed. 

1225 one cruiser, two destroyers, three 
Emaiieectcamors, suopped, off 
Alexandria, 

©@0Nc®= Vooruk two steamers putting out” 
Gewcea, course 30°, 

Italian Navy: 

1545 CJ 7329 one submarine, 

2120 CO 2819 one submarine. 


ae 


d) One convoy of 21 ships with the "Malaya" 
Enememeomeruiser put out from Gibralvar 
for the east between 2230 and 2330. 

Pop mecmtiy U231 did not succeed in contacring 

the reported convoy again, 

Uo7eeerred 2 fan at a "Jervis" class 

destroyer and missed. 


as 


(Sd.) Kreisch, 
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ds a) U73 CO 3310, 0573 CO6770 2a ae 
U561 CO "9220 5 a52 ve , USL CO 697e: 


b) U205 and U431 put in to Spezia at 092m 
Un7> vat, euoey 
II. a) Italian reconnaissance: 
West and south of Sicily in the morning and 
afternoon, 
German reconnaissance: 
West of Sicily as far as radius Of eee 
allowed in -tho morning snd afternoon, armed 
reconnaissance off Cyrenaicea, 


TIT. @) Ttaligmeerea. . 
2100 CJ 7496 enemy forces, easterly course. 


b) Italian cir reconnaissance: 

1000 CO 9367 one cruiser, one destroyer, one 
large and three small steamers 
course 120°, gpeed 8 knots. 

German air reconnaissance: 

1000 CO 6858 one torpedoboat, easterly course. 

1025 CO 6895 one freighter of more than 3000 

; ; tons, course 145°, speed Siigmms 

1045 CO 5998 one cruiser (attacked by 

- aircraft). 

1050 CO 5992 one destroyer, varying commas 
High speed. 

1000 CO 6989 one hospital ship, westerly 

course, 


c) At 0915 the "Llandovery Castle" reported from 
CO 9324 that an eneny aircraft was attacking 
her, 


dq): wie 
IV. Nothing Ge re veur. 


(Sd.)  Krewsene 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ierepreuary 1942 


meee 7s Ci 6312, 0573 CO 6790, 0331 CO 9340, 
Dye 6055220, We52 CO 6740" USL CO Oana, 


je aay ae 


II. a) Italian air reconnaissance: 
West and southwest of Sicily in the 
morning and afternoon, 


b) Gernan air reconnaissance; 
Nothing sighted between 23° and 28° E, 
Not quite exhaustive reconnaissance west 
of Sicily as far as Minorca, nothing 
Sighted, oa 


(eee es italien Navy: 
2215 CJ 9229 one submarine, 


b) German air reconnaissance: 
0835 one cruiser, one destroyer west of 
Malta, 


So) avs 


d) According to sighting reports the transport 
"Battory' with troops on board has put out 
Power altar for Gane east. “Report in 
Peden) Febrncry proved tnis to be false, 
to a) Enemy submarine at 0030 in CK 9944, 

ieee e522, U573, Usl, U561 in that order 
occupied the area between the meridians of 
Ce and CO 6023 in north-south lines of 
aeweete breadth. The northern limit of the 
areas is the parallel in CO 6732, 


ie 


(oa Kreisch, 


£32 
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li Webruany 1942 


ae 


deli 


ITI. 2) U652 sighted an unprotected convoy at 0623 


ae 


a) U81 CO 9210, U331 CO 9340, U5cl cOee 
Us ee 6780, U652 CO 6740, Wy eo 1389. 


b) U73 put in to Shegiceate oS 
U83 put out from Salemie ee oe 


a) Italian reconnaissance: 
West and soutn of Serdinin, soulhwes tiie 
Sicily in the forenoon and efternoons 
German reconnaissance: 
Inshore waters rcconnaissance as far as 
28° Bl iothimewst epee 


Cie ale February in CO 5996 bound for Tobruk, 
speed 16 knots. 


‘b) Italiane conn 
1545 206 fuze enemy submarine, 
German air reconnaissance? 
0905 CO 9353 one hospital ship, almeer 
stopped. 


J 


c)5 cae 


New attack areas off Alexandria have been 
allotted to the Boatse 

No boats have operated in this area in the past 
three weeks. It is intended to have the boats ; 
make a surprise appearance again off Alexandria 
in the new moon period wien the exception of 
Use (Tiesenhausen), who Will receive oraers to 
return to port within the next few @ayeuui ees ( 
bounc for and coming from Alexandria is to be 
intercepted, on routes lEnown Prom capcwie 
material, The U-boats have received orders to 
occupy the following avcack spa. 

U81, U652, U573 east of the lime CP 7izgme 

CP 085, Northern limit for U81 is line vO Pa 
CP 7278 top center. Northern) Tits sa U652—=C- 
(Fraatz) is the CP 7155 - CP 7258 line. Wenge am 
limit for U573 (Heinsohn) is the paraiiiiaes 

CP 7235. U561 (Bartels) and Usé3 (Kraus) eee 
the first three U-boats above as far as the 
meridian in CO 9326. Northern limit formu 
(Bartels) is the parallel in CO 7158. Northern 
limit for U83 (Kraus) is the same paralleiuere 

for U573 (Heinsohn). 

U651 sent a Situaewen report, nothing seems 

otrong air defenses iron tae "coastal areas 

blind bombing by a. Sunderland on & February. 


i « 


(Sd.) Kreisch, 
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are eye uss CO ASSO, Usd, C10 D5 Uslel Ge) (eee 2 
Up ou CO ee ot 73nC0 C97 Ay U65e CUL51 38. 


ee. 


II. a) Italian reconnaissance: 
West and southwest of Sicily. 


b) German reconnaissance: 
In the Central Mediterranean and inshore 
waters, 


Oita) W652: 0700 convoy in CO 5138, course 
270°), speed slight. | 


b) German reconnaissance: 

0820 CO 6747 two freighters, westerly 
Course.) seecd 7 knots. 

0845 CO 6888 two freighters, four 
a_oumevere, course 2007) 
speed 12 knots. 

Oe 0,212 one treighter, four 
Ceo eC eCyouene i ccler ily e@unce. 

0930 CO 6872 two cruisers, three 
destroyers, two freighters, 
westerly course, 

i200 Bileven ships put out from Tobruk, 

; northeasterly course, 

1340 CO 6775 two large freighters, three 
Ge UEC Vere westerly counce, 
moderate speed, 

1450 CO 6897 three heavy cruisers, eigh 
COSCO CICS, Mesure) Ones: 
high speed, 

1530 CO 6747 seven freighters, eight 

: : Ces Ovyere mweocuvcrly Couse, 

1530 CO 5993 three destroyers, four 
Pee ee eenicnmeaco uct | (Curse, 

Italian Navy: 

1145 CK 4721 enemy submarine, 

2330 CN 3576 cnemy submarine, southerly 

7 | COUbEeREcMecc 1) ICES. 
2 0210 CK 7453 enemy Submarine, 


e) British unit attacked by aircraft in 


CO 5992. 
d) ats 


IV. German eir reconnaissance detected strong 
enemy traffic in the daytime in the U-boat 
operational area predominantly from east to 


west. 

U652 (Praatz) reported he had commenced 
return voyage. All torpedoes expended apart 
from one Stern acoustic torpedo. U331 
(Tiesenhausen) made three unsuccessful 
aoucesceon = "Dido" class cruiger and a 


~95- 
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a 


tanker of a convoy near FOr en , * 
10 February. On 13 February tvowmaGes cme 
Tobruk escort, probably Get estes orm 
6 minutes'running range. Prospececuesc me 
at Point "2", Radio message also contained 
weathor and rain saqieume. 

Kraus: (U83) passed 35° MN tortne coun 


V. a) U652 (Frantz) reportedwapsapeu gm. am 
13 February two hits heard on Tobruk 
Running time more than 6 minutes (aim 
doubtrumys | 


(Sd.)  Kreisch. 


20 Go 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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ie. 


a) 


b) 


a) 


b) 


a) 


-b) 


WayeeeO 5225, Ucl CP 7430,.0331 CO Ges, 


Boss CO 6970. U5e1 CP PAGO UR TEO 72000.. 


t7 


Pod lia ierceonnaLesance: 
Peon orc inia-lunmSwaissiar as Greece= 
Ceo 1a te tome noen “nd alvennoon, 


German reconnaissance: 

ineiiewnereneon 2nd aigernoon im the 
Malta-Greece-Benghazi area, In the fore- 
noon special reconnaissance for U-boats 
menue OporaAtlonal oreny 


We 0205 €0 9376 convoy, southerly 
COUPEE, “Ss ilece. Vella elaner 


German air reconnaissance: 
0820 CO 6789 three steamers, 3000-8000 
tons, course 270°, speed 
11-17 knots. 
0920 CO 9354 three large steamers, four 
Cla euioce esti Oveiael, 
: course 270°, speed slight. 
0803 Cll 6257 one destroyer. 
M2008 Cleeed6 one freightcr, . 
ier secorugl Ship off Tobruk, 
ition oir reconnaissance ; ‘ 
iP ecOno2>3 Ono euxiliary cruiser, three 
Qestrovers, Six Stcamers oF 
1000-3000 fons, one auxiliary 
: Slim. coumse JOC speed 
Sy cae: 
Two convoys to and from Malta were spotted 
Cm ornmomsoircratt, 
Oceteeo lol three triisers,, fifteen 
destroyers, five steamers 
3000-10000 tons, course 310°, 
moderate speed, Later on a 
VWoeeueriy course, Reports 
ioe CON i 2/ 77.) 190). 
MOCO MOA O46, CO 1975 sat 
1435, CO 1974 at 19473 then 
Only sepemace paris Of the 
‘convoy reported; 2200 last 
COMEact locus 
0904 CO 1749 one steamer, 8000 tons, two 
medium-sized freighters, 
seven naval vessels, course 
110°, moderate speed, 
through 1782, 1769, 4232, 4331, CO 5116 


— 


a LoD OS 
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c) 1150 CO 9381: Unkaown Bievoas ie 


a) 4 


TG 


Italian Navys 
2130 CN 5167 one submarine. 


being attacked by enemy aircraf 


Further, German torpedo-carrying alvciraue 
attacked One auxiliary risen, (ee 
destroyers, six freighters of 3000 (onl waas 
one patrol vessel in CO 9356 course 90°, 
speed 8 knots, 


Enemy movenents in the U-boats! operational area 
spotted by German and Italian air reconnaissance 
have been transmitted to the boats. 

U561 (Bartels) has commenced return pace 


a) U83 (Kraus) reported from CO 9347: two ships 
sunk out. of convoy, Probably one Steam 
one escort vessel, 


Gsice, Kreisene 
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ie 03 6 CO «9340, USl CO 9390, 0593 CO 9320, 
0331 CO 6880, Ups CO 2839, U561 CO 6869. 


Ne 


ieee) Italian reconnaissance: 
Souum and southeast of Sicily in the 
morning and afternoon, 
German reconnaissance: 
In the area cast of Malta-Benghazi- 
Cyrenaica-Crete, In the afternoon special 
reconnaissance in'the U-boats! operational 
area, 


TII, a) U331: 1300 CO 9211 convoy on hydrophone 
bearing. 
1600 CO 9229 convoy, course 110°, 
speed 15 knots. 
U8l: 2110 CO 7146 two destroyers, 
westorly course, 
yee 2210 CO 7182 convoy on hydrophone 
bearing. 
U5732 2336 CO 7155 convoy on hydrophone 
bearing. 
Wem eo2 CO 7199 one cruiser, three 
destroyers, 


b) German reconnaissance: | 

Come On55 34 seven ships, course 210°. 

Italian reconnaissance: 

0830 CO 5929 five steamers ,3000- 10000 
GRT, two cruisers, vem” 
destroyers, course 120°, 
speed IARneGs, 

German reconnaissance: 

0840 CO 5534 twenty~ five ay ee course 
120°, moderate speed. 

O20 6006764 wen 3 seven ships, course 

vo. noderate spood, 
meee evmmlcers, twenty 
destroyers and ¢scort 
vessels hour steamers, 

Oe20 C0m5929 Gyo cruisers, course 0°, 

-- gpeed ten knots, 
Miatiian reconnaissance: 
MOCO CONC 74>5 OMe Cruiser, six freighters of 
; 3000-10000 fons, twelve 
destroyers, course 120° 
: . speed 10 knots. 
de5eOs6796,four destroyers, course 
270°, spéed 20 knots. 
German reconnaissance : 
1510 CO 9213 twenty-two ships, including 
 UWO CGE Ua cers eine 
destroyers, easterly course, 
i moderate speed, 
ies CO 9123 two cruisers, four large, 
three nedium-sized 
freighters, ten destroyers, 
four Cuma DON te. 


love 
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C) 5d) ee 


ltelisan ea ae 

O145 CN 2733 one Siar igo. 
0600 CO 3173 one submerine, 
1045 CO 3185 one submarine: 
1745 CO 1952 cne Supmecmie 
1745 CN 2825 one submarine. 

IV. A heavily escorted convoy was spotted bya 
aircraft north of Tobruk on an Caster i ieee = 
At 1330 U331 located this convoy Dy iva 
bearing and reported it agein at 17s Qe 
boats were detailed.to operate On Giik wie giae. 
(on the basis of the aircraft report wena 
report from U331). 

U83 (Kraus) fired a fan at two Gesureyemameme 
missed, 

U331 (Tiesenhausen) pickediup the Cremeuomee 
tor pedo-carrying aircraft which hed been shot 
down, a 


V. Guggenberger reported firing a Tange 


formation consisting of oné cruisergaa 
destroyers; heard Gwe aiitcr 


(Sa.)  Kréasene 


Comments 
of Flag Officer German Naval Command on 
War Diary of Captain U-boats, Italy osama. 


=e 


period 1 - 15 and 16 - 28 February 1942, 


Nothing to roenark on execution of Uspe@aGes 
operation, The War Diery of Flag Officer (Gemma 
Naval Command, Italy contains observations 
concerning the operation and the probable 
effects, . 

(Sa q) Weichold, 


27 April 1942, 


ee Se ee ee ee eT 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


16 February 1942 


Ie 


i. 


et. 


IU 


a) U 83 CO 7240, 
U 81 CO 9350, 
WS 735c0 190, 
U 331 CO 6880, 


Ul Cl 
esol CO 5737. 
ye tn5oo put Out from Salamis at 1630. 


a) Italian reconnaissance: west and south 
of Sicily in the forenoon and afternoon, 
Secu Of  picily in the forenoon, 


b) German reconnaissance: south of Sicily, 
Inshore waters between 23° and 28° E, 


a) ./% 


b) 1410 CO 9345 1 large, 1 medium-sized 
merchant Ship, 2 destroyerc. 
i guardboat, easterly course, 
high speed, 


German air reconnaissance: 


0904 CO 6775 1 hospital ship, westerly 
course, 
0925 CO 9385 2 patrol vessels, stopped. 


o) ae 
ad) According to reports from Italian agents: 


1200 CJ 7919 1 cruiser, 2 torpedoboats, 
Pecccamers seacverly course, 
1600 CJ 7919 1 cruiser, 2 destroyers, 
4 torpedoboats, easterly 
Courae. 


Italian Navy: 


ie 5 es 9500 1 submarine, 
0835 CO 2939 1 submarine, course 180°, 


The boats have been allotted new attack 
areas, 

U 332 operating untii 16 February at Point 
Pa ort Tobruk. 

U 62 off Mersa Matruh (boat has only 2 
Seeustic Torpedoes and 1 electric torpedo - 
left and the starboard coupling has sustained 
damage). U 83 and U 573 are being maintained 
Mameie ceerosition off Alexandria. U 83 was 
Poldstomconcerntrate on the northern route 
and U 573 on the western route, It is 
ingended to let these two boats operate in 
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these positions right through the new moon 
period. 

'"Thiessenhausen" reported that a rescued 
Italian airoraft crew claims to have 
torpedoed a "Cairo" class cruiser, An 
explosion was observed from the boat about 
20 miles away. 


ae 


(Signed)  Kreisch, 


17 February 1942 


re 


ii 


Lge 


TVA 


ee ret seer ser ar ee ee ee é SK = = iM eae Oe 


a) U 83 CO 7240, 
U 81 CO 9350, 
U 973° Cog 0 
U 331 CO 5930, 
U 559 CO 2865, 
U 561 COMI 2. 
I oy 
a) Italian reconnaissance: west of Sieidys 
southeast and southwest of Sicily in tho 
morning, 


b) German reconnaissance: reccnnaissanee an 
the forenoon and arternoch cif Cyregeaae as 
sea area around Malta and convoy ~oute, 
Special reconnaissance in the operavional 
areas of the boats in the afveri90m 


a mrag | 


b) 0800 CO 2688 1 submarine. ccvrse 90°. 
1342 CO 7279" ees ghter, 200 E-8030 tons; 
course 275°. spzea 10 knots, 


ey, a) eve 


U 83 (Kraus) reported that the reloading gear 
is out of order and that thewies@ i ae 
torpedoes can only be used under certain 
condi vienna. 

U 331 (Thiessenhausen) ren aground au"2 
in a Visibsiicy while vroceeding at slow 


spee 
At 0 "Thiessenhausen" reported: ‘tAm 


afloat again and returning, ° 
"Heidtmann" has passed 35° N, 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


18 February 1942 


i 2) U Gs Cie yeuion 


U 559 CO 5990, 
1) 561 Ch 72c0. 


ae 


Lg a) Italian reconnaissance; west, south and 
southeast of Sicily in the- forenoon and 
afternoon, 


b) German reconnaissance: in the areas of 
Crete and Cyrenaica in the forenoon and 
atvernoon, Fatrol of the Dardanelles. 


iowa) ./. 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


1450 CO 9372 3 freighters, 1 small tanker, 
Casterily course, moderate 
speed, 

1451 CO 9256 1 medium-sized merchant ship, 
westerly course, moderate 
speed. 

Photographic reconnaissance of Alexandria 

showed the presence of 36 freighters. 


c) Italian radio intercept service: 


The convoy "Canon" was attacked by aire 
craft in CO Sea VAly, 


Cs) ae; 
ry. ws 
Wo a 2 


(Signed) Kreisch, 
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19 February 1942 


cae a) U 83 CP 7240, 
U 81 CO 9350, 
U 331 CO 2678, 
Uy eo 5990, 
u 561 co 6621, 
UD 5737 ee 7190, 


ets 


II. a) Italian air reconnaissance: west, south 
and southeast of Sicily. 


German air reconnaissance: west of oo 
inshore waters between 25° and 28° 


ltl, 2) ae 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


0910 GO 6774 3 small freighters, 3 light 
naval units. 

0945 CO 9213 1 tanker, 1 medium-sized 
freighter, easterly coumees 

moderate speed, 

1400 CO 6782 3 large freighters, 3 small 
naval vessels, course Me™ 
moderate speed, 


ce) 0951 CO 9150 convoy "Krosit" sighted x 
aircraft. (British reporum™ 


dae. 


IV. U 83 (Kraus) and U 573 (Heinsohn) reported on 
the situation:- Very little westbound traffic 
during the day, no traffic at night, Gums 
patrols and anti~submaring sweeps, 

"Kraus" is Looking for opportuni decme 
attack under the coast, (Four torpedoes only 
Darcey serviceable), 


Signed)  Kreisch, 
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ONF IDENTIAL 


oe eR a 


20 February 1942 : 


i 


JEAG 


ee. 


JES 


eo Ue CO 9350, 
Wee) CP 7240, 
ee cle 6975. 
Ceol) 2636, 
We C0 5900, 
US 73, CP 7196. 
b) U 561 put in to Pola at 1345, 


a) Italian air reconnaissance: west, 
south and southeast of Sicily. 


German air reconnaissance: inshore 
waters reconnaissance between Oe and 
28- E, also west of Sicily, 2 
a) Italian Navy: 
1400 CK 7227 enemy submarine, 
b) German air reconnaissance: 
@945 60 9124 small freighter beached, 
eed) ./~ 
"Kraus" reported that his torpedoes will 


be serviceable for about two days for 
short-range attacks. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


eed CO 2016, 
U 559 CO 5990, 
lee) era 40. 
We 7c e 7270. 


b) U 565 put out from Spezia at 1600. 
U 652 put out from Salamis at 2000, 


a) German air reconnaissance: south, 
southeast of Malta. 


b) German air reconnaissance: inshore 


waters reconnaissance between 17° 30! E 
ancl AAS le 
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Ti; 


TV. 


Wes 


a) 


b) 


U 83: 0300 CO 9256 2 destroyers, 
3 merchant ships. 


Italian air reconnaissance: 
1045 CP 7273 2 destroyers, 


1035 CP 7149 1 steamer of 1000-3000 GRIT. 
0830 Cd 4375 1 culmamanics 


é), cd) aye 


U 83 (Kraus) reported at 034] that Hemme 
attacked the convoy he reported at 0300, He 
was forced off after the attack, Glqiiags 
again make contact and requested permission 


to 


a) 


b) 


return, having expended all his TOmpeaig= = 
"Kraus": 2 hits on steamer and destroyer. 


NHeidtmann": fired 2 finishing Shotamae 
the steamer which had run aground and was 
spotted by German air reconnaissance on 

20 February. He reported:+= Beached steamer 
with 2 funneis, 4000 GRIT, halt capewees 
after 2 finishing “shots. 


ve 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


2e February 1942 


I, 


ie 


a) 


b) 


a) 


U 83 CO 9216, 
U 81 CO 9356, 
U 573 CO 7a 
U 565 Co 5458, 
U 559 CO G7ag 
U 652 CO 2eam 


Lt a tee ae one poCOn eae tay 
German air reconnaissance: 


In the forenoon and afternoon reconnaissance = 
of the whole of the Mediterranean south of 
Majorca, Sardinia, Sicily and Crete as Tare 
as Alexandria and along the African coast 

as far as Algiers, 
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then 68a) 4/7. 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


0940 C9 6872 3 destroyers, 3 ipelenven—s 
westerly course, 


Italian air reconnaissance: 


OZOT CC 9217 | heavy Cruaser 
destroyers, westerly 
course, speed 18 knots. 

1020 CO 9218 1 destroyer, 1 ship at 

anciore 


German air reconnaissance: 


0135 CO 6788 1 light cruiser, 2 
destroyers, 1 escort vessel, 
2 medium-sized merchant 
ships, westerly course, 

1415 CO 6785 damaged merchant ship. 

1430 CO 6971 1 freighter of 2000-3000 
GRIT, course 280°, high 
speed. 


\ 


oc) «/. 


Is The ships will be formed into a loose 
disposition in the area between Tobruk 
and Alexandria after the new moon, 

The attack arcas are as follows: 
Magemisonn the area south of CP 7125 
east of CO 9334 
Wesou or ©P 7125 
"Heidtmann" the area south of CO 6737 
Caco CONG 71 
West rot CO 727 
"Guggenberger" will operate in the area 
off Mersa Matruh, 
Pica evil’ operate in Point "2" area 
Cimeslooruk , , 7 
"Heidtmann" was requested to send a 
situation report and twice reported traffic 
close under the coast, Nothing sighted 
during the night. 


ve 2) 1S) 0 As 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 
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23 February 1942 


I. a) U 830Cancaaee 
U 81 CO 6978, 
U 57362 al 
U 565 Cleedcie 
U 559 CO 6785, 
U 652 -€0™5e 5. 


b) U.565 put in to Messina at Weeg,y 


HA a) Italian reconnaissance: the whole vonage 
Mediterranean between 10° and 29° E in the 
forenoon and afternoon. 


b) German reconnaissance: the whole of the 
Mediterranean between 10° and 29° Buaiegme 
forenoon and ai ternoon, 


ill, 2) 
b) Italian air reconnaissance: 


L015 (CP y226ne destroyers, 2 medium-sized 
merchant ships. 


German air reconnaissance: 


1115 CO 9359 4 small merehant Shipman: 
anchor, 3 guardboats, 
1310 2 small merchant ships putting out 
from ToObruke 
1433 CP 7196 2 destroyers, 1 medium-sized 
merchant ship, 
CP 7271 1 destroyers 


C), -db ae 
IV. Nothing to wepoec. 
ve Nothing to revoua. 


(Signed) Kreisch, 
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24 February 1942 


i a) U 652 CO 5961, 
U 8l CO 9226, 
U Bae eo Vibe. 
OW INS) COMoI tee « 
bo Uses PUL In to Salamis at 0045. 


ce; a) Italian reconnaissance: sea area(s) 
© LG aL eae Gls ako on aue, 


b) German reconnaissance: inshore waters 
reconnaissance between 19° and 28° E. 


ee a) 4 fn 
b) Italian air reconnaissance; 
One! S094 1 submarine. 
German air reconnaissance: 
1000 CO 6795 2 medium-sized merchant 
Ships. 
1023 CO 9163 2 destrovers, 1. small 
Mev Cnet Sill pee eee ce 
erelevercO 9317 suxiliery shiv reporved. 
tam being ettacued by 
Cnc aarcrart, 


da) mye 
IV. Néthing to report. 


(Signec mesreicsch:. 


pS SIP EA MEE EE AT GET ORES EE ERIE AE IE RIOR ED ORER ISIE Ae SA IRE ST SEE OE EIST OER 


Poepeoruary 1942 


Rope CO 5961, 
ely (610 6497, 
Biercr 7 Lb. 
poco 5375. 


331 put out from Salemis at 0800, 
565 put out, from Messina at 1610. 


ae 2.) 


ay 


ae Gieeie 


TI.. a) Italian reconnaissance: west, south- 
WESC Ci sakesly 


b) German reconnaissance: west, svuth- 
Weet Of 91.C1) vue 
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eT ee 


Vex 


a) U 652: 1740 CO 6772 2 Steamer, co cceern 
Voor e ler, 


b) Italian air reconnaissance. 
1200 CN 2195 1 merchant ship, 3000 tons. 
Cy, dy tay x 


U 652 (Fraatz) at 1740 made contact Wiluime 
eastbound convoy consisting of 2 steamers and 
2 escort vessels. 

At 2000 the boat lost contact, pursudeg@miam. 
convoy until 0350, and then took Upeaam 
previous position (Point "Z" off Tobriaam 

U 573 (Heinsohn) operated on the convoy 
reported by "Fraatz", but apparently Gidmaen 
fain cOmuac cu. 


a), biawe 


(Signed)  kKreisch, 


Po Bepmicr yale 


Le 


Tis 


CT 


zi) 


U 652 CO 5961, 
U 8l 0 27% 

U 573 Clare 

U 5605 CO me. 

U 331 CO. 

b) U 559 made fast at Salamis at O00; 
ae) eyes 


b) German reconnaissance: west of Sicily as 
far as 6° EB, east of Sicilyas far as 
Malta. Inshore waters between Alexandria 
and Tobruk. 


a) U 652: 0302 CO 6772 convoy. 
0601 CO 5992 2 steamers. 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


1133 CO 9395 2 medium-sized merchant ships, 
2 destroyers. 


c) Italian radio intelligence: 
0947 CP 7148 convoy “Rivet, 
German radio intelligence: 
1150 CP Vl62 cenvcy = haem 


d) av 
ee 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ce ee 


Ve) U652 (Fraatz) gaimed contact at 0200 ata 
a westbound convoy in CO 6772, At 0600 the 
convoy Was again reported. It was in 
CONG772 and consicted of 2 steamers and 
5 escort vessels making for Tobruk at low 
speed. After unsuccessful attacks (pistol 
failure, end of run detonator, and a mis-~ 
Gite tan) 'raacz starved the return 
passage to Salamis. 

Fliegerfuehrer Africa reported at 0755 
that the convoy reported by "Fraatz" was 
CPUs 1) Go Toprinics aan 


Ve ey tL) vise 
(Signed)  Kreisch. 


ra a re ee 


e/ February 1942 


I eyeing 292 0 5960, 
Wee 8COe 1460, 
Ue S750, 
Wie? COMA 320, 
U 331 Messina. 


b) U 331 passed Messina at 0940, 
i, a) Italian reeonnaissance: \ 


b) German reconnaissance: west of Sicily, 
Malta area, south of Crete in the fore- 
noon and afternoon. 


iGo a) aes 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


1040 CO 5965 2 medium-sized freighters, 
course 90“, moderate 
speed. 


c) British aircraft transmitted the 
following from CO 9355:at 2122: "Am 
over an enemy U-boat". One hour later: 
"Boat submerged on a northwesterly 
course", (Probably U 573). 


d) At 0300 the "Malaya" with the Mere lel. 


"Argus", destroyers and cruisers put 
out from Gibraltar for the east, 
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Iv. U 565 (Jebsen) has been allocated Point 
'Z7" as his operational area off Tobruk. 
'"Heinsohn" was given freedom of action in 
the U-boat operational area, 


V. BE ay! 


b) U 577 (Schaumburg) is reported missinewnes 
the first time, with effect from 16 
January 194e. 

The boat put out from Messina on 7 January, 
reported his position on 7 January. No news 
Since. Probably sank a destroyer onwd3 
January. (See War Diary of 16 January, 

iY January, 19 vente e 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 


23 February 1942 


I, a) U 652 CO 2839, 
U 81 CO 1418, 
U 565 CO 5940, 
U 573 CO 9220, 
U 331 CZ 5458, 


b) U 331 put in to Spegia au iooGr 


Le a) Italian reconnavscanc-: 


b) German reconnaissance: in the forenoon and 
afternoon west of Sicily between 40° N and, 
Africa as far as 1° E, Armed reconnaseeeee 
in Benghazi/Alexandria sea area, 


Tid, ) <) see 
b) German air reconnaissance: 
0950 CO 9347 3 destroyers, easterly course; 
e)) w/a : 
d) 2200 the "Malaya", "Eagle" and a "Dido" 
class cruiser With a destroyer put Gaia 


Gibra ingame 


Ttalian Navy: 1920 CJ 5696 1 submarine. 
0140 CK 7683 1 submarine, 


'"Thiessenhausen” put an to Spezea 
Wreetz" put 1 tO) Saieraer. 


Vag Nothing to agers 
Vi ay), Dey 


(Signed) Kreisch) | 
a a 


nafs 
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ieee, 1942 


eee ves) CI 9891, 
Wier CO 6795, 
U 565 CO 5992. 


mmUeo>e put in to Salamis at 0900.: 
Wee pus in to Messina at 1530. 
U 81 put out fron Messina at 2000. 


II. a) Italian reconnaissance: west of Sardinia and 
Poem wea north of 40° N, southeust of Malta. 


b) German reconnaissance: in the morning and 
Pieegernoon west of Sicily, Malta. 


fees) U 573: M.T.B.s in CO 9373 at, dusk. 1 
destroyer at 0630 in CO 9211. 


paeeec). a) ./. 


IV. U 573 (Heinsohn) commenced the return voyage and 
mwervea situation: aircraft day and night, anti- 
submarine sweeps in the east. MP eB ec ne COeo3 72 
at dusk. 0630/1 March 9211 1 destroyer, easterly 
emeoe, Olnerwise no traffic. Otherwise nothing 
momredort. 


Vs a), b) oy 


fsuaied)) ) Ochrn- 


peereh, 1942 


il, ee ol Co 9415, 
Wee 73 CO 6755, 
Weeo> CO 5992. 
imie>os put out from Spezia at 1000. 
foe a) ./. 


b) German reconnaissance: sea area around Malta, 
inshore waters from 23° to 27° E. 


ii. a), b) ye 


¢) 1153 convoy in Ras el Kanais area. 


2 ae 
aie vovning to report. 
iy . Te 
a fs 


(Signed) Oehrn. 
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Jeane heme 


ioe 


ie 


cil. 


JEN 


March, 1942 


4 March, 1942 


Me 


Hel 


OL 


a) 


el 


U 565 is pernitted freedom of action in U-boat 
operational area. 


a) 


b) 


Con 


Uns! isa 
Ue 573 COma7 eee 
U 568 CJ 5739, 
U 565 COuseo2e 


Sea area west of Sardinia and Corsica northees 
40° N, in the Sicilian Channel, southeast of Mausam 


Italian reconnaissance: 


German reconnaissance: sea reconnaissance, sea 
area around Malta, coastal area between 22 same 
20° Fh. 


ae 


0915 CJ 9495 1 Submarine. a 

0935 CO 9234 1 destroyer, 3 guardboats, 1 medium 
sized and 1 small merchant ship, westerlyecoum es 
speed slight. 


dia. 


(Signed) Oehrn. 


568 CJ 9588, 
213 CK (a205 
565 CO 5992. 


Sl put in to Speziavatec a. 
371 put out from Sa ens wet ol oF 
559 put out from Seianiowecmc: oe 
568 put in to Messina ueeoee 


Sete! Cee 


Italian reconnaissance: ./. 


German reconnaissance: “inshore waters from 25° to 
299 FE, sea reconnaissance in the vicinity of 
Alexandria, Sicily ag senses 


° y ° : ; 
0930 CO 5989 1 destroyer, course 215°, high speed 
1110 CO 5998 5 destroyers, 3 merchant Ships jae 
fighters 4s @storjepescour a | 8 


d) J 


=e 
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ifm >o has been detailed to Point Z off Tobruk 
esos operational area, 
eo 7ieGgne area CO 6750 and COPand solo soni, 
We oS chic area CO 92. 


(Signed) Oehrn. 


Peeowen, 1942 


ale a) U 568 Messina, 
Meo 7 CO 2830, 
Wee 7s oS 360, 
U 565 CO 9130, 
so CO 2530. 


fy 566 put out from Messina at 1805. 

II. a) Italian reconnaissance: in the morning and 
aitermoon in the area west and southwest of 
eweily. | 

b) German reconnaissance: in the morning and 
 sernoon western convoy route, area round 


(eeoeearmed reconnaissance off the African 
Oe from 25° to 30° E. 


4 


TIT. a) U 565: 0445 CO 6797 convoy, 4 destroyers, 
course.270°, high speed. 


b) German air. reconnaissance: 


te 4} medium-sized freighters, 2 Gestrcovers 
put out from Alexandria. 


edn air reconnaissance: 

Leh5 CO 9348 2 mediun- sized frei ehters, 5 
destroyers, course 105°, speed 
8 knots. 


Eymrritich Unit reported off Ras Assaz at 1252 - 
feel, shudowing Group "Silent". 


i) ee 
IV, U 568 received grid square CO as his attack area. 
 C/. _ 
fale / 


(Signed) Oehrn. 


l= 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Oo werch, digi? 


ili 


Ie 


i 


ys 


Originally it was intended to use this new moon 


Ay 566 Com 
U 071 come ao. 
U 565 Covelee. 
U 559 COW G. 


b) U 573 put in to Spezia at 0915 from grid S@U@acouaum 


a) Italian reconnaissance: in the morning and 
afternoon west 4nd Southwest of Siciwige 


b) Gernan reconnaissance: in the morning and 
afternoon in the area 20° = 30° allone ae 
African co0ast, areca arowmnde ara ; 


a) ae 
b) German air reconnaissance: 
0710 CO 9122 2 destroyers, westerly Gouiegs 


0825 CP 7276 2 light cruisers (2), 4 deéstreyerousamm 
2 merchant ships, course Ze —% 


Ttalian air reconnaissance: 


1350 CP 7286 1 cruiser, 2 auxiliary craieeaws 
course 0°, speed 12 knots. 


of ee 


d) Italian agent: 0420 the "Malaya", "Eagie™ eae 
"Argus" put OU TPern Creare a 


With reference to the question of U-boat Operates 
in the’ coming new moon period = on the bacaiuem 
probable operational readiness, about 9 U=peamme 

may be counted on to be in the operational area 
the new moon period miei earcn. 


period for 4 surprise attack by several U=Des ae 
the Eastern Mediverran an. The plan was 


(1) One U-boat to break in to the unprotected or 
only pirtially protected roads of Che iam 
ports in the Eastern Mediterranean. 


(2) To mine the approaches to these ports with 
ground mines. 


(3) Finally ea short operation Seainst trari ieee 
Chis “aimea,. “il 


The Flag Officer Commanding German Neval Commend 
Italy, had et the time expressed aGereement tO Cae 
principle ofthis plan; with reference to the uGaas 
however, he has reserved his decision,'#s it depemam 


-116~- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


on how the whole war situation develops. 
Meanwhile the necessary preparations were to 
be made. This has been done as far as possible. 


The following information on these ports, apart 
from the treatise "Foreign Navies", is available: 


(1) The approach routes to these ports, learned 
from captured material, providing such routes 
SCSI 


(2) a collection of all radio intercept reports 
and agents! reports concerning this area 
mete yl tO this operation. 


(3) Aerial photographs of the ports and roads. 
This information has confirmed the belief 
tThut an operation of this nature is valuable 
and can be carried out on not necessarily 
mee large a scale. 


Maca regard to the readiness of mines, diffi- 
Wmbebes Mave arisen, as technical defects in the 
mines have become known as a result of new 

mic ormat ion. Uieecrtcimecireunstances the 
Mmemovel Of these defects may take so long that 
the mines may not be ready in time for the new 
moem period in March. Peel wenoiie Oe en vone ll 
readiness of several U-boats his been so delayed 
Pemeteuetiere was little or no margin left for 
eewexecutvion of the operation. This situation 
was put before Flag Officer Commanding German 
Naval Command. Hemago decided thas the 
Operation will be postponed for 4 weeks. 


Tne reasons for this were: 


Mem tie Uncertainty as to whether the operation 
was even possible in view of the situation 
given above. 


fm ethie Consideration that such an operation can 
Omly be carricd out once, and therefore ought 
fempocwviccled Only if the requirements for 
Success are «es nearly as possible fulfilled. 
(Pencil note in margin: also Naval War 
Staff's view.) . 


(3) The general war situation, in view of other 
impending operations (Malta), seemed to 
make the concentration of all U~boats in the 
present operational area appear desirable and 
even necessary because of the definite signs 
of inpending large-scale enemy activity. 
It was decided to-operate all U-boats in the 
Pwiexenaria — Tobruk area im the coming new 
meom period. 


Sd 


CONF IDENT IAL 
Here the following %GssibiliGieswar 
(1) Aren of concentration Cit le ado 
(2) Area of COnNCENtreti Cm Olme jenn 


(3) Division of U=-be@a ts iia ower omen 
concentration Cll Tie for casa ce 


(4) Concentration of U-boets on the Alexandra 
Tobruk sre uine= AS in this case they wouwGmiae 
operating in ® more open area where Chews 
has certain opportunities of altering. 
route, the basic requirenent for Sees ee maee 
a sufficiently large number of U=beare8 


The target is a) to find the enemy, 
bo) to be able to attach: 
with a fairly lerge epee 
U-boats. 


With a probable total cf 9 boats ready to 
operate this distribution would appeareieaae 
worth-while. 


The particular advantages are: 


(a) Greater mobility as they are far from the 
Bases. 


(b) a better opportunity of utilize 
results of air reconniissance as 4 Tresuiae 


(c) The possibility of pursuing the iene 
westerly as well as easterly Cou 


(Signed) Oehrn. 


( Maren 5s LOhe 


tT. @) U S568 °COssie a 
U 371 GO 6 
U 565 CO 9250, 
U 539 CO 


lon We ae 


II. a) Italian reconnaissance: in the morning and 
afternoon West. Of owe. 


b) German reconnaissance: in the morning and 
afternoon west of Sicily as far as 29 30 ae 
on, the convoy route, Slong the African cease 
between 19° 30' and 27° E. 


Tilt. a} U 565: 0452 CO 926) 3 destroyers, «120 oi 
course, speed 1& knots. 


-128- 


CO OE MITLAT. 
b) Gernan air reconnaissance: 
ee 0 «O1L3 i submarine, course 120°, 


0825 off Tobruk 2 medium-sized freighters, 
A destroyers. 


ioe irciehter, 3 destroyers put out from 
© ARG leetUnes 


Hreneh aircraft spotted Force H in the Western 
Nedimoerrancan, contacted later by German and 
Petia eireraft in CH 9415 at 1125. AY 

1410 a formation was spotted in CH 9487 on a 
westerly course, and was reported continuously 
fica! 1650. 


me a) «/. 
feeeeiotvhing to report. 
Ve oy 
a ./. 


Gouoned) Oebrn.. 


Pmerch, 1942 


fee) U 566 CO 6711, 
mee 71 CO 6750, 


Pe? 2O 59990, 
imo> CO 9250. 


Ie. / 


feeeeeer) itelian reconnaissance: in the morning and 
afternoon west and scuthwest of Sicily. 


b) German reconnaissance: in the morning ane 
afternoon area around Malte, along the 
Pietcan Coast from 19° 30' to 27° H and on 
ienweconvoy route. 

ime, a) ./. 


b) Gerren air reconnaissance: 


He eeco O36 3 Treighters, < déstroyers, 
course 150°, high speed. 


oe odie. 
memevounhing to report. 


iv. ee 


(Signed) Oehrn. 


Eos 


CONE DENTAL 
9 March, 1942 
Ll, a) U 568 CC o32ay 
U.371 CO oF 
UP 559 CONS eo 
U 565. COS 
1D) eee 


It. a} Ttalian réconneissance: in ite fornine eas 
afternoon, Wemyey te 


b) German reconneissanecc: in the mornimewee 


artvernoon, CONrmovwe ue == 


iV. Nothing To rc ogi 


Me a 


(Signed) Oehrn. 


10 March, 1942 


se aes We 

I. a) U 568 CO 9350, 
U 371. co G7 
U 559 CO oe, 
U 565 CO 9230, 
U 63 Coleone: 


bd) U 83 put out from Sak a a oe 


II. a) Italian recornhissarce: of the con707 age. 
in the Morning emu el e-picenm, 


b) German reconmiaes] 


Seb C Co mee a0 Sane and warmed 
reconnaissance lone 2 tees ae 


’ CvrTrenditear 
ia 
b) German air Teconiatss mec 


1100 CO 9312 warship formation, calrses2oess 
suced 20 = 2 knots ° 


1320 CRESS>> su Di ra Tee 


f-4 


1622 CJ 9991 7 SGP eee. 


1Lh00 CP 7185 370i lees pterenmey ciget Ce wok 
destroyer, 3 torpedoboacus, Covi 


ey 


il 


it. 


ot . 


d) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


iieedwean Navy: 
1000 CN 2826 submarine. 


submarine. 


el 
wo Ch 7hk3 a 
1745 CK 7176 1 submarine. 
1807 CK 7441 1 submarine. 
1845 CN 2824 1 submarine, course 80°. 
ey ieneeircrart reported sighting a U-boat 
pomece7 in CO 9341, course 300°. The same 


aireraft reported at OLOO, "Have attacked 
Ueboat". 


ie 


U 565 (Jebsen) reported at 2255, "Bombs in 
CO 9238, no damage". 
Otherwise nothing to’ report. 


a), ip). / 


feverch, 19/2 


a) 


(Signed) Oehrn. 


U 568 CO 9350, 
e371 CO 6760, 
U 559 

U 565 


Mies CO 2640. 


/ 
of 
ingle reconnaissance: in the morning and’ 
afternoon west and southwest of Sicily. 
Wenpra! Mediterranean north of 34 
Peupaeo: Crete as far es the Derna - Mersa 
feerun coast. 


German reconnaissance: in the morning and 
afternoon between 25° and 30° E, sea area 
around Malta. 


U Bae 1800 CO 6765 formation on hydrophone 
| - REG Eaa COUrSomIODC iien speed, 


Wee 5: CO 9221 2 probable hits on 
Ceunser. 


CONF IDENTIAL 


ID 


b) German air reeonnaissance: 


0850 CO 5243 4 cruisers, 6 destroyers, 3 escort 
vessels eanirece 110°, high specde 


1120 CO 5293 Sane ference. Ie 
1235 °CO S32 sane fone 
1330 CO 53am aos Pome course IlGee 
535900 Cim eo 
1712 CO 6726@sane Tome oven 
1735 CO 6752 Senbie ft oma ames 
1755 CO 6762 Sane formacions 
1815 CO 6812) sarie foermiaem. a 


0910 CO 9348 1 medium-sized merchant ship, 
easterly course, speed slight: 


Italian Nave 


1345 CK (213 isu eta e 


5 da) an 
The U-bozts were detailed to operate on the warship 
formation spotted by air reconnaissance. At 


1800 U 371 (rive eee ae hydrophone bearing on 
the formation and reported iv On & COUracmas 
110°, high speed. 


U 565 (Jebsen) made an atbeck in eel, presumably 
on the warship? oriaiaede. 


The remaining boats apparently did not make \eG7a 


U 565 has commenced the return voyage because 
the Corimander has eye utroup ie. 


a) Reported: CO 9221 two probable hits on /@miaiees 


eee ae 

b) Captein U-boats, Captain Kreisch, has goneweu 
duty trip to Pepto beginning of Aprilia 
Deputy: Commander Cee 


(Signed) Oehrn 


=l22- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


me iiarch, 1912 


ie a.) 568 CO 9350, 

371 CO 6780, 
CO 5930, 
Pe CO 5690, 
83 CO 5930. 


See ere; 
Ni 
Na 
Ne) 


Pye ooe Dut out from Salenis at 1700". 


TI, a) Italian reconnaissance: in the morning and 
afternoon west and southwest of Sicily, 
eomemeast Of Sicily. 


b) German reconnaissance: in the morning and 
afternoon between Crete - North Africa and 
25° to 29° E. On the African coast between 
23° and 25° E. Malta sea area, 


ieee) U 371; 2332 CO 6798 4 destroyers, course 
110°, speed 17 knots. 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


eee ee le) 2 destroyers, course 150°, high 
Speed. 


Mo35)7C0 5996 3 freighters, 3 escort vessels, 
course 90°, 


1040 CO 9255 small warship, course 1509, 
high speed. 


Italian Navy: 
©7555 CO 3144 1 Submarine. 


ec) About 2100 British formation proceeding from 
Malte to Alexandria sent 3 short operational 
radio messages to C-in-C Mediterranean Fleet, 
fmocepiy rererring to rendezvous with 
submarines. (Italian radio intercept report.) 


a ./. 


[yee U 371 (Driver) reported from CO 6798, course 
110°, speed 17 knots. 
U 83 (Kraus) has turned over a spare part to 
U 559 (Heidtmann). 
U 568 (Preuss) reported strong air patrols in 
eoeo9>, bombs at night. The U-boat has only 
fepeswi. 2 and 5 in action without supply feed. 


iV. a) U 565 (Jebsen) was requested to give more 
deteeees about the torpedoing of the cruiser. 
iiemeollowing signal was received: 4 


Yesterday poo ian Of Tour fared atv 1300 
meters range at a fairly large unknown unit, 


aa 


CONFIDENTIAL 


probably the “eand2 ae ATGer eilfivies2 heres 
definitely heard. Loud sinking noises from: 

30 to 40 minutes siger iit. = Ly hours on. 
depth chergée and lecatton saa My positiog 
(2-00  569Gr To Captain U-boats fron Jebpsemm 


me 


(Signed) Oechrna. 


13 March ae 


1h 


1 


AIG Bis 


Tae 
Vv. 


a) 


qd) 


a) 


568 CO 9a 
371 CO 67a 
CO 6220" 
565 CO Sige 
83 CO 6780, 
652 CO.s32er 


we 


Italian reconnaissance; in the morning jame 
afternoon west and southwest.ef Sicily. 


eee eG ee 
Nr 
Sr 
\O 


German reconnaissance: in the morning and 
afternoon between Py and 30° E end Cregem= 
APTricanm coger. West of Sicily as fargo 
redius of action allowed. Area-around Maivas 


Germen air reconneéissance: 


0905 CO 9373 2 destroyers, 2 small warsiaiee: 
1 medium-sized, 1 small freighter. 


[talien Naw 
1440 CO 4889 1 submarine. 
1500 CN 2739 1 suSnieeanice 


The Italian radio intercent service Suepaam. 
that the radio messages of 2113 and 27a 
Command of Mediterranean Fleet snd Of gpm 
to Royal Navy, Teoruk Peter. occetoms 
torpedoing’ St 207005, Ue ae 


/ 
e/e 


‘U 83 (Kraus) torpedoed 1 steamer in CO 6797. 


U 83 at 0519 reported Steamicr er de cua 

CO 6797. Finishing shot gyro-smele faa iimes 
Sinking not observed because of anti-supnarine 
meas urea Basterlv course, speed slight. 


ee 


CONFIDENTIAL 


b) C-in-C U-boats transmitted the names of 30 
U-botit survivors who are now prisoners of 
war. Mey) Scemienbers or the crew of 


IU 38 hee 
(Signed) Oehrn. 


Ss HS TE RN Se 


Meeiarch, 1942 


OS SS Ee 
i mee 5oe CO 9350, 
Wee eco 6750, 
Wee co 9220, 
U Sos, ce Te 10, 
mess CO 5990. 
ame eet Out from Salamis at 1700. 
Sees OUL from Spezia at 1745. 
[ie a) Italian reconnaissance: in, the morning and 
ear Goon WCSt and southwest of Sicily. 
io German reconnaissance: in the morning and 
afternoon between 25° and 30° BB, . Crete and 
Pecan cois,, Cll Toorvk, straits south of 
ee cine to the west. Photographic 
reconnaissance of Alexandria. 
elie) ./. | | ; 
b) German air reconnaissance: 
@750°CO 6798 L vessels, southeasterly.course. 
0830 off Alexandria 1 large, eonlecanini=ciizeo 
inecenpers, 1.0L 2 torpedovoits 
SvOpped . 
Ttalian Navy: 
©9410 CO 3753 1 submarine. 
e207 CO 3839 1 submarine. 
ico 9607 | submarine. 
ea) 
d) The "Malaya" out of dock. 
MmemeOouning to report. 
V. U 133 (Mohr) put out from Salamis at 1700 on 


aii cl) . Tie following radio message from 
Eeemeeord U-port Flotilla was received at 2208; 


oe 
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"Captain U-boats from 23rd U-boat iow ar Most 
Secret Ops. 1352. 


1900 U 133 hit a mine and sank. Scene of accident 
1000 meters from Capea ler 2 escort vessels at 

plece of eceadeant.. 

For further details see files of U 133 with Cage ae 
U=ben ts, Llialvwes 


(Signed)? "Oehsen. 


IS) Mksgeloy. ee) 


iL 6 


TE 


Ie: 


TV. 


568 COUGE er 
371. CO O70 Ge 
529 CO (9 22a7 
CI 9820, 
83 CO 5090, 
O7 Cl eo. 


a) 


565 put in to Messina at 0900, put om@eeag 
800. 


ae Gere) CC 
Wn 
On 
Wn 


a) Italian reconnaissance: in the moraine aa 
afternoon west end southwest of Sicily. 


b) German reconnaissance: in the moming and 


afternoon between Africa, Crete, 25° and 30° E. 
Along African coast between 23° and 250 H% 


a ae 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


0921 CP 7267 2 large freighters, 1 guardboat, 
course 220°, moderate speed. 


Italian alr receonnetesanec. 
0925 CN 2829 1 Supmerimier 
Blerslagena Mes 

1055 CO 3753 1 "SUeRieneiiee 
2002 CJ 7919 1 suber inc 
O115 CJ 9979 1 SUDia rine: 


e} "Cooly" .conveveamn CO 9349 at 0843 according to 
the Italian Tedio sntercepe cemyue: 


aime 
Nothing to repowa 
Someone Mee 2 


(Signed)  O@hrn. 


Secs 


ONFIDENTIAL 


Comments 


@r the Flag Officer German Naval Command 
on the War Diary of Captain U-boats Italy 


from 1 =~ 31 March 1942, 


1) With regard to the execution of the operation 
Seeered, wnere are no remarks. 7" 


2) The proportion of boats in the operational 
area to those in port was highly unsatisfactory 
during March also, In addition to the general 
factors determining this proportion which have 
been dealt with separately, the following had 
an unfavorable effect ‘durine March: 


1) Illnesses of Commanders which led to the 
cessation of operations or to serious delays 
in utting out: absence of the Commanders of 
U 565 and U 205 owing to nightblindness, of 
the Commander of U 371 owing to eye trouble 
and of the Commander of U 371 owing to 
general exhaustion. 


2) Loss of U 133 whilst putting out to sea. 
3) Damage to U 372 whilst putting out to sea. 
4) Serious damage inflicted by a bombing 


Savect on U 73 and U 97 after only a short 
period in the operational area. 


(Signed) Weichold, 


~127- 
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ie 


aie 


ae 


ales 


War Diary 


Captain U-beats italy 


The War Diary of Captain U-boats, ftawie 
contains in the daily entries the events 
O800 on the current day to O800 on thems 
day. 


Contents 


a) Daily positions according to nava luge 


squares. If positions are exact, jam 
on signals etc, they are underlined, 


b) U-boats homeward and outward bound fr 
OS00 ste “OS00r 


Air reconnaissance; 

a) Western Mediterranean. 

b) Eastern Mediterranean. _ 
Limit is the line from Cape Bon tG@yam 

Reports on the enemy: 

a) By U-boats. 

b) By air reconnaissance. 

c) By radio intercept service. 

d) By Gal.S. statvomcr 

e) By naval forces. 

Current Usboa tl Voperauwoms: 

a) succeeeeen 

b) Losses. 

Genemal Salle men: 

a) Operations. 


b) Bases etc. 
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WAR DIARY 
OF 
CAPTAIN U-BOATS, ITALY 


16 - 31 MARCH, 1942 


Boy 09 2h 


CONFIDENTIAL 


16 March 1942 


De a) 


Cee ee, eS 
V1 
ON 
1 
©) 
Cy 
CO 
\oe) 
PO 
Oo 


b) Ute OW oul fromeepezia at 1630, pur 
Iie. 1ofOy 
Ue7eeeur out trem sneaia at 1770. 
U 97 put in to Messina at 1300. 


ine a) Italian reconnaissance: convoy route, 
‘in the forenoon and afternoon. 


German reconnaissance: between 19° 30! 
and 27° E, Crete and Africa, sea area 
around Malta, forenoon and afternoon, 


rt; a) U 565: 1207 CJ 9942 periscope sighted. 


b) 1325 CP 7195 2 medium-sized freighters, 
5 patrol vessels, north-~ 
westerly ccurse, moderate 
speed, sighted by German 
eter OM vesanee, 


Italian Navy: 1710 CJ 9942 1 submarine. 
ed) 3/. 


i Eipeomnite’ 2" oft Tobruk, "Kraus" reported 
. no traffic and suspected that enemy supplies 
Wome weemacecarricd in hespital ships. 
It is intended to operate the boats on the 
Alexandria-Tobruk route during the new moon 
period. Concentration in the west. 
2 boats will carry out a sortie during the 
Cooineonmeie t//lomMarch parallel to the 
evouencm rowre Polnu "2" = Tobruk 
1 boat has been given freedom of action in 
COsG7E0,, 6790, 9120, 9230, 
The fourth boat is operating to the west in 
a sector 30 miles wide, parallel to the 
eoast, It is intended to bring this boat 
1 up to the concentration area during the 
night of 18/19 March. 


V. aed) 4 / « 


(Signed)  Kreisch, 


5 fy a 
‘ + . 1 
7 ” 
: et 
’ : mit 
‘ é 
ay GCA gE RS NR TES EOE NI POE AA ERR DEE TR NILA RE AO AR OR, CO ES PN SO SATE OE OB 8 ERT TE 
_ - 
aa i Ze § aa 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Jide ere Lo 42 


or. 


dglee 


ca 


a) 


b) 


a) 


b) 


a) 


b) 


c). 


d) 


ele ee etepe S 
“I 
to 


568 CO 9350, 
371 CONG Oe 
559 CO. O22. 
83 CO 5990, 
CJ 5420, 
97 Messina, 


205 put out frem Spezia at aor 
565 putein to Spezia ac Jom 
97 put out from Messina at 1840, 


Italian reconnaissances convoy rewcewias 
the, forenoon and at temnoen, 


German recgnnaissance: convoy route between 
30” and 27> E, Crete and Africa Gig 
forenoon and afternoon, 


U 83: 1907 CO 6789 convoy, northwesterly 
course, 
2114 CO 6779 convoy, cOoumeem =a = 
“speed khoter 

2e15 CO GV7erconve | 

2317 CO 6775 conver, 
German air reconnaissance: 
0725 CJ 9886 2 enemy submarines. 
0820 1 torpedoboat, putting out from Tobruk. 
0900 CO 6856 2 freighters, 3 destroyers, 

i MT.B., westerly coumaey 

Italian air reconnaissance: 
0916 CP 7249 3 freighters, course 240°, 
German air reconnaissance: 
1550 CO 6798 the 0900 convoy, 
Italian air reconnaissance: 
1250 CN 2739 1 submarine. 


Italian Navy: 1330 CJ 3941 1 submarine, 
1635 CO 1797 1 submarine. 


Italian air reconnaissance: 

1708 CN 2739 1 subnarae . 

oid 3 

O800 the "Argus", "Herinione "3 ean 
i 


and 2 gunboats put out fon altar toward@ 
the east, 


mle = 


CONFIDENTIAL 


iv During the sortie ordered in the Tobruk 

damection, U 63 (kraus) gained contacimear 

_ 1907 with a convoy making for Tobruk 

. : (cf para,IIIa), It was obviously the convoy 

emested irom thewair at 0900 consis tineeen 
1 steamer. and 1 tanker, with an escort of 3 
destroyers and 1 M.T.B. Apparently no other 
U-boats were operating on it. "Kraus" 
maintained excellent contact and sank the 
tanker, which he assessed at 6000 GRT. 


We a) U 83: 1 tanker, 8000 GRT sunk in CO 6775. 


b) In connection with the loss of U 133, 
8.0. 23rd U-boat Flotilla reported the 
following additional information: the 
bOat ceftinitely hit one Of our own mines, 
The scene of the accident was in the 
region of our own minefields 4000 meters 
from Cave Turlo, Thus it is absolutely 
clear that the U-boat did not keep to his 
prescribed course, Investigations have 
been started as to why the boat left its 
course, , 


(Signed) Kreisch, 


ORS, eA rR ty nae SR 


18 March 1942 


bee C07 9450, 
B77 co 6750, 
poco 9220, 
oe. 2970, 
CJ 5410, 
73 Messina, 
97 CN 3320. 


652 put out from Salamis at 1700. 
431 put out from Spezia at 1130, 


a, 2) 


b) 


GG GQOGCGKGG 
ne) 
oO 
1 


aes. 
Hig a) Italian reconnaissance: same as on 
7® Meio hy, : 


’ - German reconnaissance: same as on 


ge a) © C32 1630 CO G7eon! tanker, 2 medium- 
sized freighters, 
ee lamee ene ad 
| vessels. 
7 U 5593: 1815 CO 6776 same convoy 
; according to 
hydrophone bearings. 


-~130- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


b) 


568: 1930 CO 6787 same convoy according 
to hydrophone bearings, 
568: 2035 CO 6783 =" " " 


559: ° 22300 9131 = " " 

: 2330 CO 9132 «—" " " 

559: OOmS ee eee y 

559: - Ola CO eae Ee 

course 100°. 

833 0402 CO 9219 am u i 
course 100°, speed 8 
knots, 


G eeqee -s 
WN 
Ne 
\O 


German air reconnaissance: 

0850 CO 6778 1 merchant ship on ages 

Italian air reconnaissance: 

1000 CP 7284 1 medium-sized merchant ship, 
2 destroyers, Cour. 2O5ian 
speed le knots , alsog 
freighters, course 60°, speed 

: is knots. 
German air reconnaissance; 
1145 2 freighters, 1 tanker, 2 Name 
' vessels pul tuee out from Tobruk, 
1745 CO 4925 1 submarine. 


Italian Navy: 1900 CK 4719 1 submarine, 


C).9 7G) estas 
IV. Nothing te repern. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


19 March 1942 


b) 


568 CO 6790, 
371 CO Oz20% 
559 CO 9220, 
652 ag 534.0, 
83 CO 9220, 
CJ 8360, 
73 Messina, 
97 CO 19405 
A431 CJ 5930, 


205 at 1020) U 73 at 0955 gut Aiimete 
flessina, put out at coo. 


a rr nee, yy ee 
NO 
O 
NN 


=i3 Le 
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Le 


a. 


iv. 


a) Italian reconnaissance: west in the fore- 
noon, southwest of Sicily in the aftefnoon. 


b) German reconnaissance: west and south= 
Ve CC vOmroleaiy it the afternoon, 


a) U 568: 11930 CO 9327 4 vessels, westerly 
ee moderate 
Speed. 
U2 7d eOOL> HCO 922 ime destroyers, 
~ westerly course 
speed 11-17 knots, 
U 652: 0102 CO 6796 hydrophone bearings, 
' Dearmine 145°. signal 
strength l, 
: O22] CO:-9211 convoy, 
ons! CO 9134 convoy, course set 
1g Sollum, moderate 
ee speed, 
U 6523 0403 CO 9162 convoy of mediun- 
sized ships, 2 
patrol vessels, 


io) Saree Pe 
d) Italian Navy: 0900 CK 7214 1 submarine, 


The boats are being allotted to new attack 
areas as follows: 

U 371 (Driver) CO 68 and 92, 

U 568 (Preuss) eastern half ‘of CO 67 and 91, 
U 652 (Fraatz) western half, : 

U 97 (Heilmann) CO 9345, 

U 568 reported his position at-1740 by short 
Signal from CO 9317. At 1930 he sighted a 
convoy.in CO 9327 on a northwesterly course, 


‘moderate speeds; lost contact then, but went 


Tigl POE ton b a ey 


-U 371 and U 652 were ordered to operate on 


the convoy sighted by U 568 (Preuss). 


‘U 568 was ordered to provide more detailed 


particulars of the convoy. 

"Preuss" replied at 2359: "4 vessels 
distinguished, Moon and searchlights forced 
Mewtomeerire, convoy thus out of sight.” 

At 0015 "Driver" reported sighting 2 enemy 
destroyers in 9221, The enemy was ona 
westerly course at moderate speed. 


nu 652 reported at 0102 in CO 6796 hydrophone 


bearing 145° true, signal strength 1, At 
0221 he reported the convoy in CO 9211, 
At 0331 "Fraatz" reported convoy. in 9134, 
on course for Sollum, moderate speed, 


_ At 0403 "Fraatz" reported: "Enemy, 


apparcntly a medium-sized steamer with at 
leasiee cscorts, lost to sight in spite of 
speed full ahead all OUtGgs because of sharp 
turn’ south or southeast, "According We. 
hydrophone bearing escort in 9162. No pean 


in attempting to haul ahead," 


(Signed) Kreisch, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


20 March 1942 


lig a) U 568 CO 9180, 
U 377i 6850, 
Uae ce 5550, 
U 652) C0 6740, 
U Sanco 5350, 
U 205 CN 3330, 
U 7 Cl eeze. 
UG’ 5520, 
U 431 Messina. 
b) U 431 put in to Messina at 0845, put out 
at 1800, 


> ce a) Italian reconnaissance: west and southwest 
: of Sicily in the morning and aftvermoes: 


b) German reconnaissance: in the forenoon and 
afternoon between 25° and 30° E, Crete and 
Africa, sea area around Malta. 


III, a) U 652: 2054500 6765 aan fortaiaes of & 
UNAS 


b) German air reconnaissance; 


0850 CO-9228 3 merchant ships, 2 destroyers, 

westerly courses 

0900 CO 6872 the same convoy. 

0915 CO 5969 1 medium-sized freighter, cours 
45°, moderate speed. 

1050 CO 6793 convoy formation broken up, 
1 destrover torpedoedy Sverm 
under water. 

1100 CP 7282 2 medium-sized freighters, 

1 patrol vessel, course 240° 
speed slight. 

‘1115 CO 6793 Comey. 


c) According to radio intercept sorvaaae convoy 
was in CO 6760 ay kee, 


d) 0300 the "Malaya" with 2 aircraft carriers, 
cruisers and destroyers put out from 
Gibraltar towards the east. They were detect 
by air reconnaissance on an easterly course, 
at high speed, abreast of Oran. 


Vv, The convoy spotted by the German Air Force 
(3 merchant ships and 2 destroyers) was 
successfully attacked by "Fraatz". 


We a) "Fraatz" fired at a destmoyer of the “Jama 
class and heard 1 hit, This attack Wes | 
observed by the shadowing aircraft. "Fraatz™ 
reported: "In 6795 at 1054 attacked patrol - 
formation, 6 units, coming from the east. 


glee 


CONFIDENT TAL 


Hit on a "Jervis" class destroyer heard 
\ . clearly (identification "F" and the 
number of twin mountings). 79 depth 
charges in 6 hours, No damage, moving 
away for. 2 short time, serial number 541 
missing, 
ing a eabie was reported from X Flieger-~ 
Korps: "Own sightings 1050 in CO 6793 
one destroyer belonging to the convoy 
torpedoed by a U-boat, 1115 destroyer's 
stern under water, convoy formation 


broken up," 
iu. de assumed that the destroyer was 
sunk, 


(Signed) Kreisch,. 


21 March 1942 


iL, a, 568 CO 9130, 
| Bl C0. 6880, 
OY Ce a0. 
652°C0 6740, 
Ae O11 70, 
2Opmeo 1920), 
He C0 1910. 


83 put, in to Salamis at 1100. 
.559 Salamis at 1100. 


fees 


«ae a) Italian reconnaissance: in the forenoon 
. ,'and afternoon Majorca-Sardinia-Algiers- 
Cape Bougaroni area. In the forenoon 
: southwest of Sicily, Benghazi-Malta area. 


b) German reconnaissance: in the forenoon 

ee adeetteriocn 25°65 30° FE, Crote to 
‘Africa, west of Sicily as far as radius 
Of waction allowed,” 


INE Bad o 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


ene COn5345 1A unitewinclnding 3 aac ly 
_jarge ones,. course 280”. 


Italian Navy: 


1533 CH 7524 Force H, course 40°, speed 
oe knows, 

1630 CO 5373 1 cruiser, 4 destroyers, 3 
steamers 5000 10000 tons 
course 3400, speed 14 knots. 

' 17s CO 5345 an unidentified unit, course 
30 


e), @) i/- 
Tei: 
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ie 


ee _ e 


Towards 1800 an Italian U-boat reported . 
sighting 1 cruiser, 4 destreycmayance. 
merchant ships in CO 5373 at 1630, on course 
320°, speed 14 knots, The boats proceeding 
to the operation area, U 73 (Rosenbaum), U 205 
(Reseney and U 431:(Dommes) were ordered to 
operate against. the convoy and were requested 
to report their positions, According Ut¢waae 

; 


report, "Dommes" is ahead of the convoy, 


"Reschke", whose report was only received at 
2046, is southeast of the convoy, "Reschke" 
and "Dommes" have been ordered to operate 
against the convoy at maximum speed; "Reschke" 
on a course of 270°, "Dommes" on a course of 
280°, A position report, has not yet Been 
received from "Rosenbaum", 
To prevent the boats from meeting the Italian 
naval forces, which are to operate OngGae 
convoy,.they have been ordered not to go 
further west than 19° E and in the case of no 
contact being made by dawn, they are to proceed 
to COV ° 
Because U 73's transmitter was out of order 
his position report only came in at 0230, The 
boat lay so far behind the convoy that an 
operation would have been quite without hope 
a Te He has been ordered to proceed to 
doe 
If the boats make no contact, it is planned to 
dispose them in CO 51 in waiting positions so 
that they can operate on the convoy should it 
abandon the intention of reaching Malta and 
make a diversion to the east instead, or at 
least to have them in a more favorable 
position to operate against the enemy naval 
forces which must return to Alexandria, 
Of the boats in the operational area U 371 
(Driver) has been ordered to proceed to 
Salamis because the Commander. is ill, 
U 568 (Preuss) requested permission to return 
because of damage to his boat. He received 
orders to remain in the operational area 
until the end of the operation against the 
Malta convoy, 


a), b) we 


(Signed) Kreisch. 
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fie, a) U 568 CO 9130, - 
ee CONGeA 

U OF GeO erie. 

WCEP NCO 6740, 

Veo CO 5 10, 

W205) CN 3330, 

Uy eme Nn 2220. 


B) U 453 put out from Pola at 1700. 
ee) 


. a) Italian reconnaissance: in the forenoon 
and afternoon the area east of Sicily as 
far as 20° E,. southwest of Sicily and 
west of Sardinia as:far as Majorca, 

b) German reconnaissance: in the forenoon 
and afternoon the area around Malta 
between 25° and 30° EB, Crete and Africa. 

iti e) ./. 


b) Force H at 1020 in CH 6754 on a westerly 
course was spotted from the air, Last 
reported at 2130 from CH 7651, 

Air reconnaissance made contact with the 
Malta convoy (according to photographic 
reconnaissance - 4 cruisers, 8 destroyers, 
3 escort vessels, also probably ‘a second 
eroup with 7 freighters and 6 escorts) at 
0940 in CO 4283 on a westerly course, 
speed 14 knots. 1050 alteration of course 
to 330°, 1430 the Italian cruiser group 
made contact with’13 cruisers and 4 
destroyers in CO 4431, The enemy was 
making off towards the south and at 1450 
Gavidedmiayo 2 eroups = 3 cruisers and 7 
destroyers on a course.of 200°, several 
destroyers and the merchant ships ona 
course of 30°, .The latter group was seen 
at 1610 on a southerly course. The last 
German aircraft shadower's report gave 
iemeccitron as CO 4473 at 1625, From 
1900 onwards Italian air reconnaissance 
reports gave CO 4421, course 15~, speed 
14 knots, then at 1950, CN 6633, course 
315°, Between 0725 and 0730 German air 
reconnaissance reported several units of 
the convoy off the south coast of Malta, 
After these followed only radio intercept 
reports of air attacks. 


1 submarine, 


Italian Navy: 1320 CJ 3772 
9657 1 submarine, 


ae 
1725 CJ 968 
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23 March 1942 


I, 


Leys 


a) 


c) According to radio intercept service the 

first British report of an encounter witG@ 
the enemy came out at 1431. Further 
reports of the Italian units followed, 
At 0710 one of the .escort units reported 
an aircraft shadower from CN 3735. A few 
reports from escort units of air atvacme 
followed, 


a) we 


At 0940 the Malta convoy was again spotted by 
an Italian aircraft, During the day Italian 
naval forces and German and Italian air 
forces made contact with the enemy, 

No diversion of the. convoy to the east or a 


‘returning escort was detected, The waiting 


position of the 3 boats was moved TO@mame. 


to thessouuas 


a), B) esr 


(Signed)  Kreqedas 
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b) ve a Ran ° 


a) Italian reconnaissance: in the forenoon 
and afternoon between Algiers and Loone= 
Majorca and Sicily, Off the Greater Syrke 
in the area 339 to 35° N and 14° and 1671 
as well as_in the inshore waters between 
24° and 27° E, (West and southwest of 
Sicily ; 


b) German reconnaissance: Malta area 
between 20° and 279 E,. Crete and Africa 
in the forenoon and afternoon, 


U 431: 1247 CO 5143 6 destroyers, castem 
course, high speeds 


Es 
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ales 


iy, 


al) 1) 37a Teorey ee) Lvs aia enemy formation 
EecOnd ine sto 
hydrophone bearing 
and gun flashes, 
b) Between 0840 and 1002 parts of the Malta 
convoy were continually reported by the 
German Air Force, 


German air reconnaissance identified the 
following returning-escort forces; 


0833 CO 4324 1 cruiser, 5 smaller naval 
Vosceier 
1140 CO 5115 1 cruiser, 5 smaller naval 
7 vessels, easterly course, 


Italian U-boat: 
1400 CO 5248 unidentifiable formation, 
German air reconnaissance: 


HAPS CO) Giles 2 cruisers, 5 destroyers, 
: 2 unidentified ships, 
2) 70085523 formation of 1] Units, 


Italian Navy: 


1742 CJ 6993 1 submarine, 
2105 CJ 9356 1 submarine, 


c) 1930 British reconnaissance aircraft 
reported from Egypt an enemy U-boat 
attack in CO 9313, In connection with 
this numerous operational radio 
messages were transmitted, 


d) Force H put in to Gibraltar at 0800, 


The German Air Force again spotted the . 
convoy off Malta, , 
The boats U 431 (Dommes), U 205 (Reschke), 
U 73 (Rosenbaum) remained in the waiting 
position to intercept the returning escort 
forces. The first report on the escort 
forces bound for Alexandria came in at 
apouuel400, Accordine to it, the formation 
lay north of "Dommes"'s waiting position, 
With time of origin 1247, "Dommes" reported 
the formation in CO 5143, He did not make 
SOMEaCct. 

The boats are to remain in their waiting 
pOomurons, since iggis net yet clear 
whether the formation is making for the 
east in several groups, and also an opera- 
tion by these boats would have no prospect 
of success as the formation is already 
lying to the east of them, 
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isp 


-a) 


- b) German reconnaissance: inshore waters 


After the receipt of the first shadowers! 
reports the boats U 568 (Preuss), U 97 
(Heilmann) and U 652 (Fraatz) were ordered 
to operate against the formation, By 
evening it was fairly safe to assume from 
information to hand, that the formation 
would follow the same route as that taken 
by the returning escort forces not long 
before, For these reasons, U 568, U 97 and 
U 652 have been ordered to take wouume 
following positions: 

U 563 COse 730, 

Uno? Comes. 

UC52 CO S222. 
A more northerly disposition was not 
possiple, because the boats couma—iae 
longer reach these positions in time, 
U 431, U 205, U 73 are making for the 
northeast, They have not made contact, 
According to the radio interception repomse 
which came in to-day at 0747, we may 
conclude that the formation of escort 
forces passed north of the disposiugiom 


a), Db) ae 


(Signed) Kreisch, 


are Be SS ee ee 


568 CO 9130. 
371 CG Bere. 
97 CO G75. 
652 €0 G72 o 
431 CO 5670, 
co 5910, 

73 COPS ois 

A aeel. (270% ; 
559 Salamis, 

63 Salamis. 


eS Geaaaqaqniadc 
NO 
O 
at 


559, U 83 put out from Salamieuee 
0800, both put in to Patras at 1700; 
U 83 auantO Sea aueicace 


a) Italian reconnaissance: in the foreneam 
and afterncon west, southwest and south= 
east Of Sicilye 


from 20° to 27° EB with weak forces. In 
the forenoon and afternoon sea area 
arouna altar 


72 
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a ies 
b) Italian Navy: 0945 CN 5243 1 submarine, 


ec) At 0747 on 24 March from CP 4775, the 
leading ship of the Malta convoy 
reported a bombing attack. 


i) A < 


UScewU 97 and U Gb2 will remain tn them 
positions until the afternoon. They will 
then be ordered to occupy the following 
attack areas: "Reselke", “Rosenbaum, 
Vicuitiemn' Vand “Wreape' = area between the 
Momiewemcsnor ©€0 6744 aad of CO 6936 in 
north =~ south lines of equal width, 
Northern boundary is the parallel of 

CO 6862. '"'Dommes" will occupy Point "Z" off 
Tobruk, "Preuss" will return to Spezia, 


a yee? 


(Signed) Kreisch., 


25 March 1942 


I, 


ICs 


aed, 


apele 31 CO 5080, a 
ZOE (Ce 6780, 

D3 Co 6870, 
ey CO 220, 9 
652 CO 9310," 
a vO 22 os 
BbO Ck 8920, 

> CK 7880, 
453: CO 1340, 
568 CO 6410. 


put out eon Mes sina at ole, 
fof Du Ol Teemepatras au 1530, 


b) 


Sa eS eee a =] = ee 
CO 


a) Italian reconnaissance: game as on 
previous day. 


b) German reconnaissance: in the forenoon 
ana arternoom Gough of Sicilys 


a) U 652: 0001 CO 9265 convoy, course 290°, 
speed 41 knots. 
J 652: 0103 CO 9261 = center - convoy. 
limo: 0202 COre252 convoy, 
M205: 0420 CO 79215 “conve;. 
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b) German air reconnaissance: 


1027 CN 3491 1 freighter secur ccm] 
' speed 14 knots. 


Italian Navy: 1440 CJ 3438 1 submarines 
2338 CN 3287 1 submariges 


c) According to radio interception service 
there are 2 destrovers, smaller units 
and probably convoys also between Tobruk 
and Sidi earrvani: 


Ga) ve 


U 73 (Rosenbaum) has put in to Mesaua 
because of heavy damage sustained ina 
bombing attack, Because the radio set was 
out of order no report was given Of eau 
passage. 

"Heilmann" has taken over "Rosenbaum"'s 
attack area, "Fraatz" has vaken over 

"He i Iimemimer 

At 0001 "Fraatz" gained contact With a conmvam 
in CO 9265, course 290°, speed 11 knots, 
After having made a successful attack; the 
boat was forced to witndraw. 

'Fraatz" regained contact and again success= 
fully attacked the convcy. The boat has 
expended all its torpedoes except for one 
acoustic torpedo and has commenced return 
passage to Pola. 


a) During the first ettack "Fraatz" Sank one 
destroyer in CO 9229, During the second 
attack he sank a steamer of 5000 "CRI 
CO ea 


bean 


(Signed) Kreisch. 
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i. 


cr; 


ACY 


b) 


a) 


' b) 


a) 


b) 


c) 


Wes Cy Bee 

Use seer 9250, 

UES ek 4870, 

U 568 CO 1990, 

U 453 CO 5180, 

U 431 CO 5990, 

U 97 CO 6760, 

W ACE CO Silo 

U 652 CO 6880. 

U 83 put in to Messina at LO30, puL ome 


to sea at 1745, 


italian reconnaissance: same as on 
previoue day. 


German reconnaissance: in the forenoon 
and afternoon Crete-Tobruk-Sidi Barrani 
areca, 


20> 050/726 March CO.9215 1 tanker, 
2 destroyers, 
course 90°, 


German air reconnaissance: 


0915 CO 9252 2 freighters, westerly 
course, 

1050 CO 9242 2 freighters, easterly 
course, moderate speed, 


Italian Navy: 
0415 CO 5281 unknown unit, course 120°, 
Peis ae cimeratrt: 


1715 CO 5929 1 U-boat, course 290°, 
speed 10 knots. 


In the Rinella broadcast between 1349 

B 26 and 1920 B 26 tactical time, three 
Operational radio messages were sent out 
for Alexandria, also addressed C-in-C 
Mediterranean, The last operational 

radio message was also addressed 
Communications Officer, Tobruk and Captain 
(Submarines I), presumably in connection 
with the successful German U-boat 

ENG 1 TT Wee 

Rescue operations were directed from 
Mersa Matruh for the unit sunk out of 

the convoy on the night of 26 March, 
Patrol vessel 2 F.V.4. reported at 0445/8 
26 tactical time to Mersa Matruh, that 5 
officers and 46 men had been rescued and 
that the search was being continued. 


Une 


CONFIDENTIAL 


IV. 


0732 "8 BJQ" (patrol vessel) reported to 
Admiral Alexandria that he had attacked a 
suspicious ship, otherwise no success in 
a radius of 5 miles, At 0610726 the fem 
patrol vessel reported: "Further search 
has proved unsuccessful, Am returning," 


According to Italian radio intercept reports 
and after an air reconnaissance over Malta the 
possibility of warships putting out -from Malta 
towards the east must be reckoned with, 

U 205 (Reschke) reported a successful attack 
on the convoy that he reported at 0420, 


a) "Reschke" reported: "Convoy eastemum 
course, 1 tanker, 2 destroyers CO 92153 at 
0510 hit on tanker, loud explosion, By dawn 
only destroyers to be seen. Was forced to 
withdraw and depth charged," 


b) U 133 (Mohr) is reported missing for the 
second time with effect from 14 March 1942, 
The boat put out from Salamis on 14 March 
and hit a mine. There were no survivors, 


(Signed) Kreisch, 


27 March 1942 


I. 


Ls. 


Wels 


a) U 97) COievco- 
205 CO 9120, 
431 CO 5990, 
652 CO 5430, 
453 CO 5160, 


co 1590, 
83 cI 9180, 
73. Cuneo 


559 CJ 3880, 


put in to Spezta acee.e, 


i ae 
559 put in to Pola at 1945, 


ee) (ee lefere ea ere ie 
SU 
ON 
Se) 


a) Italian reconnaissance: same as on 
previous day. 


b) German reconnaissance: in the forcnoon 
and afternoon North African inshore waters, 
Sea area around Malta. 


U4 oe 1648 CO 9112 1 Sperrbrecher ? 
3 small vessels, 
westerly course, One 
vessel on a southerly 
course, 


ene 
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b) German air reconnaissance: 


0710 CO 5937 1 cruiser, 4 destroy creer 

easterly course, 

0925 CN 3963 1 submarine, 

Cree 2 medium-sized, 2 large 
We eliain SVs eCibhe se 
240". 

IStOnCO 6o5o themhormation of 0910, 

1535 CO 9122 1 cruiser, 3 destroyers, 
westerly course, 

1545 CO 6883 the formation of 0910, 
course 90°, speed 20 
knotge, 

1710 CO 6893 2 destroyers, course 90°, 

| speed 18 knots, 

1825 CO 6983 2 destroyers, course 90°, 
speed 18 knots. 


c) According to radio intercept service, 
the formation sighted at 0910 was in 
COM erat 11135, 1523 POV reported to 
Alexandria: “Am being bombed in 
CO 9136 by enemy aircraft," 


d) 1430 the "Malaya", "Eagle", "Argus", 
"Hermione", 4 destroyers, and 3 gun- 
boats put out from Gibraitar for the 
east. 


Italian Way S100 s 6672 1 sibmariner 
1418 CK 4877 1 ‘submarine, 


IV. it has been confirmed that escort forces 
have left Malta. At 0415 the U-boat "Onice" 
obtained a hydrophone bearing on the 
formation. 
eemem O9fe an CO 5937 until 1625 in CO 6963 
the formation was shadowed and attacked by 
aircraft. The boats probably did not gain 
eontact, At 1535 an aircraft reported from 
Coe fee cruiser ama 3 destroyers, 
westerly course, 

U 431 (Dommes) reported what was apparently 
TiemeeMeomtormatdon ay 1646 in CO 9112, it 
Com vecmol One™vescel, probably a Sperr= 
brecher and 3 small vessels. | 

U 453 (Schlippenbach) has taken over the 
operational area occupied by "Fraatz" 

until now, 


ve a) Ee) 8/7. 


(Signed) Kreisch, 
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BU) 


b) 
Bl) 


b) 


2) 


b) 


c) 


ae. Gaga eae 


1730 CH 8349 Force H, easterly course 


83. .Ci 1386, 
566 Messina, 
652 Ck Faz. 
453 COmay20. 
205 CO 6780, 
431 COmon 70. 
97 CO 679. 


83 put in to Soezia at leses 
77 put out from Salamis. 


Italian reconnaissance: same scum 
previous day. 


German reconnaissance: in the forenoon ane 
afternoon Crete-Derna-Mersa Matruh area, 
Malta area and southeast of it. 


U 431: 1227 CO 6777 2 steamers, 4 pabmom 
vessels, 

U 431: 2001 CO 6776 4 destroyers, easter] 
Courses 


German air reconnaissance: 


0852 CO 9136 1 cruiser, 2 destroyercnum 
steamers, 1 guardboat, course 
120°, speed slight. 

1005 CO 6748 2 destroyers, 2 medium-sized 

' freighters, 1 guardboat, jeGas 
230°, moderate speed. 

1250 CO 5996 conveys 

1317 off Alexandria 2 freighters, lG= 

ue 3 patrol vessels put out for 
the west. 2 tankers lay stopp 
outside the harbcr, ] 

1415 CO 9261 4 destroyers, 3 steamers, 1 

: guardboat, course JGae 

1425 CO 9267 3 small freighters, 6 guard- 
boats, course 90°. 

1506 CP 7288 3 large steamers, 1 destroyer 
1 guardboat, course 50°, 


Italian Navy: 


1415 Gi 9657 1 sitimamime: 
2255 CK 7627 1 Submarine, 


0623/28 March CO 67692 British Wie 
reported aircraft shadowing the convoy, 
0830 CO 6735: British reconnaissance aie 
craft sighted a periscope, course 280°, 
speed 2 knots. 

0319/28 March CO 67598 report from 
British aircraft: “Have attacked a U=Degmm 
1410 CO 5998: convoy "Solar" attacked am 
alrcran ie 
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I According to air reconnaissance, traffic 
is proceeding close under the coast. 
WWommes" reported from CO 6777, 2 
steamers, 4 patrol vessels close under 
the coast, He added that he had not yet 
apeeecched Poiny "2", Ay 2101 “Dommes" 
made contact with 4 destroyers steering 
an easterly course, At 2133 the boat 
reported firing a fan of torpedoes which 
missed the destroyers, he was then 
forced to withdraw, 

"Reschke" was repeatedly attacked by 
anti-submarine vessels and aircraft in 
COM oo Vithdrawa vowune north for 4 
short while, 

"Heilmann" requested permission to 
return owing to damage sustained in 
bombing attack, Boat is to put in to 
Salamis. 


Vv. a) ae) « 


Wile Miscellaneous: Captain U-boats, Captain 
Kreisch, has returned from his duty trip 
to Lorient (Command Station C-in-C 
U-boats), for which he left on 9 March, 


(Signed) Kreisch, 


29 March 1942 


Aperco Golo, 
B295ee0 6750), 
230 CO 6770. 
Oy Ce C410), 
‘652 CK 4730, 
77 CO 2970, 
Dee C1 5050. 


ais 


nee a) Italian reconnaissance: in the fore- 
noon and afternoon west of Sardinia as 
far as radius of action allowed, South 
Oleotcily, 


I. a) 


SG Ge, & eee 


bp) German reconnaissance: in the fore- 
noon and afternoon sea area of Malta 
and west of Malta, Benghazi area, 
Crete-Mersa Matruh, 
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a)! Meas 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


0910 CP 7146 5 destroyers, course 120°, 
0930 16 units lay stopped off Alexandria, 
0930 CO 9365 3 medium-sized freighters, 
2 destroyers, 1 torpedobeamm 
2 guardboats, making for 
“Alexandria, moderate speed, 
0940 CP 7125 2 destroyers, making for 
Alexandria, 
1010 CO 9337 2 guardboats, coumseucu a 
1120 CH 5958 Force H, course 270°) iagem 
speed, 
1320 CH 5869 Force H, course 270°, high 
speaa, 


Italian U-boat: 
2215 CH 7624 Force H, course 240°, 


c) British aircraft transmitted to Aléxamquwam 
"0857 have attacked a U-boat," 
0955 CO 9364 British unit: "Am being 
attacked by enemy aircraft." 


SA. 


According to aircraft and radio intvepear, 
service reports traffic has onlv been ascer- 
tained east of the boats! attack areas, 

U 77 (Schonder) has passed 35° N to the Soumem 
The boat will take over the attack erea — 
hitherto occupied by "Helimann," - 
tReschke" reported that his night blindness 
has got worse and that he can no longer keep 
watch on the periscope himself, - 

U 431 (Damme) is Operating in CO 9126 
because up till now no traffic has been 
observed at Point "Z" off Tobruk, Apparently 
traffic is not approaching via Poin "2a 
the moment, . 


a) @ bi) ee 


(Signed) Kreisch. 
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453 CO. 6890, 
205 CO 6730, 
PE CO Gace 
431 CO 9120, 

2310, 
Go Cy) 6220, 
568 CJ 1630. 


ae el) 


568 put in to Spezia at 1030, 
LUue i tomoetiamic at O95), 


b) 


Gol Ele ere els = 
es 
~NI 
@ 
© 


Cees a) Ttalian reconnaigganee: in the fore- 
noon and afternoon west, south and 
southeast of Sicily.. ; 

b) German reconnaissance: in the fore- 
noon and afternoon the Malta sea area. 
. 22° HE, Alexandria-Crete area, 
imei a) ./. 
b) German air reconnaissance: 
meee ye7> locriiser, course 270°. 
1731 CH 9636 1 cruiser, course 270°, 
speed 22 knots, 


c) From an unidentified source to 
Mediterranean Fleet: . - \ 


1 U-boat in GO 9224, 

foree "I" located in the afternoon if 

Tobruk-Mersa Matruh area. 
4) 1200 Force H put in to Gibraltar, { 


e) 1900 CH 9635 1 cruiser. 
- 0315 CH 9457 1 cruisér, course 270°. 


IL NOGhine to repor tis 
Vie eo) @ s/s 


(Signed) Kreisch, 


-148- 


CONFIDENT TAL 


sie Marches 19he 
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ie 


dleligth 


- a) oe 


a) U 2055G0 sees 
U 77) €0se790,, 
U 430 CO 9mi20, 
U 453 CO 6890, 
U 652°Ci 230; 


b) U 652 put in to Pola at 1030. 


a) In the forenoon and efternoon between 
Sicily and Tunis, south of Sicaiaw# 


b) In the forenoon and afternoon along 
the coast of Cyrenaica: Convoy route. 


b) German air reconnaissance: 
Oo ‘ 


0855 off alexandria, 3 ships StOgpeee 
3 destroyers, 2 medium-sized 
merchant ships, COureem aie 


el), qd) je 
e) 1500 CK 4534 1 Submarire. 


0150 CJ 7512 1 submarine, course 240°, 
speed 15 knots. 


U 205 (Reschke) has startei return passage 


because of the Commander's eye trouble, 
Otherwise nopnineeiee epoway 


BW le) o/s 
(Signed) Kreisch. 
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1 April, 1942 


I. 


ils 


iil. 


IV. 


g) UW 20S 0) Sealer 


e) 


a) 


b) 


i Aon cho ealzion 
U7? . CO 6790, 
U 453 CO 6890. 


sf 


Italian reconnaissance: in the morning 
and afternoon between Sardinia and 

mer Ca Southwest of Italy. Convoy 
route. 


German reconnaissance: same as on 
Meevicus day. 


oe 


C20 CO Poo oe ei reciphvers Up vo o,000 tong, 
Coumse 2/00, moderate speed. 

elle OO Yz2ol 2 cruisers, "4 destroyers, 
4, steamers, course 270°, speed 
14 knots. 

1505 CO 6895 2 escort vessels, 4 small naval 
Vessels, 1 small vessel» 2 small 
freighters, westerly course. 


British aircraft reported at 2330 from an 
U@eeencitied position that he had attacked 
a U-boat e 


On 30 March laden ships were lying in 
Alexandria ready to sail for Malta. Escort 
expected from the Red Sea. Gn sO Marca 

2 units from Malta with fatal casualties 

on board are believed to have put in to 
port. 


0900 CO 9584 1 submarine, 
1542 CN 2239 1 submarine. 


Nouning tO report. 


s/s 


(Signed) Kreisch. 
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2 April, 


1942 


i, a) W205 CoO Silee 


ila a ) 


i. a) 


iV. Nothing to report, 


U7/- CO 6tee 
U 451 CO GiZze 
U 453 CO 6890 


ay 
ae 


Convoy route. 
Malta area. 


0241 CK 2304 
0845 CO o92e 
1099 GO G77 


L220 CO (677 
1530 CO ogee 


3 
3 


al 
& 
4 
& 


WG 


Inshore waters of Cyrenaica. 


submarine reported by U 77, 


Cruisers, 5 déesuroyezsr 
freighters, course 2900; 
cruisers, 4 guardboave, 
freighters, course 270-8 


the same convoy. 
the same convoy, Wesucr.. 
course, speed 5 knots. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


3 April, 1942 


ao ES Se 


ES a) U 431 CO 5960, 


i; a) 


ie a) 


U 453 CO 6890 
U7? CKhlees 
U 200 COMlsZe 


3 


2 


U 77 put in Co Sallamicwa wee - or 


we 


In the morning and afternoon convoy route 
and inshore waters from 20° EF as far as the 


Nile Delta. 


nie 


German air reconnaissance: 


0745/3 April CN S26sudecubmacince 


21) 
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Italian air roconnaissance: 


0830 CO 5996 1 cruiser, 4 destroyers, 
oO rei enters course 70] 
Seccd 14 esne tar 

0240 UNesiail cruisor, 1 torpedcboat, 
course 180°, speed 12 knots, 

HOOO CO S66 | submarine, course 270°. 


German air reconnaissance: 


0950 GP 7287 2 torpedoboats, 1 steamer 
putting in to port. 

i622 1 1,000 ton steamer, 2 escort vessels 
put out from Mersa Matruh, 
course 70°; 


miv OS Che oo26 1 submarine < 


IV. Nothing to report. 


(Signed) Krcisch, 


U 205 cu 9976, 
U 431 co 5960, 
U 453 CO 6890. 


(eo lmmous OUL from Spezia avy 1400. 
WeoGoimeand l56e pub out from Pola at i900, 
U 20>" put in to Messina at OS00, put out 
from Messina at 1500. 


ae 


On convoy route. Malta sea area, inshore 
Waverowor Cyrenaica as far as Nile Delta. 


of 


German air reconnaissance: 


Emeril, 1942 
I. a) 

b) 
Le a ) 

b) 
orl. a) 

b) 


OGSCMCe 7250 2 destroyers... 4 Mo .B.s, 
o steamers putting in to port. 
0850 CP 7288 2 freighters, course 270°. 


Ttalian air reconnaissance: 


Ofoomer Gly 2 destreyers, course 165°, 
speed’ 20 knots. 

0950 CP 5794 1 destroyer, 2 steamers, 
course 210°, speed 10 knots. 

0955 OP 8185 1 steamer, course 545°, 
speed 10 knots. 


ol oe 


CONFIDENTIAL 


c) Admiralty announced the loss of the shes) HOG Po 
Mieavoc" 


Cd) ayer 
e}) itelaan Navi 
O310 CO 2625 Pesabraimme. 


Ie Nothing to report. 
Me 5) ae 
bi aye 


(Signed) Kroisch. 


Se om, tae 


431 CO 5960, 
453 CO 6890, 

205 CJ 8510, 

81 CJ 5490, 
331 CJ 5490, 
561 CJ 3870, 
562 CJ 3870. 


Le a ) 


Sine 2 Se ee, 


277 put out from Salamis at 1700. 
ie a) Straits between Africa 270 careumuan 
b) South of Sicily) Benghazi (= iota oes 
area. African coast, [rom Voorn ce 
Nite Deticar. 
nt ease 


b) German air reconnaissance; 


Q800 CP 7285 3 freienvews. maicmeow or 
POriggs ncn. 


es a ite reconnaissance: 


0920 CP 4836 1 CPUMS Cigjee) | Se sumenyors 
l’freighter, course 180°, speed 14 knots. 


German air reconnaissance: 


0930 CP 7136 1 hospital ship, course 330°. 
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ey ey ac 


cp eeidemeiewaiant” is mo longer in Alexandrias 


e) Italian 


Navy: 


20Ome! 9667 | submarine. 


03510 ON 


PYOS I dcsunoyer) ceurccooO-. 
Speed 16 knots. 


I U 431 (Dommes) and U 453 (Schlippenbach) 
Mave Deen Branted freedom of acbion in the 
U-boats' operational area, "Dommes" west 

of the meridian in CO, "Schlippenbach" cast 
Snel t. Nothing to report. 


ewes) « 
ie. / 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


SSE I RE SE SR RE er eee eee eve SOT et ed ER SARE STAMINA 5 OS 


beoeril, 1942 


i 


Pd. 


IV. 


© 


562 CK 7220, | 
205 CJ 1620. 


‘oy 


Z20eupue 10 tO Spezia at 1040. 


Simouc in He Messina at O915. 


55 " 


ee! GAS) (GS) ES les forte gee 
a : 
@>) 
i 
@ 
va 
NS 
“Sj 
W 
O 


it it ‘j O940., 


Gammouee cub irom Messing av 1800. 


a) Between 


Sardinia ond Africa, 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, inshore 
waters of Cyrenaica as far as Alexandria. 


a ie 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


OL lO CO Ox Awe Aeareeore. 2 sveamera, 


1335, CP 
1645 CP 
Coe ne ) 
Nothing to 
SOO. / » 


Coumsc (2092. 

The "Queen Elizabeth" docked. 
‘8118 3 warships, course 909, 

high speed. 
Voee 9 Saipeemiceverly Course . 


al 


pec OO LU. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


a a ee a ar nr penne arent re ere nn 


Vel 


ee 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Gaecor Ti 42 


i. 


LE 


i. 


JENS 


a) U 431 CO 6880, 
453 CO 9310, 
81 CO 1160, 
1160, 
561 CO 1230, 
562 CO 1380, 


oY CO 6720. 


G Se) ey Ses Ge} 
ON 
(en 
[+H 
QD) 
= 


b) U 77 put out from Salamis,” puvy an tose aa 
at 1844, 


a) Straits soulh of Sarcumia, 


b) Sicilian Channel, area south of Crete 
including Allex2ndwa 


a) U 453: 1141 CO 9311 a large steamer, coum 
‘2700, speed 16 knots, zigzagging. 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


0820 CO 9324 1 freishter, courses. 79 = 
moderate speed. 

1440 CN 5526 1 submarine. 

1740 CN 5182 1 submarine. 


c) The hospital ship "Somersetshire" reported at 
1437: “Am listing$ taking to the boamams 
1740; "Hatches 2 and 3 under water, keeping her 
afloat with difficulty," British a@ircrar gees 
1815: "Sitio Sie aie ces Boats have returned." 


dave 
e) Italian Navy: 


1100 CJ 9587 1 “subrareimes 
1520 CN $426 1 Suemeiae. 


U 77 (Heilmann) is operating in the U-boats'! 
operational area west of 250 EK. This meridiag 

is the western limit for "Dommes". "Schl i ppeimieae as 
is concentrating on the approach routes to Alexandrian 


At 0820 an aircraft sighted 1 merchant ship in 

CO 93524, course 270°, moderate speed. At 125uWe 
received a radio message, time of origin 1141/7/573 
from U 453 (Schlippénbach). He reported that the 
steamer sighted by the aircraft was zigzagging. 


Italian and German radio intercept messages reveawied 
that the steamer was torpedoed and it was the 
British hospital Ssmiso "Sener 227... During 

the night "Schlippenbach" reported he had torpedoed 
the hospital ship tamcem =o. He only identities 
the markings after firing as the autack waogear as 
out against the sun; the ship was nougilyineea 

if altel chee 


a) b) ft 
‘ (Signed) Kreischs 


ee ee ee 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


en oon 1942 


OF, 


ie. 


ont. 


IV. 


EM) fee 


6970, 


6880, 
6740 


2870, 
2720 
econ | ae 
1930. 


Pye Cub ot Sicily, Southeast of Sicily. Crete 
Africa area to Tobruk - Alexandria. Malta 
sea area. 


ey) Ueeei: 


1708 CO 9268 5 submarines, 


moderate speed, 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


course 2/702, 


0905 CO 6784 .4 destroyers, 4 small merchant ships. 

1205 CO 8332 4 destroyers, 4 small merchant ships. 

1245 CO 8325 4 destroyers, 4 small merchant ships, 
_ course 260°, 

ee eo eee edcsuroyer, course 270°, high speed. 

ORC Ou zleemimeaicstroyer, course 270°, high speed. 

DMSO Ono 72m Oscpi val ship (7) with 2 escort 


vessels, course 90°, moderate speed. 


British unit transmitted the following from 
Cemsi2s ay 1250; ‘ 


"Am being attacked by enemy aircraft", 
The "Hagle" docked at Gibraltar. 
Italian Navy: 


igkeO OK (ee5 2 submarines. 
oo CJooe 1 slbmarine, course 270°. 


U 431 (Dommes) sighted 3 enemy submarines on a 
Mmesgerly course at 1908 in CO 9268. 

U 453 (Schlippenbach) was ordered to report more 
details of the sinking of "Somersetshire". The 
message has been roceived. 


a) 


b) 


w/ 
ve 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


SiGe 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Peworil, ote 


I 


i.. 


i tal 


a) 


453 CP 7240, 
431 CO 9230, 
97 CO 6740, 
562 CO 6270, 
6180, 
81 CO 5360, 
331 CO 5360, 
17 Ci 99709 


Cp Ce ey S| eres, 
on 
O) 
b 
C2 
Ss 


77 put in to Messina at’ 1120, put oul aveiewes 
Straits between Sardinia andi rice. 


Sicilian Channel, souvnedis: ote .1c @ Africay 
Crete =~ Tobruk - Alexandria. 


U 431: 2038 CO 9261 convoy, course 1009, epee 
| slight. 
431: 0028 CONGS7 2 convo 
97 : 0041 CO 6782 convoy, course 100°, moderate 
speed. 
O7 : 0215 CONG cence ec @ 
451: 0447 €O) Gesoreonvo uw 


ee ee 


Italian air reconne wacance 
0800 CN 2112 1 cruiser, course 2709, speed [OSiiaaam 
More shadowers' reports show a mean course of 2709, 
moderate speed of tee knots unveil 2700 Cn 7a 


German air reconnaissance: 


0920 CO 91lee 2 destroyers, 2 escorta vec s 
4 freighters, course 90°, 


Italian ailP PecConmeieasamce, 


1034 CP 8115 1 torpedoboat, 3 freignters, coum 
170°, speed 12 knotse 


German air reconnaissance. 
1158 CO 9139 3 escort vessels, 3 steamers, 2 lighiies 
yh 

ales 

IGeaiien, New. 

1550 CJ 3862 1 submarine. 


1325 CJ 7625 1 submarine. 
1525 CJ 7634 1 submeaeeimes 


- lee 


CONFIDENTIAL 


IV. 


U 431 (Dommes) reported’ at 2038 that he made contact 
(eimai iicalauberma Convoy in CO 9261. Presumably 
this is the same convoy as was reported by one of 
our aircraft at 0920 and 1158. "Dommes'" carried 
out an unsuccessful attack, then made contact again 
but was forced away by destroyers and could only 
shadow it on hydrophone bearings. As,the U-boat 
nad no torpedoes left and had not made contact by. 
dawn, he returned: to Spezia. 


U 97 (Heilmann) contacted a convoy in CO 6782 at 
OO eee co ae tan Woich misse@ in CO 6785 and was 
Siraven off. At 0306 the U-boat reported no 
Comme, last convoy position was CO 6783. . 


U 97 and U 453 (Schlippenbach) were ordered to 
report at 2555 whether they were operating on 
the convoy reported by Dommes. U 97 then 
reported that he was shadowing the convoy lying 
further to the west. No report received from 
U 453. 


20) ae 
yi ve/ « 
(Signed) Kreisch. 


eee este ere 
oO 
(ep) 
jk 
@ 
kg 
Nar 
08) 
(@>) 
sK 


one. / « 


b) Sicilian Channel, Crete area, Alexandnia, 
Tobruk, Malta’ area. 


PymelfOer 7178 || destroyer, 2 guardboats, 

© freighters, course 900. 

0955 CH 5974 2 unidentified units, course 260°. 

i 2eeeHeoe75 2 unidentified units, course 60°, 
high speed. 

WOOZCPeo2/7S 1 submarine. 

em Oeeovo | submarine, course 315°. 

1350 CO 2515 1 submarine. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


ly 


qd) 


e) 


1232 bearing 


Tpeitan Navy= 


1600 CJ 6ll3 
2000 CJ 9264 
0453 CH 5465 


taken on Submarine ia9Cs 457. 


1 submavine. 


1 submarine, 
unidentified unis, Course 200 a 


course 360°. 


U 453 (Schlippenbach) has reported. 


Nothing to reporr 


a) 


b) 


ae 
of 


(Siened) Kreiscenh, 


LE one PS 


Straits south of Sardinia. 


o62 position according to dead reckoning MoOGe@aama, 
ool, ,U 81 and U S61 outward Deundr 


065 put out from Spezia at 1400. 
77 put in to Spezia at 0845. 2 


Sicilian Channel, Crete 1- Tobruk — Alexandriagen = 


oa ee ee Ee 
ls a) U 
10: 
U 453 CP 7160, 
U 97 CO Sesee 
U 481. CO Ss405 
U 47 SCJ Sor 
fe) 0) 
U 
id a) 
b) 
Malta area. 
i, 86k) ee 
b) 


1040 CP 8128 large steamer, course 165%, speed 


tO Knots 


ra 


L115 British aircraft reported to Alexandria 


irom COS soon. 


"Am over cnemy U-boat." 


if 3 
Italian Navy: 


10350 CK 4565 
1550 CN S241 
1650 CK 7256 
1900 CN 5688 


Pee 


submarine. 
Submarine. 
Submarine. 
submarine. 


= 50= 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ALN 


Ve 


12 April, 1942 


I. 


it. 


tds 


in; 


Ve 


Nothing to report. 


a) 


b) 


a) 


Slee e Gee 
ee) 
FE 


ai 
a/¢ 
(vemee  Kreice a. 


a ae a 


453 CP 7160, 
a ele S220) 
KEL CO WSC) 
565 a 5760, 


{proceoding to operational area. 
) é 


U 431 put in to Messina at O700. 
Straits south of Sardinia. 


Soe lvemGiaanne!, Toboruk-Alexandria area, 
ellez — Crebe. Malta area, convoy route. 


ae 


Tealtan air reconnaissance: , 1220 CN .2241 
1 submarine. 


German air reconnaissance: 
i2S5008o722) | Submarine, course 0°. 
ie O1Cers722 | submarine, course O°. 
1840 GN 2959 1 submarine. 


iesnibmercine aa CN 1514 at 2250 according to 
izenue) ioe car ageper 


The cruiser Penelope” damaged in Gibraltar, 
Gaullist light naval forces and submarines in 
Alexandria. 

Sea Defense Commandant, Crete: 

1033 1 submarine submerged in Bay of Heraklion. 


Tbalian Navy: 


WecOmelecce | | submarine. 
©2008 384168 1 Submarine. 


Nothing to report. 


a) 


b) 


6 
oe 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


~_ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


13 April, 1942 


ris a) U O70 COseo 20" 
453 CP 7160, 
Cd Sale, 


451 Messina, 


PGaqqqaq 
on 
op) 
on 


in the operational area off the ports, 


= 
oO 
O 
j 


431 put out from Messina at O700. 
put in to Messina at 1240. 


ere 
on 
o> 
on 


b) Convoy route; Malta area, from 2O- Bere 
Alexandria. 


ii, A\lewn 
ep pery 


ec) 1330 CK 7272 1 submarine (radio Pocague am 
O910 CO 6675 2 destroyers, HP @irevomre. 
course 42°, speed 8 knots 
according to a report fromm 
ibpgubigsh slate chile ceil 0, 


d) It is alleged that the British wish to a vem 
convoys and let ships sail independently with 
elie Vee Veta 


e) Italian Navy: 
0855 Cd S17 G1 oaoniee tae 
1800 GJ 9598 1 submarines 
2045 CJ 9665 1 submarine. 


HT U 453 (Schlippenbach) reported firing twa 
fans which missed destroyer escort, no torpedoes 
Led it, Return passage commenced. No trafilicuems- 
‘Alexandria. 
tis 2) estas 


(Signed) Kreisch. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
14 April, 1942 


HOS Ce 97/1 SN0) 
565 Messina, 
oo. Ci 527 0, 
ea 
ool 
Dow 
562 


ibe a) 


in the operational area off the ports. 


ee See Gece a 


431 put in to Spezia at 0800. 
He a) ae 


b) Convoy route, east of Benghazi as far as 
Alexandria, Malta area. 


iT a) U 97: 2216 CO 6870 convoy’in hydrophones. 


b) 1002 CP 7179 2 M.T.B.s, course 270°, speed 
- 64 knots. 


1551 CO 9367 4 destroyers, 1 steamer, 
course 285°, moderate speed. 


oe 
e's 
é) Italian Navy: 


WoeerCl G2o271 submarine. ' 
WOso CN 2265 1 submarine. 
ior ole 1 Submarine. 


ey U 97 (Heilmann) contacted a convoy in CO 6870 
on a hydrophone bearing. Aircraft forced the 
U-boat to submerge in bright moonlight. 


Vs eo. / « 
ineee/ « 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


ioe orl, 1942 


ih a) U 97 CO 6870, 
U 453 CO 6420, 
U 82 
U 331 
U 561 
U 562 


in the operational area off the ports. 


Se Sr 


b) U 565 put out from Messina at 1800. 
ies 5, eae 


b) Convoy route, Alexandria - Crete - Cyrenaica sea 
Aareae Malta area, 
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lig) 


IV. 


ne ci 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


1035 CO 5986 2 destroyers, 2 cseorue- -c- er 
1 merchant ship. 


Gy ee 
dy ye 
6) ye 


The night 15/16 April Was scheduled as the sd 
for carrying out special operation "Morgenstern 


U 561 (Bartels) and U 351 (Thiessenhausen) have 
reported "Yes" by short Semaine Otherwise 
nothing bo repels 


a eye 
b)4ay7e 


(Signed) Kreisch. 
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WAR DIARY 
OF 
CAPTAIN U-BOATS, ITALY 


Ge ee APRIL, 19h2 


 PG/30924 . 


CONFIDENTIAL 


War | 


6 May, 1942 
Comments . 
of 
— Oleucer Corman Seb eae Command on ie ~ 


Saomenne tae ont ea as me ee ters: meee 


hy 


The carefully prepared operation against the 
Pewee coast Wont according to plan. The 
enemy obviously held up traffic after our 
initial successes. 


ie U-boats Te Caemed Oub Lacir aliovted 

tasks well. [fees Maines Bre Srauitying. 

The success of the minelaying operation remains 
Heepe sScGn. (Pemeil note at Side: Nothing 
known to date.) ; 

The War Diary of Flag Officer German Naval Command 
@emeaino Considerations for the use of U-boats 

in the Western Mediterranean. I agree with the 
U-boat disposition sclected by Captain U-boats. 


Otherwise no comment, 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


16 April, 1942 


alge 


oe 


TE ao 


Tee 


17 April, 1942 


I. 


oe. - 


a) ) 
) 
81 ) in the operational area. 

) 

O97 “COR6S7 ome 


453 CO 2470, 
565 CO 1410. 


by) ea 


a) Straits south of saree. 


Gao cea == 
on 
O 
ae) 


b) Sicilian Channel, Crete - African GOamp yet meas 
Alexandria, exhaustive reconnaissance. 


a) 7 


b) 0936 CP 4782 2 merchant ships, southerly secu 
c )¥rdee 


e) Italian Wavy: 


1400 CK 4728 1 submarine. 

U 81 (Guggenberger) and U 331 (Thiessenhausen) 
reported special operation "Morgenstern" carried 
out according to plan and successes with torpedae 
and” aiimer. U 4551 sent a situation Pepa 
Steamer traffic independent and with escort. 

Average < steamers daily. For the last 2u¢aus. 
sailing vessels only at night. "Thiessenhausen’ 
cominenced return passage to disembark sick mans 


a) "Gugsenberger" has sunk one tanker, one escor 
vessel and three satin (sites. 
'"Thiessenhausen' torpedoed a steamer lying 


alongside the outer edge of the 6as tome 
and sank three sailing ships. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


a) ) 
U ) 
U en ) in the operational areas 
U ) 
U ) 


37 GO Gays 


CONFIDENTIAL 


iy 


ie, 


Ws 


a) Straits south of Sardinia, west of Sicily as far 
oes Of 2Ction allowed. 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta, area around 20° ae 
Crewe Aloxandria. 


2) aya 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


0800 CP 7273 2 cscort vossels, 4 merchant ships, 
westerly course, 


ee we readio traffic in the area: Cyprus, 
Peeeeee Beirut. 


Myo) /« 

U 565 (Franken) occupies the western half and 
Wee ercilmann) the eastern half of U-boat 
Operational area. 


U 81 (Guggenberger) reported having fired 44 rounds 
[eeboeo.ss Cm gun at eloctricity works at Jaffa. 


a) "Guggenberger" opened fire on clectricity 
works at Jaffa and observed some hits. ; 


ee, « 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


Re Pe RR te JP ee enter err A 
’ 


Pome eril, 1942 


I. 


iy 


Be. 


a) Doe } 

olonl ) 

81 ) in the operational area, 
oy) CO 4770 ae 


Bel ©0 5260 


565 CO 5940, 
45% CK 7220+ 


ee Ge a ejere e 


So eourein vo salamis at O900. 
a) Straits south of Sardinia. 


b) Sicilian Channel, southeast of Sicily, Derna - 
Crete - Alexandria - Malta area. 


a) she 


Pee NOnCces72co — M.T.B.«S, making for Aloxandria, 
| Ime succeds . 
@225 Gee oe] 2 destroyers, | steamer, making 
i Ot VM awds geliaalem 
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c) There was evidence of our U-boat activia ee 
Lcevantine Granta. At 1655 a U-boat ie 
reported in © Pees a. Rinella transmitted Go 
Port Said, "2 submerged U-boats"™, posijamem 
not given. Urgent radio traffic between 
Sucz, Alexandria, Haifa, Beirut, Fameguea 
and C-in-C Mediterrancann 


d) 2 cruisers put in tose. 
e) Italian Navy: 
O7 OS NG 227 
0730 CK 74&5 


1240 CK 7254 
0255 Cauesee 


submarinc. 
submarine. 
submarine. 
submarine. 


PH 


LN U 562 (Hamm) reported "Yes" by short Sig aa 
This confirms the fact that all the U=boeags 
(U 81, U 3351, U 561, U 562) have complied 
special operation "Morgconstern", 


Otherwise nothing Bomeeewe are 
ie a.) 5, eee 


(Signed) Kreitsenm. 


ie a) U 562 CP 5310, 
U 81 CP 5830, 
U 561 CP 5770, 
Ut 565 CO 6780, 
U 9? @P vie, 
U 453 CN 6630. 


5) 2 
ify a) Straits South Gime: mee 


b) Sicilian Channel, Crete - Derna - Alexandria, 
Malta area, 


TIS haar 


b) 1021 CP 7175 5 steamers with M.T.B.s, Westemms 
COCs O:. 
1050 CP %28e2 1 steamer, 1 escort vesseum 
 €asterly course. 


c) -1020 CO 9633 "Cooly" convoy reported airciemam 
shadower. 


dad) 2 cruiscrs put out from Gibraltar, no detauie 
of colieee. 


son = 


CONFIDENTIAL 


e) Italian Navy: 


1646 CN 2877 1 submarine. 
feta CO Selo 1 isubmarine. 


ily U 561 (Bartels) reported the area which he has 
mined. 


Ve a) U 561 (Bartels) sank 3 sailing ships. 


is / « 
(Signed) Kreisch. 


ert eames 


20 April, 1942 


a Ao ete ce | A eG LO NO Rh Ny OES! "1 Geant RADU el later eS nN te <A = 


mee ecr O10, 
Saeeor 2350, 
561 cP 8240, 
$0805 50, 
pee oO 6780, 
453 CN 3840. 


ie) 


I. 


So Ee 6 eee 
CO 
~j 


Pemveore Puc Cul from Pola at 1900. 


ety Peoeeeius south oF Sardinia, wast of Sardinia. 


a 


more lian Channel. 


To «|8) Ce /s 
b) German air reconnaissance; 


BeeOylO 0774 2 Gestroyers, 2 escort vessels, 
Course 2/0", speed Lz uknots. 
eter 7565 LF eruiser, 1 flotilla leader, 
1 guardboat, 2 steamers, course 
Eee espeed IZ .knotes. 
1000 CH 3363 1 battlcoship, 1 cruiser, 10 destroyers, 
1 aircraft carrier, course 270°, 
elie speed. 
[eee 2co bac same formation, course 265°, 
Rien specd. 


me OO Unidenticied position, British aircraft 
reported to Alexandria, "Have attacked U-boat". 
‘ t 


eae) ./. 
av . ieee GO reports 
Vv. ajy b) ./. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 
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21 April, 1942 


I. 


oie. 


iL 


IV. 


22 April, 1942 


I. 


a) U 562 CP 5310, 
81 CP 5830, 
561 CP 8240, 
97 0) oace- 
CO 6790, 
573 CN 3760, 


4535 CN 2590. 


a dadaqaddaad 
oi 
(ep) 
on 


b) 453 put in to Polawa taeEze, 
a) Straits Soutm Gieos rama 
b) Siciife@metheanaei. 


a), b) ye 


c) Brisk traffic between Alexandria, Haifa, 
Beirut and escor: Vesee la. 


d) The “Renave' (TN = "Renown'"?), / areas 
class cruiser and 7 destroyers pUUeiamee 


Gibraltar, American cruisers, airoraen 
carriers, destroyers and submarine. 
expected. 


e) Italian Navy: 


1150 CO 2955 submarine. 
L850 CO 6217 1 siubineseiae: 


U 97 (Heilmann), U 565 (Franken) were requested 
to send situation reports. Reports were receive 
from weune U 81 (Guggenberger) requested 
permission to return to Salamis because of damage 
hydroplane and reported situation. This reveals 
that traffic in the operational area has ceased 
for the present; no air patrols and [T@weamia. 
submarine sweeps. 


a) U 81 (Guggenberger) has sunk 3 more sailing 
ships. The tanker U 81 reported sinking 


on 16 April was of the “Ahamo" class (8600 
GRT) according to the Commander's report. 


bisa. 
(Signed) Kreisch. 


a) 


Ciera Se el GiGi 
ice) 
a 
>) 
ing) 
Gi 
ne 
aS 
=) 
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tee 


a 


Straits south of Sardinia; 


Sicilian Channel, Malta - Tobruk - Alexandria. 
fe. ey) a / + 


Py oe2s CO 8998 1 destroyer, 5 guardboats, 4 steamers, 
Ceurvse (5°, sheed 10 knots. — 
mieene0 67/8 the same convoy, course 90°. 


c) 1900 CP 4427 unidentified unit according to 
Boca olocation. 


2io0 GO 5618 reconnaissance aircraft Peed a 
U-boat. 


eye Thcre is a possibility that the aircraft carrier 
formation passed Gibraltar unobserved to the west. 


6) Italian Navy: 


0845 CK 7748 1 submarine. 
i545 CK 7819 1 submarine, course 175°. 


yes Weo7) (Neumann), U 565 (Franken), U 97 (Heilmann) 
have roceived now attack areas off Tobruk. 
YU 573 (Heinsohn) received orders to proceed to the 
Western Mediterrancan via Messina. 
U 74 (Friederich) has been detailed as another boat 
for the Western Mediterranean. . 
Peanken and Hcoilmann made contact with the convoy 
Peeerecad by aircraft at 0925 and 1125. 
During the night "Franken" succeeded in making a 
successful attack. 


Heilmann reported: "Bombed again in bright moonlight", 
U 81 (Guggenberger) has commenced return passage to 
Salamis. 


1. Two U-boats are to be Meeeiica fre ile fos tO 
» Operate in the Western Mediterranean, a third as 
soon as possible. 


2. The reduced opportunity of success in the Alexandria - 
Tobruk operational area is to be countered with a 
Comecnuravion Of the operational boats off Tobruk. 


3. The two boats at present still operating off the 
Syrian coast are to be left there until their 
offensive capacity is exhausted. 


4 a) U 565 (Pranken) has sunk ono steamer of 5,000 G.R.T. 
from a convoy, torpedoed and probably sunk another. 
ues / « 


(Giened) Kreisicn. 
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CO OG, too 


I. 


Iie 


Lins 


IV. 


a) v6e GP 5640, 

G1 ' CP slso. 

Oo (GOs 2oote 

lens) CORRS) SO). 

SSS 0e 

O1o CK Ween. 

DOISCP S220. 

e 
gia at dade 
na at 16103%pme 


Ga. Greve Gia <4 
On 
~j 
JH 
>) 
oO 


74 PUL OUU Prom 
Of PUG Mia Cordier 
OUT au Wels. 


a) Straits south of (S200 ee 


b) Sicilian Channel, Crete - Benghazi = 
Port Said aréa, Ssouutgo: (oc iee 


Bones 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


1030 CO 9357 9 escort vessels, @)SRe es 
WES [erly Cltoc. 

izi> 2 sveamers of those above, and 
5 csuardboats eastbound. 

1025 CP 7521 1 Treighter, 1 CSCOPU Sa eee 
COULrSt 2 70-, 

1045 CO 7274 3 creighters, coursemoe s 

1050 CP 7521 2 sunboats (?), 1 frememeews 
stopped. 

1530 CN 2824 _ submerine. course Zee 


c) 0330 CJ 7545 = submarine accordingmae 
radi O20 Ca Uwe. 
0040 radio message from Royal Navy Mersa 
Matruh to Alexandria, orobably in CeOnmme@riend 
with a U-boat sighting. At 1247 British 
radio station gave a warning of a U-boat 


55 miles northwest of Ras Assaz. oO more 
U=-boats were ascertzined in the Alexandria 
area. 

ayy e) ye 


Greater enemy supply traffic in the Alexandria 
Tobruk area recently. 

U 562 had been requested to report the position 
of the minefield laid by nim. Signal has been 
received. Position approximately in accordaiias 
with Appendix 4 to Operational Crder No. 4 for 
the Mediterranean. 

U 97 (Heilmann) reported a fan (miss) fired at 
"Franken'!s convoy at dawn on 23 April. 


a) U 81 (Guggenberger) hos sunk 3S more sailing § 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


oe 


CONFIDENTIAL 


24 April, 1942 

te a) U 562 CP 5340, 
561 CP 8220, 
97 CO 6790, 

CO 9230, 

371 CO 5960, 

81 CO 6160 

(aol 1 760- 


caddadd 
On 
Oo 
On 


fe a) North African coast, Philippville as far as 
ond S 


b) Sicilian Channel. Greece = Tobruk - Alexandria 
area. Malta area, 


ie 2) ./. 
b) German air reconnaissance: 
0920 CO 6775 3 destroyers, 3 escort vessels, 
5 merchant ships, westerly course, 
moderate speed, 
0855 CO 9112 4 escort vessels, 4 freighters, 


course 270°, 
Wolo Cr 2643 1 submarine. 


med) ./. 
e) Italian Navy: 
1500 CN 2853 1 submarine, course 210°. 
ay. Nothing to report, 
. a), AS 
(Signed) Kreisch. 


peomeoril, 1942 


i. Pym s6e CP 5310, 
U 561 CP 8220, 
U 565 CO 9230, 
mmo? CoO 6'790, 
U 371 CO 5960, 
U 
U 
U 


74 CH 6560, 
573 CJ 8480. 


ep are/ 
iT. Eemoeeeics Ssourh of Sardinia. 
b) Sicilian Channel. 


mij a), b) ./. 
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INES 


26 Ape 


jin | 


IT. 


i. 


c) 0346 Alexandria transmitted the sighting 
report of a U-boat in CPl27e454)- onan 
instruction to an unidentified uni wWhieds 
according to the radio umn tertep ese) me. 
at Taormine indicates a mine warning. 


a egos 
e) Italian Navy: i 
1445 Cd 7791 1 submarine. 


U 74 (Franken) reported torpedo stocks (still 

2 electric torpedoes) and requested permission 
to return to Salamis to,take on supplies. 

Boat is at present to remain in the operational 
area. 

U 561 (Bartels) and U 562 (Hamm) were requested 
to report their torpedo stocks and received 
instructions to be: west of 31° & on 27 sap 
Messages were received from both U-boats. 

"Hamm" reported, "No traffic in-southern 

ports and grid square 64, three bow and 1 stern 
electric Vompedecs 

"Bartels" reported two stern electric torpedoes, 
one of which is probably no longer ServiGeaores 
situation and damage, and requested permission 
to return. 

Damage makes return necessary. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


U 561 CP 4640, 
U 562 CP 5390, 
U 97 CO 6790, 
U 565 CO 6780, 
U 371: CO 5960, 
U 74 CH 5670, 
U 57S Ol a7eoe 


Dye ays 
a) Straits south of Sardinia. 


b) Sicilian Channel, area around Malta and to 
the south, Crete - Alexandria area, Tobruk: 


a), b) ge : 


c) 1130 northbound U-boat reported 52 miles 
north of .32 


d) @/. 
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IV. 


Ve 


peel, 1942 


dhs 


Il. 


ae , 


IV. 


Ve 


e) Italian Navy: 


imbeo CK 4552 1 submarine. 
O7l> Ck Se8S 1 submarine. 
Ovo CC) 8764 1 submarine. 


U 561 (Bartels) has commenced return passage. 
Otherwise nothing to report. 


a) "Bartels" has sunk another sailing ship. 


I) / 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


562 CP 5380, | 
561 CP 4910, 
97 CO 6790, 
5 CO 6780, 
371 CO 5960, 
573 CH 9150, 
74 CH 7390. 


se) 


eS er ere, 4, Ce, & 
Oi 
OD 
On 


oO 


Some rouL from Spezia at 1700. 


em eicean coast from Philippville to Tunis. 


~ 


— 


¥ 
b) Sicilian Channel, same as on previous day. 


EO «/ « 


PemeoeO CO 5990 1 freighter, course 50°. 


ee da) as 
e) Italian Navy: 


1215 CN 5371 1 submarine. 
0345 CN 2169 1 submarine. 


Nothing to report. ° 


a) e/ 


b) The copy of a letter from a member of the | 
crew of U 79 (Kaufmann) now in captivity was 
sent by 23rd U-boat Flotilla. It reads, 


Pierre. 2o December 1941. 


On the morning of 23 December at 0800 we 
attacked a convoy off Sidi Barrani but were 
discovered by the destroyers and in three 
hours more than 60 depth charges were dropped. 


pes 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Then we scuttled our boat and ali 
managed to cscape in time. We were 
then saved by the British destroyer 
(name deleted), treated very well on 
board and landed in Alexandria on 

24 December." 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


0 A RE Soe re Re Poe shat eee SNE SS 


20 Payor ie 


Ie a) 


SGaacqadcaq 
on 
oO 
on 
eS 
oO 
ep 
~j} 
ee) 
Lo 


bie. 
ian a) Same as on previous day. 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, Crete, 
Tobruk, Alexandria area. , 


III. a) U 97: 19128 CO 6779, convoy on eastamans 
course according to hydrophone bearing. 


b) 1135 CO 8323 7 vessels, course 80°, 
1757 CN 5454 2 fast motor minesweepers, 
course 300°, 


c) Alexandria signalled to escort leader 
at 1645; 


"Submerged U-boat off Ras Assaz." 


da 


e) Italian Navy: 


0654 CJ 6691 1 U-boat. 


ye U 371 (Neumann) fired a fan (miss) at an 
escorted steamer putting in to Tobruk, 
The boat then contacted an eastbound 
convoy but was forced to submerge by 
aircraft and destroyers, At 1912 the 
convoy Was im) CO 6779 accords s sou 
hydrophone bearing. At 0407 the boat 
reported "Very bright moonlight while in 
DUrS Uae. 2030 escort vessel was forced 
to retire. Bombs. 0205 probable M.T. Beas 
Am procecding to operational area.‘ 


a 


CONFIDENT TAL 


ren 


Te 


TERE 


fii. 


HV. 


U 565 (Franken) contacted "Neumann"'!s convoy. 
Fired torpedo which missed fast escort vessel, 
finally depth charge pursuit. 
Boat has commenced return passage to Salamis to 


‘refuel. 


a), b) «/. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


GES ct se eI agen en a. 


Beeepril, 194¢ 


2/7 G 


99 


ee Ge, ] Ga Ee 


ie b/ « 


eo 7 FO 


Boag sc 6780 
eaimmen) 5960 
065 CO 6470 
Sole 5220 
Syomoh CO90 
Bf oeoH 7580 
(eH 7950 


3 
3 
3 
3 


b 


3 
3 


a) Same as on previous day. 


No damage. 


Bb) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, 
Alexandria area. 


wre) ./» 


eC RICE SIR GRRE TREE BRE OS ARR Cu 


a 


Doreen ole ben 


fem 50900 6255 British unit "AN" according to 
Fedo location. 


Ge cey 6 


ec) Italian Navy: 


1115 CK 7318 1 submarine. 
Me ook 7624 1 submarine. 


U 371 (Neumann) reported torpedo stocks and 


SarpuaGion on request. 


reconnaissance, 


SWCCDS. 


Cmetecctumresvorpedoea, 


ia thiciiieweine atrerary 


in the evening anti-submarine 


Mounines Lo report. 


EW 5 / « 
Se 


(Ss 


igned) Kreisch. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


30 April, 1942 


I. 


ais 


i 


iV. 


'-@G 0600 Tor themceceg, Later radio Imlercepa 


a) U 37 CO 67240. 
562 CO 6780, 
97 CO 6790, 
565 CK 8970, 
561 CO 1230, 
375 CH 5670, 
573 CH 7380, 
74 CH 7550. 


GY GC GG eee; 


b) U 565 put in to Sadamis apeueges 


a} Straits south of Sardinia, as a 
west as radius of action allowed. 


b) Tobruk - Crete - Alexandria areas 
Convoy route. 


a) fe 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


1526 CO 9229 1 hospacal sige 


Cee 


d) At 0600 the "Saglic" and a "Dido" =eaiam 
cruiser put out from Gibraltar ome 
easterly coursen 
L800" put Ane aear 


ce) 
Westcorn U-boats; 


According to a report from the Italian 
Navy an aircraft carrier (the Eagle), a 
"Dido" class cruiser (the "Charybdis") 
and 5 destroyers put out from Gibrade 


reports ‘indicate that the formation was at 
sea on maneuvers and put in to Gibraltar 
again at 1800. 

Bastern U-boats:; 


"Heilmann" and "Hamn'! were requested to give 
a situation report. Signal received from 


Hamm. He reports: 'No traffic, a@iromens 
every night’ so far", "Heilmann" has not 
reported. 

a), Dey 


CONFIDENT IAL 


Short review of U-boat operations during 
the period pe eriod * ae eae oie April, 1946. 


fotal of U=-boats in the Mediterranean: 20. 


CUtseieeaction for a comparatively long 
time owing to serious damage: Cn 


Bomb damage - U 75 and U 372 damaged 
by running on seabed. 


U-boat operations: 7 U-boats at sea on an average 
a) 4 U-boats on a special operation in the 
Eastern Mediterrancan from 15 to 27 April 


according to Operational Order No. 4. 
Operation went according to plan. 


Results: 


[be@eteavying Opcracions executed as planned, 
Cewlliee.mimes Off Haifa, 8 T.M.C. of f 
Pees co TNS. off Pamagusta, J2 7T.M.B. and 
Slee, Cli Port Said); 


Mopar aetrom that the following were sunk: 


ieee r (e600 G.R.T.) 
i escort vessel : 
iecarling ships ; 


Torpedoed, sinking not observed: 
1 steamer approximately 3000 ~ 4000 G.R.T. 


Also the electricity works at Jaffa were 
shelicd. 


b) An average of 3 U-boats in the Tobruk - 
Alexandria ALrCA. 


successes: 


1 steamer of 5,000 G.R.T. sunk. 
1 steamer torpedoed, probably sunk. 


mero wari 2 U-bDoaus, from S50 April 
3 U-boats operated in the Western Mediterranean 
feist force EH, engaged in terrying of 
Pirerart trom Gibraltar to Malta. 


General traffic situation: 

Mecmmiac iImoression created by U-boat observations 
Pamir fPeconmaltesance reports, une volume of 

jeer ric in the Tobruk = Alexandria area was 

[econ than the.usual average. 


Morne particular noted in the other areas. 


ee 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


1 May 1942 


I. 


ts 


IAG 


Ie 


a) 


b) a 


a) West of the straits south of Sardinta 
as far as radius of action allowed, 


b) Sicilian Channel, convoy route, Crete- 
Tobruk-Alexandria area, 


san: ai 5 


b) 0937 CO 6778 2 destroyers, course 270°, 
speed 20 knots. . 


c) 1310 CH 7298 British aircraft signalled 
to Gibraltar: "Am over enemy U-boat," 
Later, "Have attacked with depth 
charges." 


British submarine sightings: 


1810 CO 6754 surfaced, 
2100 CO 6748 surfaced, course 90°, 
speed 8 knots. 


ad) 0800 the cruiser "Charybdis" put out 
from Gibraltar on an easterly course. 
1530 the cruiser "Charybdis" put in to 
Gibraltar, 
1400 the destroyers "Georgetown", 
MWishart", "Wrestler", and “"Westscott"! 
put out from Gibraltar on an easterly 
course, | 


a) ae 
Bastern U-boats: 


Message received from U 97 (Heilmann) as 
requested, The boat reported: "No traffic 
observed, Few aircraft in the daytime, 
anti-submarine sweeps by aircraft at night. 
Very bright moonlight nights. Two electric 
torpedoes left," 

U 371 (Neumann) attacked a homeward bound 
convoy at 1040 and fired a widely-spread 
fan of four, Probably 1 hit. Because of 
the mist the number of ships was not 
observed. Four electric torpedoes, 

U 561 (Bartels) requested details of 
recognition signals for May. 
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Western U-boats: 


According to a radio intercept message a 
"Dido" class cruiser put out again from 
Gibraltar on an easterly course for maneuvers. 
U 573 (Heinsohn) received orders at 0842 
hecause of engine trouble to make for Spezia, 
proceeding south of ‘the Balearic Islands and 
north of Corsica, The attention of the U-boat 
was drawn to the fact that the transmission 
of the long radio message Serial Number 
0231/1/536 was superfluous from an opera- 
tional point of view and a serious breach of 


--Operational orders. The Commander should have 


made his decision to return independently in 
view of the engine damage he reported, The 
report could have waited and could have been 
transmitted by short signal. Now there is a 
danger that the enemy has received intimation 
as a result of this radio message that German 
U-boats are operating again in the Western 
Mediterranean. This assumption can be taken 
as confirmed, for in the afternoon ammagmes 
intercept message was received of a British 
aircraft reporting that he had attacked a 
submerged U-boat in CH 7298 just north of the 
U-boats! operational area. Later a signal was 
received from "Heinsohn" reporting that he 
was attacked by an aircraft in CH 8155, A 
special air reconnaissance seems to have been 
carried out on this dayy for in "Heinms@mmes 


‘radio message, which was presumably the cause 


of the reconnaissance, he reported that he 
had not observed any air patrols before. The 
first report from "Heinsohn" concerning bomb 
damage was received at 1653, 

He reported: 


"8155 bombed, can no longer submerge or 


maneuver," 


The following steps were taken to assist 

NU boo : 

1) "Koenenkamp" and "Friedrich" received 
orders to proceed at maximum speed to 
assist "Heinsohn", ‘ 

2) Supermarina was requested to send any 
Italian U-boats in the vicinity of the 
damaged U-boat to its assistance, 

3) The question of whether the immediate 
operation of German aircraft from Sicily 
was likely to be successful and whether 
there was a possibility of operating 
Italian aircraft from Sardinia was 
discussed with C-in-C South. 

4) Spanish assistance was requested through 
the Naval War Staff. (Rescue of crew, if 
possible U-boat also). 
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to 1) Our own boats were about 120 miles 
distant from "Heinsohn"', 

to 2) The Italian U-boats "Moncenigo" and 
"Emo" were detailed to assist. They 
wape about 100 miles from the damaged 

oat. 

to 3) Immediate operation of aircraft did not 
promise success as ls hours would have 
been required to make the aircraft ready 
and the route took 4 hours, The aircraft 
could not therefore reach the U-boat 
before 2300 at the earliest and would 
then scarcely spot the boat in the dark. 
Apart from that the position lay outside 
their radius and intermediate landings 
would have been necessary, Aircraft ~ 
operations were arranged for the next day 
to reconnoiter and assist the crew, 
C~in-C South placed 2 German and 2 Italian 
auvcharG avy our disposal, carrying rubber 
boats and lifebelts and supplies, which 
were to be dropped near the crew in the 
water if the boat had to be scuttled or 
sunk, | ; 

to 4) The Spanish help requested through Naval 
War Staff was granted. 2 fast ships which 
were to reach the U-boat about 0000 were 
available, At 1721 a radio message was 
received from "Heinsohn" reporting the 
damage : 
"Most Immediate, Both Diesels completely 
unserviceable, only 1 electric motor in 
partial working order, still afloat, will 
have to scuttle boat. CH 8218 from 
iacencoun'. ! : 


"Heinsohn" was informed at 1728 that 
"Koenenkamp" and "Friedrich" and 2 Italian 
U-boats were coming to his assistance. Also our 
U-boats and the Italian were forbidden to attack 
submarines west of 0° to avoid a confusing 
situation among the U-boats, A general attack 
ban in view of the appearance of Spanish vessels 
was not promulgated as we had to take possible 
attacks by British units into account. 

There was an inexplicable difference in 
'Heinsohn'"''s position as contained in the radio 
messages 1/547 and 1/549. Presumably the grid 
squares 8218 and 8128 were confused, "Heinsohn" 
was requested to confirm 8128 by short signal 
"ves" or report his position again by short 
signal, 

: At 1928 the boats were informed that, 
according to a radio intercept message, 4 
destroyers had put out from Gibraltar, We had 
to reckon with the possibility that they were 
in search of the U-boat. At 1936 a position 
report was received from "Heinsohn". According 
to the first report (CH 8155) and this new one 
(CH 8135) the boat seemed to have moved to the 
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northeast although course and speed were not 
given, Considering the damage reported the boat 
could not be expected to reach one of our bases, 
But in vicw of the rescue operations a defini 
course had to be set,. He received orders to make 
for the limit of the territorial waters with a 
course set for Alicante. 

In a telephone conversation with Naval War 
Staff at 2300 we were asked to order the boat to 
make for Cartagena, if there were no objections 
to this, because only there could preparations be 
made to berth it, This could not have been fore- 

. seen by us. As the distance from the 1900 position 

.. of the boat to Alicante was almost the same as to 
‘Cartagena, it was not ordered immediately to 
Cartagena, but to Alicante so as to gain space to 
the north. At 2352 the boat received orden mae 
make for Cartagena. At the same time he was asked 
to report his position and speed. No report was 
received, Later, it was ascertained that Tae 
transnitter was out of order, 

"Koenenkamp" requested direction finding 
signals at 2359. "Friedrich" reported at O20@mem 
2 May that he had sighted a submarine, probably 
enemy, in CH 2533, At 0230 a teleprint message 
was received from Naval War Staff reporting that 
two Spanish gunboats were taking part in the 
search and rescue operations, 

At 0410 "Heinsohn" was again requested to 
report his position, as a position report had og 
been received, 

According to the instructions from Flag 
Officer, German Naval Command, C-in-C South was 
to be asked at 0400 to have the 4 availabietaas 
eraft operate if 
1) no report was received from one of the German 

or Italian U-boats to the effect that they had 
reached the damaged boats; or 
2) no report was received to the effect Gisea ms 
Spanish vessels had found the damaged boat. 
No such report was received. The request was made 
for the aircraft to operate through the Liaison 
Officer of the C-in-C South to Naval Command, They 
‘took off @t 0615 on rescucmo 2-1 arouse 

The U-boats were informed of the aircraft 
assistance and the names of the 2 Spanish gunboats 
also taking part. 

At 1025 radio messages /1/573 and /1/574 were 
received from "Heinsohn", The following is a copy 
of /1/573 and 775 7-2 
"Transmitter only just repaired. Only cipher 
material identification word "Current" from 
Table E, My position is SX 9997, Starboard shaias 
Diesels and electric motor broken down, cannot be 
repaired with tools on board, both compressors 
out of action. Ballast tank fi, ballast and fuel 
starboard II ripped. Pressuire hull stern compart-= 
ment buckied, Lead to starboard shaft bush torn, 
Both batteries run down. Tube V damaged etc. Two 
hits. Query: seuttle boat or put im To peruz 
From "Heing@man” 
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After Captain U-boats had conferred with 
the Naval War Staff, "Heinsohn" received 
orders to destroy all secret documents 
and put in to Cartagena, More instructions 
were passed to the U-boat by the Naval 
Attache. "Friedrich" and "Koenenkamp" 

(U 74 and U°375) were ordered to occupy 

CH 81 as their attack area, The attack ban 
on submarines west of 0° was lifted. 

At midday Naval War Staff reported 
that the boat was sighted off Cartagena, 

' and tugs went out and brought it into the 
Naval Arsenal, The Naval Attache's aide 
was due to arrive in Cartagena during the 
aiternoon, 

It can be deduced from radio inter- 
cept messages that enemy destroyers and 
aircraft were detailed to operate against 
the damaged U-boat. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


2 May 1942 . 


is; Ee ues CO 6740, 
bee C0 6780, 
97. CO 6790, 
pom ok 7510. 
bye cH 8130, 
yeu 7520, 
Bie 7550. 


b) U 573 put in to Cartagena. 


ere) Cee 4 


Al a) Straits south of Sardinia and west as 
far as radius of action allowed, sea 
rescue service tor U 573 = 4 aircrart, 


b) Sicilian Channel. Tobruk, Crete, 
Alexandria area, 


It 8) ase 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


0825 CP 7246 4 destroyers, 3 steamers, 
course 270°, speed 17 knots. 

Goo CO 6711 1 destroyer, northerly 
course, 

1750 CP 7184 4 destroyers, 1 escort 
vessel, 3 freighters, 

. westerly course, 

1805 the same convoy in CP 7194 
altered course to the 
southeast. 
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c) According to radio traffic, continual 
brisk supply traffic in the Marmarica 
area, mainly Tobruk, Sidi Barrani, Mersa 
Matruh, Probably 2 convoys on opposite 
courses, escort consisting of deéstroyegem 
possibly also cruisers, 


dee 
e) Italian Navy: 


0810 CK 7694 1 submarine, 
1530 CH 8126 1 destroyer, course 360°, 
speed 22 knots, 
0325 CN 3252 1 submarine, course 3609) 
speed 2 knots. 


Ie Bastern U-boats: 
Nothing to reperts 
Western U=-boats: 
After "Heinsohn" reported that he was off 
Cartagena, 'Koenenkamp" and "Friedrich" 
received orders to occupy CH 81 as their 
attack area - "Friedrich" to occupy tHe 
northern half, "Koenenkamp" the southern 
half, O410 "Koenenkamp" reported by short 
signal that he was returning owing to engine 
trouble, 
ie a) 4 Bee. 
(Signed)  Kreisch. 
3 May 1942 
ie a) U 371560 s O70. 
U 5629C0 6700 
U 9? "COseved. 
U 561, Cee 
U 375 CH 5790, 
U 74 SCH eemzer 
Bb) 7 
II, a) African coast from Philippeville to Tuniss 


b) Sicilian Channel, Sicily—Tripoli area; 
Crete~Alexandria area, 
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ies 


1 


1s 


as 


——e 


a a7 


BImesOO CO 5995 2 escort vessels, westerly 


course, high speed. 
0800 Co 6797 1 escort vessel, course 
100°, moderate speed. 
Ose5meP 7251 1 destroyer, 2 Sel ee 
course 1050, speed 6 knots. 
0835 CP 8186 1 guardboat, 1 freighter, 
northerly ‘course, speed 
6 knots, © 


oy) ay e) As 


Western U-boats: 
Nothing to report, 


Bastern U-boats: 


U.97 (Heilmann) requested permission to 
return to Spezia, U-boat received orders 
to remain in the operational srea if he 
still had some torpedoes’ left and did not 
have to return for urgent reasons, The 
boat will be withdrawn as soon as another 
boat leaving the base reaches the 
operational area, 


ay Ney. - 


(Signed) | Kreisch. 


a) U 371 CO 5930, | \ 
pee C0 O700, Pa 

ey C0 6760, 5 | 
561 CJ 6220, - 

Sy cH O75. 

72 Cu 81207 

Ge os put out from epee es at 1700, 
561 put in to Pola at .0720, 


Qe, (eietcie SS 


a) Same as on previous day. 


b) Sicilian Channel, Tripoli to Malta- 
Sicily, Alexandria area, 


a), b) +/ 
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c) 0323 submarine-chaser in Tobruk area trans~ 
mitted 8 groups to Alexandria, time of 
origin 0315, 
1008 CO 6866 surfaced German U-boat sighted, 
d) TE 
e) Italian Navy: 0211 Cd 9925 1 subwarimee 
Ve Western boats: 


U 74 (Friedrich) has occupied CH 81 as attaen 
area, 


Kastern boats: 


U 371 (Neumann) reported an attack on anti- 
submarine group im the Posruk areas 


Ve a) "Neumann" torpedoed one patrol vessel of an 
anti-submarine group. This vessel was 
probably sunk, 


eee 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 


5 May 1942 

I, a) U 97 CO 6760, 

U bee COWG eo. 
U 371 CO 5990, 
U 83. Co 5410, 
U 375 Co ee. iz 
U 74 CH ole, 

b) Be <> 


II, a) Same as on previous day. 


b) Sicily-Tripoli-Malta area as well as Crete- 
Tobruk area, 


Adi 2) is 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


1015 CO 5998 1 escort vessel, 1 steamer, 
course 255°, 


C) "ecyte 


d) Group composed of the "Argus" the: "Charybdis™ 
and 4 destroyers put out at 0000 on an | 
easterly course, put in to Gibraltar again 
at Eooo, 
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CONFIDENT TAL 


Ie 


e) Italian Navy: 


0940 CK 7686 1 submarine, 
102 CO 2125 t SA SeReNL 


Hastern Weeress 


U 562 (Hamm) requested permission to 
return to Pola because of bomb. damage, 
Boat received orders to return, 


Western neuen 


6 May 1942 


i. 


a ge 


ine “Arcus uae "Charyedis" and 4 
destroyers put out from Gibraltar iy | 
0600 on an easterly course: according to - 


a radio intercept message, The formation 


Pidetiweacaim at 1800. a 


Same) v/s 
(Signed) Kreisch. 
a) U 97 CO 6760, ae 
U 371 CO 5990, ae 
U 562 CO 5210, ie 
Weoe3 Cs 9820, 
Heo7> Cs 1390, 
U 74 CH B50. | 
be 205 put” in a Spezia at: 1700, 
ey 5 put in to Spezia at 0900, 
U 83 put in to Messina at,0950.. | 
U 8r put out from Salamis at 1630, 
Ue205 Son. ouietrom Spezia at 1/00 


put in to: Spezia again. at 2430, 


a) Same as on previous day. 


b) Tripoli-Sicily area,.coast from Derna » 


to Alexandria, | 


b) German air reconnaissance t *: 


0835 co ‘9162 Z cruiser, 2 escort boats, 


freighters, course 302. 


1015 CO 9268 convoy of 9 units, easterly 


course, 
1650 CO 9264 2 destroyers, 3 escort 
vessels, 4 steamers, 
course eo 


2787 - 


CONFIDENTIAL 
italian air reconnaissance: 


0920 CP 7258 2 destroyers, course 90°, 
speed 20 knots. 


Coes ae e) 1 
“Iv. Eastern boats: 


U 97 (Heilmann) received orders to return to 
Spezia. Boat has been at sea for 32 days. 


‘A 
Western boats<: 


Nothing to report. 
v. a5 Bee 


(Signed) Kreisch, 


Z_May 1942 


1, a) U 97 CO 6440, 
371 CO 5990, 
81 70 20i0, 
562 CO 1340,. 
83 CJ 9820, 
74) Che aio 


565. put out from Salamis at 16307 
83 put out from Messina at 20255 
205 put out from Spezia at 2025. 


b) 


Cee ee eee 


iL, a) African coast as on previous day, 


b) Sicilian Channel, Sicily-Tripoli area, also 
coast from 20° E to Alexandria. 


lll, “2 \ 
b) German air reconnaissance: 


1134 CO 9373 small warship, easterly course. 

1140 CO 6775 2 ships, southeasterly course; 
high speed, 

1510 CO 9111 2 destroyers, northeasver 
courses high speed 

1610 CO 5998 2 destroyers, making for 

Tobruk, 

¢) Surfaced submarine in CO 6774 at 0846 
according to radio Intercept service, 


C ) aaa 
| eee 


CONFIDENT IAL 


Vs 


8 May 1942 


if. 


ie 


IE dy 


e) Italian Navy: 


ier CO 1756 1 siomearine, 


0725 CK 4767 1 submarine. 


Bastern boats: 


U 371 (Neumann) has commenced return 
passage as the boat is damaged, . 


Vestern boats: 


NOUAune to meport , 


a). Dwi yy : 
(creme d) rersch, 
ae Ueoie C8 6730, 
UW 371 CO 5620, 
U 565 CO 5820, 
ei CO 5210 
mes CO 140, 
U 562 CK 7250, 
eos Cs 1990, 
74 CH 6150, 
b) 7s 
a) Same as on previous day. 
veto trom 22° 8 to Alexandria, 
amas a 
b) 1009 CP 5884 1 escort vessel,” | ; 
1 freighter, course 270°... 
Cy eee, ant - cs . 
d) 0300 the "Renown", the "Eagle", the 


e) 


"Charybdis" and a minelaying' cruiser 

eumour crom Gibpaltar oh an easterly 
Cours. ; a 
Italian Navys 

i2e0 Ch 40736 1 cubmarine . 
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IV. Eastern boats: ; 
U 565 (Franken) is operating west of the 
meridian in CO 6754, "Guggenberger" east of it. 
U 371 (Neumann) received orders to proceed to 
Salamis for an overhaul, 
U 97 (Heilmann) at 1832 in CO 1684 sighteqm 
U-boat, presumably U 83, 
"Neumann" sighted a U-boat in CO 2379 at 052mm 
Western boats: 
Nothing Gomme veri. 
Vi a), 0) ae 
(Signed) Kreisch, 
9 May 1942 
I, a) U 81) Co a7) 
U 565 "CC sO26. 
u 83 CO 2970, 
U 97 COs ls20, 
U 37Gone sno: 
U 205 cJ 8360, 
U 562 CK 4410, 
U 74 aGH wegee 
b) U 205 Pare to Messina at 1530, U 97 at 
0745, 
U 205 put out aue2oes: 
U 371 put in to Salamis lee 
U 331 put out of Salamis at Vesus 
ITI, a) Straits south of Sardinia as far as Alggemee 
Western Mediterranean as far as radius of 
action allowed, 
b) Sicilian Channel, Egyptian inshore waters. 
Ill. “a ea 


b) 0820 CO 9269 1 escOrt vessel, easvem sy 
course, 
0945 CO 5989 1 freighter, making for Tobruk. 
1100 CH 8325 1 destroyer, course 220°, 
speed 24 knots. 
1100 CH 9615 1 destroyer, course 90°, 
speed 24 knots, 


c) British aircraft reported a_battlieship 
and 4 destroyers, course 30°, Position 
not known, 
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pa 


Vir 


_ 10 May 1942 


7 Slag 


Go 


d) According to radio picture all the 
PoC wmanrtan (Oreos: are at sea, Lhe 
puache ut in torGibraltar during the 
lalibied ance 


e) Italian Navy: 


1330 CJ 6113 1 submarine, 
1830 CN 3363 1 submarine; 
Aigo el) 2il6P I destrover, 


Be s458C) 6770 heavy cruiser, course 90°, 

speed 24 knots. 

1800 CO 6791 1 steamer, course 90°, 

0630 2 warships, not identified more 
Citsciy. put in to 
Valetta, 

0735 CP 7276 4 escort vessels, 
2 steamers, northwesterly 
course, 


Eastern boats: | 


The U-boats in the Tobruk area received 
(iemeomlowine Operational areas: 

U 565 (Franken) west of the meridian in 

CO 6744, cast of it as far as the meridian 
inee ©6755. 

U 81 (Guggenberger) cast of this line. 
"Franken" reported by short signal a 
steamer in CO 6791, course 90°, ‘speed 

12 knots, 
At 1931 "Kraus reported his position from 
COG o> by. short signal, 


Western boats: 


Nothing to report, 
ay eee 


(Signed) Kreisch, 


mu ci CO 9130. 
U 83 CO 6740, 
U 565 CO 5990, 
ee CO 2030, 
U 205 co 1180, 
fey Cy 9620: 
U 74 CH 8140, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


lbs 


LT ie 


IV, 


b) U 559 put out Grom Polame rome. 
U 97 put out teem Mescime at Teac, 
U 562 put in we Polat 07-00 
=U 559 put in to Pola ac70e- 


a) Straits south of Sardia1a a-etecreee 
Algiers, 


b) Sicily-Benghazi area, Malta area and 
southward, Tobruk-Crete-Alexandria area. 


a) ets 


b) German air reconnaissance; 


1015 CO 6778 2 destroyers, 2 escort 
vessels, 4 merchant Simp ee 
westerly course, 


Italian air reconnaissance: 


0805 CP 8272 4 small ships, 1 armed ship, 
course 75°, speed 8 knots, 


German air reconnaissance: 


1436 CO 5999 3 destroyers, 3 escort 
vessels, 4 freigntGimar 
1 lighter, making for Topraas 


c) At 2054 an aircraft reported to Alexandiam 
sighting a U=boat in CO 5962, 


d) 1300 4 destroyers put in to Gibraltar. 
1700 2 destroyers, 1 torpedoboat, 1 Cram 
put in to Gibraltar, One "Aurel 
class cruiser put out from Gibraltaes 


ee 
Kastern boats: 


U 331 (Thiessenhausen) reported passing 35° N. 
U 559 (Heidtmann) put out from Pola at 1850. 
At 0640 the boat commenced the return passage 
to Pola because of damage (leaking exhaust 
cut-outs). —.. - 


Western boats: 


Nothing to report. 
ave. 0) aye 


(Signed) Kreisch, 


CONB IDENT TAL 


ll May 1942 


ie 


a 


a rg 


a) 


b) 
=) 


b) 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 
e) 


Gd ddddddadadad 


83 CO 9130, 
3AL CO Sle. 
565 CO 5960, 
S61 CO 6740, 
205 CO 2740, 
S90 al eso. 
299 CJ 3730, 
po2 Cd asl 70, 
VA Ost toil il: 


C7 sou am Govopeszia at 0830, 
Straits south of Sardinia. 


Sicilian Channel, south and southeast 
of Malta as far as. Benghazi, Tobruk-= 
Crete~Alexandria area, 


a) 


German air reconnaissance: 


0915 CO 6573 5 destroyers, course 270°, 
Aircraft shadowed them 
continuously until 1610 in 
CO 6578, 

0600 CN 3637 1 submarine. 


0640 CP 7145 6 destroyers, course 90°, 


high speed, 
0650 CO 5982 1 destroyer, making for 
Deer iiee G1 eld speed. 


0756 CO 6892 1 escort vessel, 


1 freighter, course 165°. 


Italian air reconnaissance: 


0730 1 cruiser off Cape Negro, course 
270. a eee ae 


0255 CO 9236 reconnaissance aircraft to 
| Alexandria: "Surfaced 
U-boat, course 50°, speed 
10 knots." 


es : : . 
Italian Navy: 


1200 CK 7961 1 submarine and CN 3461 
1 submarine, 


ore 


CONFIDENTIAL 


IL Bastern buatss 


Boats are disposed in north-south lines in the 
area off Tobruk, 
U 205 (Reschke) west of the meridian in CO 67iam 
U 81 (Guggenberger) east of the meridian in 

COW Aan. 
U 83 (Kraus) east of the meridian in COme7 em 
U 331 (Thiessenhausen) east of the merida 


COMG/2ee 
U 565 rece east of the meridian ama 
Oems 


The destroyer formation north of the U-boat 

operational area:-was intercepted by "Kraus? 

by hydrophone bearing. "Kraus" reported at 

1701: "Hydrophone bearing convoy in CO 6796, 
easterly course, depth charges, am pressing 

one! 

At 0124 "Kraus" reported: "“Hydrophone bearing 

was not a convoy but a distant cruiser 

formation, no contact, am occupying attack 

area,!! 


Western boats: 
Nothing to repent. 
V. a), i / 


(Signed)  Kreisch, 


l2 May 1942 


te a) 


alee (SS oie 
CO 
fH 
2 
@) 
On 
A 
=! 
e) 


b) sa 
Ts a) North African coast Tunis-Philippeville, 
b) Malta-Benghazi area. Coast from Tobruk t0 


Alcwanaria. 
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CONF IDENT TAL 


EALays 2), b} 0 
c) 1210 sireratt reported to Alexandria 
from CO 6882: "Surfaced U-boat, course 
18”, speed 8 knots." 


d) 1930 the minelayer "Manxman'" put in to 
Gibraltar, 


eJeineiian Navy: 
LOOO CO 4952 1 submarine, 
iV. Noctis GO report, 
VA Eye io) aa 


GStened)  Mig@eisch, 


a a er ee SE NE PE I RY aE RR To RA ee A 


13 May 1942 


I, a) U 565 CO 6880, 
U 331 CO 6870, 
U 83 CO 6760, 
U 81 CO 6720, 
U 205 CO 5990, 
U 74 CH 8150. 


ia 
IS Eymoteaitus souch of Sardinia. 


b) Sicilian Channel, Tobruk-Crete-Alexandria 
etca . 


fol, 2) one 


pmeme@e7 CP'7202 Amtransports, southeasterly 
course. 


Cee vie 


a) The "Manxman" put out from Gibraltar on 
an easterly course at 0230, 


6) italian Navy: 


Cecc CO 2385 MN isvomarine. 
1445 CN 5232 1 submarine. 


=1952 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ie. Bastern boats: 


The boats received orders to search the lines ~ 
allotted to them in the new moon period 
‘beginning on the night 13/14 May, in such a 
. way that they reach the coast at the end of 
the first halr of the night and withdraw To 
the north as they search in the second half. 


Western boats: 


Nothing to report, 


Vv. ab) ee 
(Signed)  Kreisch, 
14 May 1942 
le a) U 205 CO 59" 


U 

U 81 07670, 
U 83) 300.6720, 
U 231 conos7 
U 565 0nesee, 
U 74 CH 81503 
U 


b) 431 put out from Spezia at 1530, 


elie a) Straits south of "Sard2nis 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta-Tripoli area, 
inshore waters of Cyrenaica,. 


Ill, a) U 565s 9251 convoy, course 280°, 
speed 7 knots, ~ 
(Weak: 0108 CO G2n7 Gaia. hydrophone 
bearing 220-5 
U 565: 0100 CO 9241 convoy, course 290°, 
_ speed 7 knots, 
W “ole 0400 CO 9153 convoy. 
U 3312 0356 CO Sip crconve: 


b) German air reconnaissance: 


1100 CO 9385-4 destroyers, 2 escort vessels; 
5 steamers, westerly course, 

1715 CO 9218 1 destroyer, course 90°, speed 
12 knots, , 

0735 CO 5989 2 escort vessels, 1 merchant 
ship, Course 90", 


ony 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Ome hae le! and the "Argus" are being 
- loaded. 


e) Italian Navy: 
D7VO "CO 5733 1 submarine. 
DV Bastern boats: 


At 1100 air reconnaissance sighted a 
convoy consisting of 5 merchant ships, 
eedcevloOvers, ald cucocort Vossels, on a 
westerly course in CO 9385. The boats were 
detailed to operate on this convoy. At 
oak 2106 U 565 (Franken) made contact, U 81 
. (Guggenberger) had a faint hydrophone 
_ ' bearing 220° at 0035, The boat was in | 
CO 9217 , 
U 83 (Kraus) requested direction finding 
ck aru, Oe 
Puce (Guggenber ger) at 0130 in CO 9162 no 
longer had a hydrophone bearing and 
continued searching further south. 
0157 "Frankén" transmitted a shadower's 
report from CO:'9241, At 0313 he reported 
Hhatenen mead lost comtact in CO 9161, 
"Guggenberger'' contacted the escort at 
O400 Gm CO 9153. 
"Thiessenhausen" reported at 0358: "Convoy 
in CO 9138, am being forced to withdraw," 


Western boats: 
Nothing to report, 
Vee E By). b) as 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


15 May 1942 


dis a) 0 565) 10@ exerelor, 
U 331 CO 6870, 
U 83 CO 6780, 
esl cO 6740, 
mes CO 5990. 
U 431 CJ 5450, 
Dey. TCH S150, 


b) ne 


So 


CONFIDENTIAL 


TT 


ASL se 


i 


a) Majorca-Sardinia-Tunis-Algiers area, 
b) Tobruk-Crete-Alexandria area. 
a se 


b) 1010 CO 6475 3 destroyers, 2 guardboats, 
7 4 steamers, course 270°, 
speed 10 knots, 
1500 CO 2939 1 submarine, 
2040, CO 2331 1 submarine, 


c) According to radio location the "Manxman" 
and 2 destroyers are at sea in the Western 
Mediterranean, 


d) 1930 the "Malaya" with 2 destroyers put in 
to port from the west. 


e@) 2000 CO 5513 2 destroyers (Italian Navy). 


Bastern boats: 


U 83 (Kraus) reported at 1700 in CO 9216 wide 
noise band, bearing 0°, wandering to the east, 
U 81 (Guggenberger) reported that he made 
contact with the. convoy on the night 14/15 May 
and:'fired a torpedo which missed, 


Western boats: 

Nothing to report. 

a) "Kraus" torpedoed an escort vessel of the 
convoy mentioned above. The vessel was 
probably sunk, 


be 


(Signed) Kreisch, 


WAR DIARY 

OF 
CAPTAIN U-BOATS, ITALY 
16 - 31 MAY, 1942 


PG/30924 


CONFIDENTIAL 


17 June 1942, 
' Comments 


of Flag Officer ae. Naval Command Italy 


on War Diary of Captain U-boats from 
1 = 31 May 1942 


1). It can be stated that the number of boats at 


2) 


ey 


4) 


5) 


operational readiness has increased considerably 
in comparison with the previous month, 


The operation carried out by three boats in the 
Western Mediterranean has ended in failure. U 74 
is most probably lost, with no clue as to the 
cause, U 573 has been so badly damaged by bombs 
that it is not worth repairing, The third boat 
had to’break off after a short time because of 
damage to the engines and damage from depth 
Sear ees end Will be out of action for quite a 
long period as the result of the necessary 
change of tube, The War Diary of Flag Officer 
German Naval Command contains the operative 
considerations for the operation of the three 
boats in the Mediterranean. The disposition 
selected by Captain U-boats for the boats was 
correct with regard. to the assignment and was 
Weceuac cause of the failure. ‘ 


The behavior of the Commander of U 573 - 
transmission of a long radio message = was 
Geeurary to the instructions in his operational 
orders about the necessity for remaining unob- 
Served as a prerequisite for success. It is. 
probable that the air attack, of which U 573 was 
the victim resulted from his radio transmission, 
The measures adopted by Captain U-boats to assist 
the boat were practical. The Commander of U 573 
did not make this assistance any easier by his 
thoughtless radio messages. 


Otherwise nothing to remark on U-boat operations 
aca | 23 May, or ; 


The considerations governing the close dispo- 
paomeor the U-boats off Tobruk ordered after 
24 May to coincide with the commencement of the 
African Army operations are set out in the War 
Diary of German Naval Command, Concentrating the 
boats in a narrow space a short distance from 
Tobruk made very high demands on them, which were = 
intensified by the disadvantages of bright moon= 
light nights. As long as there was the possibil- 
ity however that Tobruk might fall to a surprise 
attack, the operation had to be risked, since 
tae close disposition offered the ereatest, 
guarantee for effective cutting off of supplies | 


- or-a-possible evacuation from the sea. 


/ 
(Signed)  Loycke. 
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16 May 1942 


aes ee 


Die 


ioe. 


IVs 


a) U 565.CO 6880, 
331 CO 6870, 
83 Coremac. 
81 “C0 9130; 
205 CO 5990, 
431 Cr O820, 
V4 Che cubic. 


eee ete) oi 


431 put out from Messina at 2005, 


a) Same as on previous day. 


b) Sie islet Channel, Tobruk-Crete- 
Alexandria-Malta area. 


. a) U 331: 2146.C0 9381 commer 


b) 0740 CN 3743 4 submarines, 
aa. CO-9216 4 steamers, 2 destroyers, 
course 90°, speed 10 
iege. 


oe 


d) 1400 7 torpedoboats put out from 
Gibraltar towards the northeast 
for exercises, One "Jervis" class 
destroyer put in from theveacu: 
2100 5 destroyers put to sea on an 
easterly scour scas 


e) Italian Navy: 


1350°CK A715 al submarine, 
0715 CK 7265 1 submarine. 


Hastern ac: 


In order to avoid having the same boat 
always off Tobruk; an exchange Wie 
effected within the sectors formerly 
allocated. 

At 30300 "Thiessenhausen' reported that he 
was forced off during an attack ona 
convoy in CO 9381 and was attacked with 
dep a 


Western boates 2.7. 


Le b) 


(Signed) Kreisch, 
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7_Ma 


L. 


iL. 


ory. 


1942 


eo) CO 6870, 
205 CO 9220, 
S100 9130, 
3 co 6740, 
81 CO 5990, 
431 CO i110, 
VameeH 6150, 


my) ./* 


a) Straits south of Sardinia, 


See eee 


b) Sicilian Channel, the whole of the Central 
foo erranean, Malta and Tobruk area, 


eeu 03: 17 May, 0716 CO 6788 auxiliary 
cruiser, 2 destroyers, making for 
Tobruk. 


b) 1105 CO 5998 1 guardboat, 1 HERMES south- 
westerly course, 
1415 off Alexandria, 3 destroyers, 3 escort 
vessels, 5 steamers putting in 
_to pert, 


a. / 


d) The torpedoboats which put to sea yesterday . 
put in to Gibraltar again, At 1000 the 
"Argus" put to sea with the "Charybdis" and 
3 destroyers, At 1330 the "Eagle" put to 
sea with 3 destroyers, All eastbound. 


e) Italian Navy: 
2040 CK 4692 1 submarine. 


2240 CK 8194 1 submarine, 
0118 CO 4886 1 submarine, 


Kastern boats: 


U- 83 (Kraus) in CO 6788 fired a fan which 
missed - because of a fault in servicing = an 
auxiliary cruiser which probably had troops on 
board, 

At 0207 "Kraus" reported that a strong convoy 
put out from Tobruk and that traffic to Tobruk 
has noticeably increased, 


Vestern boats:./» 


a)es D) ./ 


(Signed) Kreisch. 
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18 May 1942 
TF a) U 205, c0R 2207 
U 565 COnees 
U 331 CO 9130, 
u 83 CO 6750, 
U 81 CO 5960, 
431 COeee. 
U 74 CH 8150, 
U 559 Ci seo}, 
b) U 559 put out from Pola at 09a 
La a) Same as on.previous day. 
b) Southeast and southwest of Sicily, 
Tobruk as far as Alexandria, Malta 
area, ; 
Tl. eee 


b) 1030 CO 1757 2 submarine 

1025 CO 9372 2 patrol vessels, 

aoe easterly couréer 

1100 CO 9228 3 escort vessels, 3 
freighters, Gasca 

course, 

1100 CP 7279 3 destroyers, coUnse 270s 
1 torpedoboat, course 90°. 

1120 CO 5399 1 submarine, course 90: 

1630.CH 9175 1 aircraft carvan 
cruiser, 6 destroyers, 
moderate speed, course 90°, 

L72e this formation altered 
course to west in CH 9431 
and increased speed. 

1625 this formation in CH 94ga% 
at 2005 a cruiser lay 
stopped in CH 9432, Contact 
with remainder of formatior 
maintained until 2140, At 
2110 an Italian aircraft 
scored a torpedo hit on 
the carrier, 

0630 CP'7142 1 destroyer, 1 escort 
vessel, 4 transports, 
westerly course, 

0650 CP 7287 1 freighter, southerly 

course, 2 freie@nvera, 
ty course, 


wester 


Rea 
d) Italian Navy: 


0625 _eruiser torpedoed by 
Italian submarine, 
0915 CH 8253 2 almerart Geprweme nae 
cruiser, destroyers 
. Coumce 450, speed of knots 
1330 CN 6848 1 submarine, 


ae = 


CONFIDENTIAL 


IEG 


Hastern boats: 


The operational area is bounded to the north 
by the line connecting CO 6741 and 9313, The 
boats have been allocated focal points within 
their north-south sector, 

U.431 (Dommes) has’ torpedoed a steamer which 
had run aground in CO 9121 and proposed that 
it should be destroyed by our air forces, 
Attack by aircraft is not possible because 


of heavy enemy fighter activity. (Conference 


with Captain Aschmann). 
The possibility cannot be excluded that this 
is the same steamer wnich was torpedoed by 


"“"Heidtmann', 


U 331 (Thiessennaucsen) has commenced return 


passage to Spezia because of damage from 


depth charges. 


» Western boats: 


The Italian subirearine "Moncenigo" has 
torpedoed a cruiser from the formation which 
put out from Gibraltar to ferry aireraft to 
the east. It is now known that U-boats are 
operating in the Western Mediterranean, The 
former attack ban on enemy merchant ships is 
ie cedecornll 7% (Friedrich), The boat has 
been ordered to attack merchant ships which 
are definitely established as enemy. The 
ferrying formation was spotted by air reconn- 
aissance, attacked by torpedo-carrying air- 
Soot, and One carrier and one cruiser were 
torpedoed, “Weiedrich" was ordered to operate 
against the daraged carrier,. 


ays: b) AY 
(Signed)  Kreisch. 


SOE RRIF A TT A Te 


aeaqcqeanacqne 
300 
ro 
Q 
Oo 
NO 
Oo 
ON 
oO 


b) wae 
Ope 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ny a) Majorca-Sardinia-Algiers-Tunis area. 
Westwards as far as radius of action 
allowed. 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, coast 
from Tobruk to Alexandria, 


ilgee = 2) 9/7. 


b) 1130 CO 5953 1 freighter, course 110%, 
1315 CH 7638 carrier formationme. 
yesterday, course 250°, 
1615 CH 7649 carmier formauronmes 
yesterday, course 220°, 
1706 CH 7561 carrier formationmes 
yesterday, course 270°, 
0700 CP 7262 1 steamer. 


c) Aircraft at 1713 near Alexandria; 
‘U-boat surfaced’ in CO 6750s" 


ad) 0600 carrier formation put anece 
Gibraltar. 


e) Italian Navys 
0815 CJ 6933 1 submarine. 
IV, EHastenn boavse- 


The boats were detailed to operate on the 
convoy reported in CP 7142 by the German 
Air Force. The following are operating: 

U 205 (Reschke) and U 81 (Guggenberger) 
between the meridians of CO 9238, 9224, 
"Reschke" in the north, "Guggenberger™ in 
the south, 

U 565 (Franken) and U 83 (Kraus) between 
the meridians in CO 9224 and CO 9133. 
Behind them U 431 (Dommes) between the 
meridians in CO 9133 and CO 67G5e 
Northern limit of this area runs via 

CO 6755, CO 6885. "COmee a. 

oe boats made no contact, 

The U-boat operational area.as far as 
meridian 31° E has again been freed by 
the Italian Navy for our own boats. 


Western boats: 
The carrier formation was shadowed from 
the air until abowt 1730, The beatwcae 
not make contact. a 

We A) Sieve 


(Signed) Kreisch. 
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20 May 1942 


1, 


Eastern boats? 


a) U 81 CO 9250, 
205 CO 6880, 
Dep CO 6870, 
83 CO 9230, 
431 CO 6780, 
Pec) 2750), 
959 CK 4810, 
74 CH 8150, 


b) ee 


a) Straits south of Sardinia, 


eo a ee ec 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, coast from 
Tobruk to Alexandria, : 


a. / 


b) 1205 convoy put in to Tobruk. 
270 CO 924) 2 destroyers, 2 guardbeats, 
4 steamers, course 270°, 
1300 CO 6771 1 patrol vessel, westerly 
- course, 


e) British aircraft reported a U-boat sub- 
merging at 2043 in CO 9241, Received order 
to attack, 

/., 

e) Italian Navy: 


1120 CN 3346 1 submarine. 
1800 CJ 3831 1 submarine, 


U 431 (Dommes) contacted the convoy intercepted 
by air reconnaissance at 1250 in CO 9241 and 
attacked. Then depth charge hunt. 


Western boats: 


The enemy formation which put to sea to ferry 


aircraft has put in to Gibraltar again, 


U 74 (Friedrich) is in his former operational 
amea, | 
(Pencilled note: The boat was ordered to do 


this, It has not reported, Intld, I.W.) 
a) U 431 (Dommes) torpedoed a large tanker 


at 2019 (3000 GRT according to German Air 
Force aerial photographic evaluation). Two 
hits. : 


b) ny ae 


(Signed) Kreisch, 


TPC GELLER eS ATT 2 ahs 
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2S a 


el May 1942 


1% a) 


568 put out from Spezia atuaeen 
331 put in to Messina at ome 


b) 


II, a) Coast from Algiers to Philippewammies 


b) Sicilian Channel, Crete-Tobruk- 
Alexandria area, Malta. 


Til. 2 


b) 0602 CO 9243 4 escort vessels, 5 

steamers, easterly cOurSe® 

0710 CO 9241 2 patrol vessels. 

0740 2 escort vessels, 1 
steamer put out from 
Alexandria, § — 

0745 CP 7276 1 escort vesouur 

0748 CO 9246 8 warships, 5 steamers, 
easterly course. 

0940 CO 5989 4 fast motor minesweepers, 
course 270°, 

1350 CN 2921 1 sUbmariie, 


ec) 1345 CO 6773 aircraft reported 1 U-boat 
submerged off Alexandria, 
course 270°, | 
Gime 
e) Italian Navy: 
0415 CK 7243 1 submarine. 


I hastern boats: 


According to a radio intercept report one 
of our boats was sighted by an enemy air- 
craft in CO 6773, It was probably "Kraiaam 
for "Kraus" reported, time of origin 1636, 
bomb damage from aircraft in CO 6776. This 
radio message was not received until 0614 
because it was extremely corrupt, At 2330 
U 83 was detailed for a special assignment, 
(Pencilled notes What? Intdig, 1.7% 
Landing assignment, Intid: 
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Western boats: 


U 74 (Friedrich) was requested for a situation 
and torpedo reserve report. Report has not 


been received, 


We a b) 
(Signed) Kreisch. 
22 May 1942 | 

Zl, a) U 431.c0 6790, 

U 565 CO 6870, 

U 205 co 6880 

U 83 CO 9240, 

U 81 CO 9250, 

U 559 CO 2790, 

i Some C26 

—-U 568 Co 5150, 

U 74 CH 8150, 
pea. 


Ae, a) Straits south of Sardinia as far as Algiers. 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta to Benghazi, coast 
from Tobruk to Alexandria. 


in, a) U Sle 1398 CO, 9268 8 escort vessels, 2 
| steamers, course 100°, 
speed 7 knots. 
MU ode. 2000 CP 7178 convoy, course 100°, 
: speed y knots. 


ib) 0700 CO 2937 1 submarine. 
0840 2 naval vessels off Tobruk, 
‘course 70O~. 


a) Alexandria reported a surfaced U-boat in 
CO 9349 at 1514, 


Doe 
e) Italian Navy: 
0825 CK 4751.1 submarine, 


1325 CO 4916 1 submarine. 
1108 CK 4767 1 submarine. 
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alt 


Bastern boats: 


U 81 (Guggenberger) at 1300 in CO 9268 
contacted the convoy intercepted by air 
reconnaissance, At 2000 the boat gained 
contact again in CO 7178, No more reports 
have been received. 

U 83 (Kraus) was ordered to report by 
short signal if the damage suffered would 
prevent him carrying out the special 
assignment, A radio message was received 
from "Kraus" in the afternoon, sayaae 
that he had not received the serial 
numbers which contained the orders for 


. the special. assignment, In the evening 
"Kraus" reported by short signal that he 


had carried out the assignment. 
(Pencilled note: It should be clearly 


-stated what special assignment. Intld.I.W.) 


U 559 (Heidtmann) was given the area 
between the meridians of CO 6771, €0°6785 
as his attack area, Northern limit is the 
parallel imCO 674. 


Western boats: 


U 74 (Friedrich) has not yet replied to 
the requesteior a reponm 


Flag Officer German Naval Command has 

issued the following instructions for 

U-boat attacks during the operations of 

the African Panzer Army against Tobruk: 

All available boats (probably 5) are to 

be concentrated in the area off Tobruk 

until further notice. They are to be 
disposed in a sector from 0° - 90°, in 

the area 20 to 40 miles from Tobruk. 
Point of the sector =" T¢hmu | 


a), Dee 


(Signed)  Kreisch,. 
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seme! 0250, 
205 CO 6880, 
565 CO 6870, 
83° CO 9240, 
431 CO 6790, 
559 CO 6770, 
568 CI 9540, 
~eeco 8150; 


a dddddadad 


b) 568 put in to Messina at 1245, 


a) Coastal reconnaissance as far as Algiers. 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, Tobruk-Crete- 
Alexandria area, © ‘= 


ays. 


b) 0855 CO-5998 3 guardboats, westerly course. 
0920 CO 8332 3 destroyers, 2 steamers, 
—. :«. :-. westerly course, | 
“2525. CP..5252 1 steamer. ee 
0720 CO 9347 l' escort vessel, 2 freighters, 
‘easterly course,:.. - 
Meme 787 CP 7235 1 minesweeper, 1. freighter, 
. ; .° course 225”, speed 4 knots. 
' 0740 CO 9222 2 small naval vessels, courses 
| . .. ‘varying, high speed, 
e) 0130.CO 6746 from British aircraft: 1 U-boat 
eo submerged. 


0530 CO. 9254 q ue ie: 1 Uepoar 
: | : SUM mac cr 
0720 CO 6879 " " i ; 1 U-boat, 
course 1°, 
speed 12 
KNOTS. 
a) ./» 


e) Italian Navy: 
1645 CN 2555 1 submarine. 


Rastern boats: | 


U 83 (Kraus) received instructions (time and 
position) for special operation. | 

U 431 (Domnies) requested constant information 
concerning shipping in Tobruk harbor. 


Western boats: 


U 74 (Friedrich) was requested to coni arm 
receipt of radio message Serial No,514 
(position and torpedo reserve report). Confir- 
mation has still not been received, 
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V. 


Sve b) ve 


The adjustment of command has been 
decided by Flag Officer German Naval 
Command Italy for the duration of the 
African Panzer Army's operations. 


Adjustment of Command 


Flag Officer, German Naval Command Italy 
will direct operations for Captain U-boats 
for the duration of naval operations from 
his battle headquarters in Libya, 

1) U-boats will be controlled by Captain 
U-boats from Rome in accordance with 
instructions for the boats! operations 
issued by Flag Officer, Germang@ie es 
Command Italy from his battle head- 
quarters im ioe 

2) Flag Officer, German Naval Command will 
‘inform U-boats direct, from his battle 
headquarters, concerning the situation 
at sea in the naval forces! operational 
area off Cyrenaica, 


3) U-boats will be informéd by Captain 


_Usboats concerning the situation at sea 
outside the operational area according 
-to para.e, 

4) In exceptional cases, where swift re- 
distribution of the boats is necessary 
as a result of information gained from 
reconnaissance, this will be ordered 
from the Flag dfficer's battle head- 
quarters in Libya, Captain U-boats 
being informed simultaneously. 

5) Captain U-boats will assign aus 
Officer to the Flag Officer to perform 
the tasks arising as a result of the 
above measures connected with the U-boats,. 

6) In order to provide a direct means of 
communication with the U-boats, the 
battle headquarters in Libya will switch 
on to the U-boat wave at both receiving 
and transmitting times, | 


Lt .Cdr,Oehrn, Senior Officer on Gaewemers 

of. Captain U-boats Italy has been assigned 
to the staff of Flag Officer, German) Naval 
Command Italy, headquarters Derna, 


(Signed). Kreisch. 
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eyeeot CO 9250, 
205 CO 6880, 
pap CO 6870, 


Ge ere a ere 
as 
Lee) 
KH 
(@) 
SS 
ON 
a) 
XO 
oO 


Pe. /. 
a) Straits south of Sardinia as far as Algiers. 
b) Malta-Benghazi area, Tobruk area, 
a ./. 
b) 1102 CO 6772 1 steamer, course 70°, 
? CO 5683 1 submarine, course 140°, 
‘speed 6 knots. 


s/s 


ad) The "Argus" put out from Gibraltar with 3 
destroyers on a westerly course, 


e) Italian Navy: 
1803 CN 6337 1 submarine. 


Fastern boats: 


U 559 (Heidtmann) has had trouble with his 
Starboard Diesel. Since the present situation 
does not permit of the boat's withdrawal, and 
the Diesel - in spite of the trouble - is not 
Mery seriously affected, the boat has been 
ordered to remain in the operational area. 

U 83 (Kraus) has reported the result of the 
reconnaissance required for the special 
operation. 

ihe boats operating in the Eastern Mediterr- 
anean are to be disposed in the following 
order during the progress of the African Panzer 
Army's operations before Tobruk; '"Reschke" 
m0e-0>), “Franken (U 565), “Heidtmann" 

(U 559), "Guggenberger" (U 81), "“Dommes" 

(U 431) to occupy attack areas in sectors from 
0° - 90°, 20 to 40 miles distant from the 
Bett of tho sector, ime point teCO Sg235 
upper left corner. "Reschke' will take the 
sector from’ 0° - 30°, the other boats in the 
above order will occupy sectors of equal width. 
During the night of 25/26 May "Heidtmann" and 
"Dommes'' will be in the western part, "Franken" 
and "Guggenbergér" in the eastern, Change 
every day, "“Reschke" will have freedom OL 
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action in his allotted sector, focal 

point in the south, Captain U-boats Italy. 
U 205 (Reschke) reported a hydrophone 
bearing and that he was attacked by air- 
craft and destroyers with depth charges, 
"Kraus" was given detailed instructions 
for the special operation, 


Western boats: 
U 74 (Friedrich) was again requested to 


report his position during the night wwe 
report was received, 


ve a) U 74 (Friedrich) has been requested to 
report three times. As no radio- 
message has been received, we must now 
presume the boat has been lost. 
bey 
The operational headquarters of Flag 
Officer German Naval Command Italy at 
Derna now watches the Mediterranean 
U-boat short wave at receiving times. 
ve Lieutenant Mehl will take command of 
U 371 atter 24 January. 
(Signed) Kreisch.. 
25 May 1942: 
ihe a) U G1 CO7o25a; 
U 205 CO O220% 
U 565 5CO.Go70, 
U 83 CO 9240, 
U 431 CO 6790, 
U 559 CO 6770, 
U 566 CO 1 oN 
U94. Gay Ciao. 
b) U 331 put out from Messina at 1900. 
U 652 at 1845, U 453 put out Teena 
at 1945. 
a) Same as on previous day. 


ie. 


b) Malta-Benghazi area, Crete aready _ 
coast: from 229 & as far as Alexandria, 
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ieee 3) x /. 


b) 0938 CO 5996 1 tanker, easterly course, 
0955 CO 5976 1 steamer, westerly course, 
1000 CP 7284 2 destroyers, 2 merchant 
ships, course 300°, then 
course set for Alexandria, 
HOLO CP7iG 1 submarine. 
0440 CO 6752 1 destroyer, course 2703, 
. hign speed, 


ae 


d) From 1730 to 2145 the "Malaya" with 3 
destroyers at sea east of Gibraltar. 


e) Italian Navy: 


1400 CN 6849°1 submarine, 
iy jeee) 9177 1 submarine, 
2315 CJ 6989 1 submarine. 
CieOr CO 4355 1 submarine, 
©7500 CO 4246 1 submarine, 


a. Rastern boats: 


"Kraus" requested information as regards how 

iwemecast 15 OCCupled by our troops. This 

information will be transmitted direct by 

Flag Officer German Naval Command, Operations 

Headquarters Derna. This confirms that 

Operations Headquarters now has its transmitter 
' in working order also,. 

A radio message was received on Wave "B" from 

Operations Headquarters Derna, stating that « 

"Kraus"'s special assignment has been post- 

‘ poned to the night of 27/28. This radio 
message was passed on tc "Kraus" from here on 
the U-boat wave. 

Weep Fraatz) must puL im to port again 
because of damage (leaky outer muffler valve 
for Junkers compressor). 


Western boats: 
' Nothing received from "Friedrich". 


ee), b) ./. 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 


ae ee RED AS SE SEE RR 
rr scr a rat NE SS IE TEE TA ANT FS EE 


oo 
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26 May 1942 
Te a) U el CO e250, 


Ils 


IEE? 


ive 


205 CO 6880, 
as] COnay or 
565 CO 5990, 
83° co 5680, 
559 CO 5950, 
568 co 5120, 
331 CO 1176. 
652 CJ 2390, 
453 CJ 3480, 
74 CH 8150. 


Coe ele 4 ee eee 


b) U 652 put out from Pola at 2iews 


.e 
a) Straits south of Sardinia as far ae 
Algiers, 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, coast 
trom Tobruk sae Alexandria, 


ay ey 


b) 0950 CO 9394 4 destroyers, 6 steamers, 
course: 290°, 

1420 CO 9349 2 destroyers, 3 escort 
vessels, 3 steamers, 
course 270°, 

1840 CO 9348 convoy, course 285°. 

0705 CO 9137 3 escort vessels, 3 
steamers, course 270°, 


c) 2135 CO 6749 reconnaissance aircraft 
reported surfaced U-boat 
off Alexandria, 


ad) oe 
e) Italian Navy: 
0830 CO 1971 1 submarine, course 285°, 


speed 10 kumeve: 
0900 CO 1524 1 submarine, course 135°, 


EFastern boats: 


Two Italian U-boats are temporarily 
operating in the area south of 32-7 Geum 
between 26° E and 27° 30' E, The boats 
have received orders not to attack sub- 
marines in this area, 

The sector in which the boats are 

OP ar off Tobruk has been narrowed 
by 10°. U 205 (Reschke) is now operating 
in the sector from 10° = 30°, Newly 
arrived boats will be disposed east of 
the Sector as far as 25° EB in a see ues 
from 90° = 7O°. "Preuss" (U0 560) #7 
occupy this area, 


Pee ives 


CONFIDENTIAL 


U'331 (Thiessenhausen) reported his position 


aotor peo momal apom CO 2975, lt is not clear 
why the boat is steering for the operational 
area via this grid square, We suspect it has 
been wrongly briefed in Messina by the 
Italian Navy. a 


Western boats: 


Sines it is possible that the reason for the 
absence of reports from U 74 may be due to a 
transmitter breakdown, and the boat otherwise 
in order ~ U 74 (Friedrich) has been ordered 
to return to Spezia. It should arrive in 
Spezia by 31 May at the latest, 


re) ./, 
(Signed)  Kreisch. 
27. May 1942 
bs ewe 31 CO 6780; 
Ee icoece 6750, 
Nee 3 CO) 5990, 
U 565 CO’ 5960, 
U 559 CO 5960 
U 205 co 5950, 
es CO GScier 
ie 33 5420, 
U 453 cr 6380, 
U 652 CJ 3720, 
e774 CH 6140, 
b) ve 
mit, a) Same as on previous day. 
b) Sicilian Channel, convoy route to Benghazi. 
igure) 0 Of: 0215 CO 5976 2 gunboats. 


U 559: 0400 CO 5995 destroyer putting in 
OM COrt. 


pb) 0815 CP 5974 1 steamer, course 225°, 


é pees fae . 
0830 CP 1 destroyer steamer, course 
: i 165°, speed 6 knots, p 
1545 CP 7279 1 submarine. 
1800 CP 7276 1 escort vessel, course 300°, 

| high speeds 
NOOO CON2325 1 submarine: - 
2300 CO 6747 1 escort vessel, course 180”. 
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IV. 


“Le 


c) 1052 CO 6781 aircraft reported sur= 
faced U-boat off Alexan- 
dria, course 140°, speed 
5 knots. 
0710 U-boat in Mersa Matruh area, 
course 360°, 


dey 
e) Italian Navy: 

1915 CO 4286 1 submarine, 
Eastern boats: 


U 431 (Dommes) attacked a convoy success- 
fully, A fan containing a circle runner 
was fired at an escort vessel and missed, 
Commander reported that he observed bad 
depth keeping with’ electric torpedoes, 
The boat has fired all its torpedoes but 
one, and has commenced the return passage 
Salamis for this reason. Uj aoe 
(Thiessenhausen) was ordered to take up 
the sector previously occupied by 
"Dommes" as his operational area. U 568 
(Preuss) is now operating alone in the 
sector from 90° ~ 70° east of the Seceer 
from 10° - 90° as far as 25° Bae 
"Dommes" was ordered to report his 
estimated time of crossing 35° N and 
arrival at point 140 A. This report was 
not received during the night, 

U 83 (Kraus) Will not camry ouceiae 
special assignment during the night 
27/25 May. It may be possible the 
following night. 

At 0215 "Kraus" reported 2 gunboats in 
CO 5976. ’ 

At 0400 U 559 (Heidtmann) reported a 
large destroyer in CO 5995, making for 
TObEUKe 7 


Western boats: ./, 


a) "Dommes" (U 431) attacked a formeuioem 
at 1241 in CO 9112 center, and heard 
one hit each on a 4000-5000 CRT 
transport and a 3500 GRT steamer, 


Bare 


The following proposals are to be made to 
Flag Officer German Naval Command through 
Captain. U-boats: 

1) Consider present heavy concentration 
of U-boats in closest possible area 
expedient for only 1 - 2 days more, 

2) 8 boats, including "Kraus", now in 
operational area, 2 more approaching. 
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3) Propose that the present sector be 


4) 


28 May 1942 


I. 


TIS 


JIJEIES 


a) 


= 


a) 


b) 


4) . 


b) 


occupied by 4 boats, which should 
evacuate the sector to the east during 
nights when H-boats are operating, 
Remainder of boats to operate in the 
Bmeomacmrar as 20° Bi. fs there is not 
a comprehensive enough picture of the 
UGativemOOcittOn Mere, reduest infor= 
mation as to whether Fliegerfuehrer 
Africa has particulars. 

Pebem tie tal of Tobruk, an operation 
by 3 boats off the Syrian coast might 
be successful, providing there are 
sufficient boats. 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 


Syqasooeeeass 
es) 
(ee) 
Ki 
© 
S 
Ov 
SI 
) 
(Ss) 


ae 


Same as on previous Gay. 


Convoy routes to Benghazi, Malta area, 
Tobruk-Crete-Alexandria area, 


Pre 


28 May 0500 CO 5999 1 destroyer, 1 
i merchant ship, making for 
Tobruk. 
0635 CO 5986 2 M.T.B.s, course 
210°, high speed. 
e7e CP 8129 1 steamer, course 


Oh 
ap (202m muankers, course 
) ae 1 patrol el 
O730 CG patrol vessel, 
e a ounee 90°, speed 10 knots. 
0740 CO 5999 2 escort vessels, 
Il eteamer., course 270°, 
speed 10 knots, 
0750 CO_5989 1 destroyer, course 
90°, high speed: 
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0755 CP 7341 4 destroyers, 4 large 
steamers, course 270°, 
speed 16 knots. 

0925 CO 8333 1 escort vessel, 3 escorts, 
1 steamer, course 90°, 
speed 10 knots. 

1645 CO 9137 2 destroyers, 4 escorts, 
1 steamer, course 90°, 

0027 CP 7177 3 units, course 280% 

0100 CO 9113 1 large warship, 3 | 
destroyers, coursemego — 

0250 CO 6786 2 minesweepers, course 270°; as 

0300 CO 6781 1 destroyer, 1 small naval 
vessel, course@ es : 


c) 0806 ground station ordered airememuuce 
attack’ U-boat in CO QGIREe 
1826 aircraft reported U-boat submerging 
in CO 5968, 
1940 shore station reported submerged 
U-boat in CO 6786, 
1955 aircraft reported surfaced Use 
1NsCO Oe. 


d) The cruiser "Charybdis" with 2.destroyers 
put out from Gibraltar on an easterly 
course at 2000, 


e) Italian Navy: 


1035 CO 1554 12 submarigey 
1715 CO 1857 1 submarines. 
0315 CO 4597 1 Ssubmermrae, 


Bastern boats: 


U 431 (Dommes) sent a situation reporom ss 
reported that traffic is running in shallow 
water and that prospects of success are 
greater in Sollum Bay and where deep water 
reaches to the coast, 

U 83 (Kraus) reported between 0030 and 0230 
during the night 27/28 May, 2 large gunboats 
firing starshells lay at the rendezvous for 
the special assignment. Only possible to 
operate in Gulf of Banba when submerged, 
Boat is withdrawing for bottom and side 
repairs by a diver. Boat is at present non- 
operational, 

After Captain U~boats had enquired from Flag 
Officer German Naval Command whether a 
substitute for "Kraus" was necessary, U 83 
was informed by the battle headquarters 
Derna (Flag Officer German Naval Command) 
that the special assignment would be carrie 
out without a U-boat, and that Captain 
U-boats would control the boat's further 
operations, 
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U 83 reported that it was not possible to 
work overboard for any length of time 
because of air activity, and multi-unit. 
hydrophones were conpletely unserviceable. 
Boat requested permission to put in to 
Dera or Salamis for a short call, 

U 83 has been ordered to make for Salamis. 
It may be concluded from a radio intercept 
report that the enemy knows the point where 
the landing is to be carried out. 


Western boats: ,/, 


ce epee) ./. 


eowemea)  Kreisch, 


29 May 1942 


Ty ye 43) CO 2670, 


Pea CO 9370. 


U 
U 
U 
U 
U 
U 
U 331 CO 6770, 
U 
U 
U 
U 
U 
a 


Tak Tee ee 
bd) U 83 at 0750, U 431 put in to Salamis 
t 0655, i 
TI. a) Same as‘on previous day. 


b) Malta area,’ Tobruk-Crete-Alexandria 
area, 


it, 2a) ./. 


Pymes 0 1CO 5952 1 unit, course 290°, high 
: speed, a 
0815 CP 7421 2 units, 1 M.T.B., course 
PeO-, high swead. 
Op COr26> 7 units, course 90°. g 
0815 CO 9373 1 steamer, 3 escort vessels, 
1330 CH 5965 1 cruiser, 2 destroyers, 
course 90”, ova 16 knots, 
86 1 cruiser, 2 destroyers 
ea course 65°, specd 20 knots. 
2013 CH 6781 1 cruiser, 2 destroyers, 
course 2400 ; 
2120 north of Tobruk, 2 units, course 300%, 


el 
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0320 CO 5975 3 units, courses 
0320 CO 5999 1 escor$ vessel, 1 
course 90°, 

0415 CO 5656 1 small unit, cour 
0600 - 0700 patrol vessels (5am 
: Tobruk, courses y 
0730 CP 5977 1 gunboat, 4 Giaam 
course 2160, Ss pee 


c) 1643 CO 9113 ground station t1 
surfaced U-boat, 


d) Ry ae 
e) Italian Navy: 


1320 CH 5931 the cruiser gr 
1430 CH 6771 the cruiser groups 

course 609, | 
1600 CJ 7125 1 submarines 
2036 CO 3194 1 submarine, cow 
2300 CH 9162 the cruiser grou 
0630 CO 7229 1 submariiaer 


lve Kastern boats: 


Flag Officer German Naval Commar 
the following radio message .F 


The close disposition makes hea 
on the crews during the brigh 
nights. Battery charging will oF 
possible to a limited extent, 
cnemy aircraft operating in th 
area are enough to force all &. 
submerge. Since the concentra 
was only intended to last a few 
U-boats has once more proposed t 
Officer spreading out the boats 


Western boats: ./. 


We Baby). eile 


(Signed)  Kreisch, 
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30 May 1942 

1; 21) 

b) 

ae, a) 

0) 

ivi. a) 

b) 

> 

d) 

a) 
ee 


U 568 CO 6770, 
vu 81 CO 6770, 
U Boe 6770, 

565 CO 5960, 
559 CO 5960, 
205 CO 5950, 
83 CO 8950, 
431 CO 8950, 
AGaeGO) 2720, 
652 CO .7850, 


o/s 


Western Mediterranean as iar as 
radius of action allowed, 


S| (ee (GS (ee cee ey 


Malta area, Tobruk~Crete-Alexandria 


area, 


eemnOC20 CO 9124 armored ferries 
inshore, 


0800 CO 5989 3 destroyers. 


1830 7 small steamers and escorts off 
Alexandria, lying stopped. 


Nei CO ae surfaced U-boat reported. 


The ter "Cherny badis" put in to 


Gibraltar at 1900, 
o 


Eastern boats: 


U 453 (Schlippenbach) has been ordered 
to occupy the southern half of the area 
ea6 of whe. sector off o gorhk ina powcr: 


- 90° as far as 25° Nothing to 


Ae ones 


Western boats: ,/. 


aii Ds 


Pa 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


Ah 
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Say 1982 

ls a) U £53°CO 5336. 
U 205 €O 5 22¢. 
U 559 €0 32503 
U 565200 53ce" 
U 8l” COmey 7a. 
U 3310067 7c. 
U 568 Onc? 7a) 
‘U 652 @0n27 50. 

Dee 
TI. a) Algiers-Balearic — Sardinia- 


ii: 


ye 


Tunis area. 


b) Malta area. Tobruk-Crete-Alexandria 
area. 
eoloay 


b) 0835 CO 6745 4 M.T.B.s ?, 2eseeiee 
vessel, course 270°, 
0855 2 minesweepers off Tobruk. 
0855 CO 9112 1 guardboat, 4 small 
transports, course 270°, 
0856 CP 7246 2 fast motorminesweepers, 
course 100°. 
CP 7193 1 destroyer, course 340°, 
high speeds 
0633 CO G2ure2 escort vessels, course 
e 250° 
0645 CO 5999 1 patrol vessel, 1 steamer, 
course 270°, speed 6 knots. 
0700 CP 7279 1 steamer, course 270° 
0733 CP Big oa torpedoboat , L steamers, 
course 90° 
0738 CP Saye steamers, course O°, 


ery)) dace eae 
Eastern boats: 


Flag Officer German Naval Command has 

agreed to Captain U-boats' proposal 

regarding the spreading out of the U-boat 

di spesiG mem, Boats will operate in 

following Vameas: & 

U 205 (Reschke) in the 10° - 40~ sector. 

U 559 (Heidtmann) in 40° - 60°. 

U 81 (Guggenberger).in 60° - 759% 

U 331 (Thiessenhausen) in 75° - 90°, 

U 453 (Schlippenbach) east of the sector 
as far as the meridian of CO G7aa— 
the northern limit the parallel im 
CO 6748, the southern limit the 
coast, focal point in the southe 
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U 568 (Preuss), U 565 (Franken) and U 652 
(Fraatz) in that order will occupy the 
area between the meridians of CO 6784 and 
@o8oe71, Jivemncor nerd limit the parallel 
er C6 6795 > the southern limit the coast, 
Southern limit for "Preuss" the parallel 
in CO 6792, for "Franken" the parallel of 
CO4Awse, ‘tveat2Z south of this. 

Further spreading eastward is not possible 
because of the limit set by Flag Officer 
German Naval Command, 

U 331 (Thiessenhausen) sighted 4 armcred 
ferries at 0830 in CO 9124, right inshore, 
At 1040 the boat fired a surface fan that 
missed at an armored forry in CO 91ll. 

U 81 (Guggenberger) and U 565 (Franken) 
were requested for short situation reports, 
Both reports have been received. 

U 81 reported: 

items eh consisting Of escort 
vessels and hospital ships. Air patrols 
especially during the night." 

U 565 reported: 

(igmGratite Im normer sector, only close 
ion we Gbttiemain activity, stiil 2 bow, 
lmctern clecteme torpedoes, " 


Western boats: 


U #4 has not returned, and must be 
presumed lost. (See German Naval Command 
Italy Most Secret S.0.s only No, 281/42 
File IIc S.0.s only with Captain U-boats 
Italy.) 


eye b) ./. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


ey 


~~ 
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I June 1942 


in a) U 205 CO 5960, 
U 559 CO 5960, 


U ul ere) 5990, 

ieee | CO 770, 

W453 Co 6740, 

Ue s60 CO C70. 

Ue565 Co 6790, 

Wie e CO O10, 

(Oo) Ger 
TI. a) Coast of Africa from Algiers to Tunis, Western 

Bae een Gs tar as Wadius of Action 
allowed, 


b) Malta area, coast from Tobruk to Alexandria. 
ma. a) ./. 


b) 0800 CO 9167 2 barges, course 270°, 
CO 5968 2 guardboats, course 207°, 
0840 CP 8247 5 escort vessels, 2 steamers, 
1930 CO 6784 1 hospital ship, course 90°, 
peep cO ye. 2 units, course 270°, 7 
0645 CP 7273 5 gyerdboats, 1 steamer, course 


a 


ec) 0340 CO 9126 British aircraft reported: 
"Am over enemy U-boat,'! 
0652 CO 6798 submerged U-boat, course 100°, 
speed 3 knots, 
1130 CO 6786 surfaced U-boat, course 270°, 


d) The "Eagle" and the "Charybdis" put out from 
Gibraltar at 0700 for the east, they put in 
wouport at 1600, | 


e) Italian Navy: 


1245 CO 2338 1 submarine, 
0200 CH 5915 1 destroyer, course 40°, speed 
= 510) ea slenstsl 5 ms a 


Ie Eastern boats: 


As the operations of our own H-boats in the area 
off Tobruk have to be taken into account, our 
U-boats have been instructed to move away or to 
submerge after the announcement of such operations. 


D205 (Reschke ) was asked to make a position 
report. The boat reported small patrol vessels 
from time to time, air patrols at night. 


It is intended to allow U 81 (Guggenberger) to 
commence the return passage after 30 days at sea, 
"Guggenberger" reported that he was still fully 
operational and had 6 torpedoes left. He requested 
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a), b) ./. 


permission either to remain in the operational 
area until approximately I2 June werercr 
replenishment in Salamis for a short operation. 


Captain U-boats considers that the present 
disposition of the boats is ineffective and 
that in view of the heavy demands madé on the 
boats together with the risks they are being 
exposed to, it cannot be maintained any DTomeeas 
For these reasons the following radio messages 
were sent to the Flag Officcr: 


1) The unsuccessful nature of the U-beat 
operation up to date, even though a large 
number of boats took vart, invites the 
conclusion that the disposition Ts eee 
effective enough and that its disadvantages 
are as follows: - 


a) The concentration off Tobruk leaves the 
whole remaining sea area completely 
unguardéd, especially if the eispOeamamed 
were to be discovered by the enemies 
this we already suspect. 


b) As far as we can gather from our data, 
the traffic runs direztly under Ghe 
coast in shallow water, The boats in 
other sectors, thereficre, cannot 
brought Steshear. 


c) Boats operating in a restricted area 
are ina very dangerous position 
especially during moonlight nishusaeyyews 
the crew is put to a severe sStragae 


2) Provided the fall of Tobruk is not imminent, 
it is proposed to widen out tie dispeswiaamed 
over the entire operational area as far as 
30° Ey Concentration in the south. Smee 

' traffic and enemy naval forces should thus 
be successfully intercepted. J-boats should 
be subjected to less strain and danger. 
Captain U-boats. 


To Flag Officer German Navai Command: 

After conferring personally with "Kraus" and 
"Dommes", I consider, in agreement with Capraim 
U-boats, that it is no longer possible to 
maintain the U-boats in tight formation during 


the lunar period, So much has been demanded of Q 
the boats, they seem to have reached breaking 
point, and Successes are hardly to be expected, : 


From Chief of Staaaa 


The Mexican Government has declared war on 
Germany. ° 7 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


PREM SR RS gue Re cme AYE ER Ge Nt eS RR BH ha on nce te cn A 
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2 June 1942 
ivueeee) U 205 CO 5950 
U 559 CO 5960, 
U 81 co 5990, 
U 453 CO 6770, 
YU 331 CO 6770, 
U 652 CO 6780, 
U 565 CO 6790, 
U 568 CO 6760, 
be 
eT a) Same as on previous day. 
b) Tobruk~Crete-Alexandria area, area south 
of Malta. | 
or. a) Oy 
ipeng> CP 7351 1 steamer, course L208 
0845 CP 7361 oe 1 steamer, course 
0105 CO 5971 2 steamers, course 180°, 
0135 CO 5981 2 patrol vessels, course 270°, 
0635 CH 5983 the "Eagle", 1 cruiser, 3 
destroyers, course 2009, 

c) 1356 CO 6781 reconnaissance aircraft 
reported surfaced U-boat, - 
course 300°, speed 5 knots. 

1420 CO 6718 same machine reported surfaced 
U-boat, course 180°, speed 5 
knots, 

d) At 0400 the "Eagle" with the "Charybdis" 

put out from Gibraltar for the east. 

e) Italian Navy: 

0900 CN 2947 1 U-boat. 
IV. For the information of Flag Officer German 


Naval Command the following radio message was 
transmitted from Captain U-boats: 


1) 


2) 
3) 
4) 


Situation, Seven U-boats in the operational 
area, not counting "Fraatz". Of these, 
"Guggenberger", "Franken" and "Reschke" 
have been at sea for more than 26 days. 
"Kraus" and "Dommes" are in Salamis, they 


are ready to put out 
Per aqua scald cannot 


presumably on 3 June. 
submerge and is unfit 


for operational duty. 
To "Guggenberger"'s radio message Serial 


No, 594 
and ano 


th 


propose replenishment -in Salamis 
er short operation before a 


complete overhaul, 
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5) Request permission for "Kraus" and "Dommes" 
to operate off the Syrian coast, as the 
information available on the enemy suggests 
that this would be the Vest Way vet isis. 
remaining fighting strength of the boats, as 
they would otherwise only be able to remain 
in the operational area off Africa for a short 
time, owing to the heavy demands on personnel 
and material alreadv made on them, The 
operation off the Syrian coast would also be 
psychologically to the advantage of these two 
particularly deserving crews. 


Flag Officer German Naval Command Italy has 
directed that the U-boat disposition iS Vem. 
extended and tnat the entire Tobruk-Alexandria 
area is availaole for operations. 


The boats are +o be disposed in patrol lines 
running from nerth to south, as. toltomes 


U 205 (Reschke; between the meridians of CO 8333 
and CO 9.13, 
U 565 (Franken, between the meridians of CO 9113 
"sand COleucas 
U. 331 (Thiesserhausen) between the meridians of 
CO 9123 "anc COse2 
2 Italian U-boats between the meridians of 
'  _€O 9215 rd'CO 92 4e- 
U 452 (Schlippenoach) tetween the meridians of 
CO 984st and te oes. 
U 559 (Heidtmann, between the meridians of 
CO 9365 anc GP Viobe 
U 568 (Preuss) between the meridians of GPa 
and CP 710s 


The northern limit for our boats is the line 30 
miles from and parallel to the coast. 


U 568 (Preuss) wes requested to make a situation 
report, No repors has been received 


It is intended to replenish U 205 and U 505meeu 
Salamis. They will set out on approximately 

5 June, This intantion Was transmitted to ae 
boats together with the request to report whether 
they were in urgent need of more extensive repairs, 
"Reschke" reported that the state of the boat would 
permit replenishing in Salamis and that a major 
overhaul would be required after a further Siem 
operation, "Franken" revorted that the boat would 
soon be requiring more extensive repairs. 


: BOSS Otel sabe 


Commander - Lieutenant (J.G.) Fraatz 


Se = 


At 0650 a radio interecpt rcport was received 
stating thet at 0340 the-enemy aireratt "© > cam 
in 31° 56' N, 25° 18" B Was over a U-boan- 


= 


ONF IDENT IA 


eee = 


ehortily @iGere av 0700, tne sollowing radio 
message was recéived from Meee | 

O23 32/2/507 trom "Fraatz, Unable to dive 
Pimited WapeeZity to proceed, grid square 9134, 
help urgently required," 


On the strength of this radio message, the 
boats in his vicinity, Uebeoee 560, U 453 
Weme ©rgerecd GO £0 cO “Freaatz''s assistance, 


Simultaneouslv C-in-C South was asked to 
Pmeviae ait escort for the boat. As this could 
not be provided im mediately, Pliegerfthrer 
Africa was requested G@irect 1or air cover by 
radio messages to fleas Officer German Naval 
Command, pattle neadquarters Derna. 

At O710 the rceilcwing radio message was 
received from WPasatz"s 

WOetA7 2/596 t2om "Fraatz". Still unable to 
Give. No radio céception, Am Withdrawing to 
the norta. July starboard Diesel in partial 
Werkine order, "Franken" — look out for 


Y 


Signals and searchlignts." 


It is possible tnat the boats detailed to the 
Peeede @Peraticn (U 565, U 568. U 453) did not 
receive the message orcering them to go to the 
assistance of Mieeaut because they mere 
submersed, Ths boats were therefore ordered to 
confirm the tadio ressage (0715/2/599) by 
Saort siege! "ves", 


At 0745 tne following radio message was 
received from "Fraatzi's 

MGe50/2/550 fron “Freatz™. Gas in ali 
compartments. Request towing assistance, Am 
lying on northern side of Sollum Bay. 
Impossible to navigate. Am making for south 
@oast O° Creve." 


AE 0815 C-in-C South sanctioned air cover for 
'Praatz" to be provided by Fliegerfuhrer 
Mieica, Tis timrormation was sent out to the 
boats. 


At 0840 the fcllowing radio message without 
@ signature Wec receiveds 

H0750/2/901. Bm iescoruimem mraz. Coumsee 
20°, Speed 6 knots. Have taken non-essential 
members of ths cre~ on Doard, grid square 
C7eowsediest for suppor: ," 


At 1020 a short signal was received from 
Weol ine. pest reporseds 

WAm maintaining contact. 

After the receipt Oi, oe radio message it. 
was assured by Cantain U-boats that there 
were two hoaws with "Fraatz™, for i wes 
impossible to tell from radio message 
075072750le%. sent 40, To make certain 


IE 
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whether this assumption was correct, the following 

radio message was transmitted to the boats: 

HMO /27 506 

1). It is assumed from short signal from U 81, that 
apart from the boat which sent the radio 
message, serial number 501, "Guggenberger" is 
also standing by "FReaata 4 

2) Who sent serial number 501? 
U 565 reported "yes" by short signal. This@ie-s 
did, therefore, receive the radio mes... 2 
ordering him to the rescue. 


At 1255 the following radio message was received 
from "Guggenberger"s: 

'1055/2/507 from U 81; 1050 in 6758 U 652 ecuieuem 
as it was no longer seaworthy. Entire crew on 
board, Am making for Salamis, 35° N will be passed 
at 0000/3 Junern! 


During the night “Guggenberger" reported (hagas 
1200 in CO 6725 a fan of four torpedoes Was mew 
at him by an enemy submarine, 


Ve aa 
b) U 652 (Fraatz) was scuttled at 1050 in (COma7as 
after the crew had been transferred to U 81, 
- because the boat, as a result of damage jue 
tained, was no longer seaworthy. 
(Signed)  Kreisch. 
3 June 1942 
ie a) U 566°C 742 ee 
U 559 CP 77 oF 
U 453 CO 9350, 
U 331 COs 
U 565 €O Giggs 
U 205 CO 6770 
U- ol “COR2euse 
w) U 81 put in te Salenis eo 
Hite a) Balearic Islands-Algiers-Tunis-Sardinia area. 


Western Mediterranean as Par as*reo1s son 
action alveved. 


b) Malta area, coast from Tobruk to Alexandria. 
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IES 


iV. 


a) 


b) 


c) 
ad) 


e) 


Jo 
0820 CO 
1448 CH 


@655 CO 
0700 CO 


C715 CO 


0745 CP 


ee 


6777 
8185 


D269 


6787 
6778 
9218 


6772 
6797 
© oul 
on 


9989 
[252 


2 steamer 
course 22 
latest report of carrier 


evece@Gu) VCSSCilcr 
; speed 6 knots, 


formation, course 270°, speed 


SO knots. 
LL destroyer , 1 steamer, course 
20 


IOs 


course 90°. 


2 small vessels, course 90°, 
1 destroyer, course 270°, 
4 guardboats, eyoveamers. COUrse 


1 escort vessel, course 20°, 
1 escort. vessel, course 270°. 
2 escort vessels, course 90°, 
2 escort yessels, 1 steamer, 


4 steamers, course 210°, 
i destroyer, | steamer, course 


240°, speed 6 knots, 


imervecensande! destroyer put in to Gibraltar 
from the west, 


Italian Navy: 


0705 CO 4667 1 submarine, 


Battle headquarters Derna sent information that 


an E-boat operation was planned for the night of 
3/4 June west of 24° 40' BE, The boats are being 
informed, 


U 568 (Preuss) was asked to report for the second 
time. No report has been received. 


U 331 (Thiessenhausen) and U 453 (Schlippenbach) 
gave a short situation report after being 


requested to do so, 
U 331 reported: 
U 453 reported; 


during the night," 
ea) ./: 


(Signed) 


. 


Kreisch, 


Wow tratiic, strong air patrols." 
No tratite, sumone air patrols 
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4 June 1942 


lie BL) 8 CP 7430; 
l 9 CP 77. 
153 CO- Fano, 
1 CO 9130, 
Deo Di lO, 
5 COsG7 er 
1 CO 26ae5 


ere 
ao a 
ONLY SOT ON 


Se ee 
Co NU WAL 
oO 


b) U 81 and U 431 put out from Sawamisean 
ISF1OG)., 


Il. a) Straits south of Mardimaa : 
b) Malta area, Tobruk-Crete~Alexandria area. 


III. a) U 331: 1100 CO 9217 convoy, course 90™% 
1206 €0 9245 course 105e8 
1403 CO 9255 several escort vessels, 
, 3 steamers, 7 knots" 
1909" CO 9347 convoy. 
2001 CO 9372 3 escort vessels, 
' 3 steamers. 
U 453: 2302 CO 9381 convoy, 6-8 escort 
| vessels amd desires 
and 3 steamers, course 
90°, 
0100 CO 9391 convoy according to 
hydrophone bearing. 


b) 0907 CO 5984 2 guardboats, 1 steamer, 
- course 0°, 
0935 CO 9135 2 steamers, course 270°, 
0752 CP 7196 1 escort vessel. 


ec) 1640 CO 9259 British aircraft reporteds 
* U-boat sighted". 
2259 CO 9357 British aircrafts reporped. 
"Burfaced U-boat", 
0520 CP 8413 British aircraft reported: 
"Surfaced U-boat''.. 


d) ny er 
e) Italian Navy? 
. 2105 CO 5, 1 submarine: 


IV. U 331 (Thiessenhausen) gained contact at 1100 
with an eastbound convoy. The boat maintained 
contact durine tHe hours of daviteni ae cace 
report was at 2001. At 2205 U 453 (Schlippen- 
bach) reported the convoy in CO 9381. At 2309 
"Schlippenbach" reported the convoy in CO 9382, 
Fired two fans which missed, 3 steamers, 6 to 8 
escort vessels and destroyeras, coum= 96°, 
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At 0040 "Thiessenhausen" reported that he had 
fired a fan of three at an escort vessel and 
heard two hits. While shadowing to-day, he was 
forced to submerge three times because of air- 
craft, At 0100 "Schlippenbach" reported that he 
had been forced to withdraw, According to 
hydrophone bearing the convoy was in CO 9391. 
At 0328 a short signal was picked up by the 
control station, but it could not be read, The 
boat was requested to transmit the signal again, 
No signal has been received. 


Flag Officer German Naval Command has issued the 
Pomeeovings insvructions: 


2) In the next few days a series of E-~boat 
Operations will be undertaken in the area 
west of the meridian of "Ras Assaz", No 
“further detailed information will be given. 
There will not be any of our U-boats in this 
area, In the event of direct enemy pursuit 
* our U-boats may enter the area, but they must 
“report this immediately. E-boats will then be 
forbidden to undertake any anti-submarine 
measures. 


Pelnewerca cascu ot ‘Has Assaz" as far as the 
Italian U-boat attack area is to be occupied 
by two boats. If necessary they may withdraw 
into the Italian U-boat area, 

3) The area east of the Italian U-boats remains 
occupied as before, 


4) Concur with plan to send one boat to the 
coast of Palestine. The attack area chosen 
will be south of 33° Ns concentrating on the 
sea route between Alexandria and Port Said, 


5) Concur with "Bartel"'s operation within the 
proposed time limit, 


We a) U 331 (Thiessenhausen) fired a fan of three 
torpedoes at a convoy vessel and heard two 
hits. 


Ee 


ii 


(Signed)  kKreisch. 


Zoe" 
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5 Jupemlo 42 


i 


a) U 568 CP 7430, 


U 559 CP 7170, 
U 453 CO 9380, 
U 331 CO 9160, 
U 565 CO 9120, 
U 205 co 6770, 
U 431 CO 2830, 
U 81) Co 2630. 


b) U 77 put out from Spezia at 0010; 
a) Algiers-Majorca-Sardinia-Tunis area. 
b) Tobruk-Crete-Alexandria area, Malta area, 


a) U 331: 2023 CO 9135 2 destroyers making 
: for the eas. 


b) 1255 CO 6771 3 escort vessels, 3 patmem 

i vessels, 6 steamers, making 
for Toepmuis, 

1620 CP 7187 2 guardboats, course 270°, 

0500 CO 9111 1 patrol vessel, course 90°, 

0644 CO 5989 4 patrol vessels, 2 steamers, 
course 180°, 

0635 CO 9393 2 patrol vessels, course 90°. 

0640 CP 7264 em 2 U.T.B.S— COmmee 
pals 

0645 CP 4911 1 destroyer, 2 ll.T.B.s, course 

ae 


0655 CP 5951 2 torpedoboats, 1 tanker, 
coumse OC; 

0735 CP°7281 1 steamer. scommacus00 = 

0735 CP 7272 2 destroyers, course 1105-4 

0735 CP 7422 2 patrol vessels, course 90°, 


c) 2326 CP 7143 British aircraft over a U=bomus 
d)'y' 6) yz 


On the strength of instructions from Flag Officer 
German Naval Command, the area east of the attack 
area of the Italian U-boats will be occupied as 
follows ¢ : 
U 431 (Dommes) between the meridians- of CO 6784 
and CO 6795, 
U 331 (Thiessenhausen) adjoining it as far as 
the meridian of CO 6879, The line 30 miles 
from and parallel to the coast is still the 
northern Dimes, 


The boats have been informed of the proposed 
BH-boat operations and instructed that if they 
cross the meridian of CO 9124 to the West, they 
are to confirm this by short sig@mai (ijoe =e ee 


~235- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


U 83 (Kraus) was ordered to operate in the area 
south of 33° N from 29° 10' B as far as the 
Palestine coast, 


U 205 (Reschke) and U 565 (Franken) are 
returning, "Franken" is proceeding to Spezia 
for an overhaul in dock; "Reschke" to Salamis 
Loreciort Prepare . 


oo miieaus) has passed 35° N te the south, 


"Thiessenhausen" at 2022 reported two 
destroyers’ on an easterly course in CO 9135, 


U 453 (Schlippenbach) fired a fan of two 
Meteeple shogs at 2258 on 4 June at 3 over- 
tapping steamers, apart from the two unsuccess- 
ful fans already reported on 4 June, Nothing was 
Ober ved excepe loud sinking noises at 0330, 


& 
U 559 (Heidtmann) reported that the short signal 
which could not be understood yesterday 
reported the position of "Thiessenhausen"'s 
convoy. ? 


"Schlippenbach" was attacked by aircraft with 
bombs and depth charges. The boat is still able 
tO operate. ; 


U 559 (Heidtmann) was ordered to send a ‘short 
Subuation report, 


U 568 (Preuss) was asked for the third time to 
report his position, A signal was received from 
Paerdimann", but still none from "Preuss". 


V, a) U 453 (Schlippenbach) fired a fan of two 


multiple shots at three overlapping steamers, 
Range 1,000 meters. Nothing was observed, 
except loud sinking noises at 0330. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


emune Tae 


iF Eyleboo CE 7430, 


Soe aaqeqaas 
Oo 
ee) 
Q 
ro) 
ON 
1 
es) 
o) 


81 put out from Salamis at 1300. 
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1Lits 


TT les 


IV, 


a) Same as Of previens Gas 
Malta area, Crete~Tobruk-Alexandria area. 


a) ee 


b) 0900 1 steamer put in to Tobruk: with eccome 
vessels, 
2340 CO 6749 1 freighter on fire. 
0423 CO 5986 1 steamer, course 90°. 


C) ae 

d) 2150 1 destroyer put out from Gibraltareces 
the east. 

ae 


U 431 (Dommes) reported that two Ju 88s landed 
near him, He presumed that it was a crash 
landing, It later turned out that these two 
aircraft were supposed to be escorting a 
damaged Italian U-boat, "Dommes" was ordered to 
continue passage. 


a) Ae 


b) .U 568 (Preuss) has still not reported after 
being requested to do so three times. The 
boat must be presumed lost. 


U 79 (Kaufmann) is reported missing for the 
second time with effect from 23 December 1941, 
All the crew of 44 men have been taken 
prisoner. The boat was lost during operations 
against the convoy. 


U 75 (Ringelmann) is reported missing for the 
second time, with effect from 28 December 1941. 
The boat was lost during the attack on the 
convoy. Of the crew of 46, 16 including the 
Commander were killed, 30 are prisoners of Wan, 


U 374 (v. Fischel) is reported missing for the 
second time, with effect from 12 January 1942, 


Details of the loss are not knoWn, 1 raging 
was taken prisoner. 42 men are unaccounted for. 


(Signed ) Krewdcea. 


el “509 Lan 
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ii a) 


b) U 205 made fast in Salamis at 0630, 
77 put in to Messina at 1300, 


565 put in to Messina at 1735, 


GGG Gagqcadcaqaddd 
120 Co 
lear 
ie 
OQ 
at 
ne) 
Ww 
Oo 


EL a) Same as on previous day. 


b) Malta area, triangle of ‘Tobruk, Crete, 
Alexandria. 


ie. a) ./. 


b) 0826 CO 9121 2 small naval vessels, 

@oumee.270-, 

0845 CP 7285 2 escort vessels, course 0°, 

CP e726) 1 escort vegsel. 

Ope CP os07 1 eunboat.. 1 steamer , 
course 240°, 

1025 CO 6779 2 destroyers, course 90°. 

1520 CO 6991 1 destroyer, course 280°, 


c) 0912 CP 8254 the convoy reported an air 
attack, ; 
1057 CO 9213 patch of oil (submarine), 
course 9°, unsuccessfully 
attacked by aircraft 


Bena 
e) Italian Navy: 
0000 naval forces north of Derna, 

IV. U 81 (Guggenberger), after sending a passage 
report, was ordered to proceed via CO 6735 and 
CO 6991 to the attack area between the meridians 
omer 7 o> ama) 7199 with the parallel of 
Cee io> aceais Morthern boundary, 


Ve a) b) ofa 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 
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8 June 1942 


seb) 
Ww 


cCeaeecaae 


it 3. CP 8120, 
59 CP 7170y 
53 CO 9350, 
31 CO 9210, 
31 CO ezeC. 
1 CO 6410, 
65 CJ 9820, 
77 Gd 9678), 


b) U 77 put out from Messina at 1630, 
U 565 put out from Messina at 1910, 


fics a) Same as on previous day. 
b) Fobruk-Crete-Alexandria area, Malta area, 
HIE Te) G7 


b) 0845 CP 7259 1 destroyer, 1 tanker, 
course 2407. 
0850 CP.7265 1 destroyer, 3 steamers, 
course 240°, 
1646 CP 7285 1 steamer, northeasterly 
; course, 
1710 CJ 8915 1 submarine 


ec} 2337 CO 9352 British aircraft attacked U-boemm 


d). 0900, the "Eagle" with a cruiser of the "Cairo" 
class and 6 destroyers put out from Gibraltar 
for the east,: 


e) ive iene icns: 


0445 CJ 9332 1 submarine. 
0550 CJ 4714 1 sijemerine, 
1940 CO 3728 1 stbmerine, 


i a) U 453 (Schlippenbach) reported that he was 
attacked in CO 4357 by an aircraft. No damage. 
Freedom of action for anti-submarine measures 
in the area between the points CO 4749 to 
CO 1839 to CO 1995 to CO 1913 to CO 0537 fren 
here, bearing 180° as far as the coast. U-boats 
are forbidden to enter this area, 


We a) ree 


b) In Naval High Command, Naval War Staff First 
Division 20518/42 Secret, it is learnt from 
German Espionage Agency Spain that: 

"According to an unconfirmed agent's report of 
Ll June 1942, 30 prisoners from a German U-boate 
4 of them slightly wounded, are said to have 
been brought in to Gibraltar. The U-boat is 


believed to have been sunk in the Mediterranean. 
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Additional Note by Captain U-boats 


As no date is given for when the prisoners 

were taken to Gibraltar, it is possible that 
they are members of the crew of U 74, As 

U 74 did not answer on 21 May the first request 
for a situation report, it may be assumed. in: 
the absence of other information that the boat 
was lost before this date, 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 


9 June 1942 


ieeea, © 83 CP 8120, 
81 CP 7190, 
D7 CE 770, 
453 CO 9350, 
CO 9210, 

431 CO 6780, 
ECS Wo: 
5o> Cu 9510. 


Ig). / « 


TI. a) Same as on previous day. 


ie ee ere eye 
NI Bo 
WW 
KA 


b) Same as on previous day. 


mea) U 81; 0127 CP 7422 convoy, westerly course, 
: speed 8-10 knots. 
Oet5 ©P 71c4 convoy. 
0350 CP 7184 3 steamers, 2 escort 
vessels, westerly course, 
speed 8 knots. 


b) 0820 CO 9217 1 escort vessel, easterly course. 
0847 CP 7412 3 escort-vessels, 1 steamer, 
easterly course. yee 
1032 CP 5431 1 steamer, course : 
0835 @imeeoe Force i, course 260°, speed 18-20 


knots, : i 

1330 CH 8192 Force H, course 270", speed 24 
knots. + 

1500 CH 8132 1 Sees course 45°, speed 24 
KnoUsa 


1100 CO 5989 2 escort vessels, 1 steamer, 
westerly ourse, 
1438 CP 7521 1 escort vessel, 1 tanker, 
course 270°. 
1841 CP 7284 5 escort vessels, 3 steamers, 
course 90°.. 
0620 CP 7421 7 steamers (2 on fire), 1 escort 
vessel, 3 guardboats, stopped. 
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IV; 


Vi. 


0657 CO 9215 3 patrol vessels, course 0°, 
0700 CO 8332 2 patrol vessels, course 90°. 


c) 1615 CO 9243 Brittioh aimeratt tevertcd 
surfaced U-boat, course 290°, 
0341 C® 9368 British airerary ve xerted 
surfaced U-boat, 
1200 CP 5668 Haifa reported surfaced U-boat, 


d) 2130, 1 destroyer put out from Gibraltar for 
the east. 


ea/ 


U 331 (Thiessenhausen) reported by short signal 
five M.T.B.s on an easterly course at 1305 in 

CO 9135. The boats have been informed that during 
the night of 9/10 June our E-boats are operating 
against a convoy reported by radio intercept 
service and that they may, therefore, enteruGa. 
operational area of our U-boats. 


At 0127, U 81 (Guggenberger) reported a convoy 

in CP 7422 on a westerly course, spced 8-10 knots. 
"Guggenberger" shadowed the convoy and reported it 
in CP 7184 at 0315. At 0350, "Guegenbereenm™ 
reported: 

"Convoy, 3 steamers, 2 escort vessels asscmoplegaams 
CP 7184, westerly course, speed 8 knots. Am with- 
drawing to the north, May I operate in CO 92?" 


The boats received freedom of action in CO 92, 
a), b) Pa Ae 


a) Mediterranean Operational Order No.5 has been 
issued for the special operation to be under-~ 
taken off Port Said by U 561 (Bartels) on the 
instructions of Flag Officer Naval Command. 
(As in reference number 299 S.0.s only.) 


With reference to the choice of the sca area 

to be mined the following considerations were 

discussed: 

1) There are no détails available of the effeeue 
of the first minelaying operation on the 
outward route from Port Said. Both from the 
British directions for approaching Port Sau 
and from the sailing directions, the boats 
are to strive to reach decp water by the 
shortest possible route from the approach 
buoy. Jt is assumed that the cnemy, suspect ime 
mines, will be exerting himseli (0 Swecpeaae 
outward route to have it in use again as soon 
as possible, It is possible to deviate to the 
west and cast away from the approach buoy 
temporarily or for a longer period. The new 
mines to be laid must, thereforc, also 
threaten the possible cnemy diversion routes, 
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2) The area mined in the April operation, for 
MecsoMeowe: Sarciys cannot be re-entered mon 
further minelaying. Any new minelaying 
operation must keep at least three miles 
away from the first minefield to avoid 
endangering the U-boat. laying the mines, 


3) We are restricted by the number and type of 
mines at our disposal, T.M.C. mines can 
only be used in a depth of water up to 30 
meters, T.M.B. mines only in a depth of 
water up to 20 meters. 


4) Having compared the rival claims of 1 - 3 
the following solution has been reached: 


a) For the next minelaying operation: 


1) Strengthening of the minefield 
already laid on the outward route 
north of the existing minefield so 
as to cover any route due west of the 
Gxmisting Mined arca;y Only T.M.C. mines 
can be used because the water is 30 
meters deep, 


2) Using T.M.B. mines in water.less than 
20 meters deep to mine a route leading 
to the west and northwest, roughly 
from the approach buoy, 
b) For the operation next but one: 


Same. solution. as in a) but east and 
northeast of the mined area. 


(Signed) Kreisch, . 


OPS «1942 


S) 

1 Ob Von 
59 CP 7180, 
53 CO 6970, 
31 CO 6780, 
31 CO 9130, 
i Pec Ongn20's 


b) U 565 (Franken) put in to Spezia at 0910. 
IIe a) Straits south of Sardinia. 


b) Malta area, Tobruk-Crete~Alexandria area, 


OOS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ET, 


IVs 


4) Ue 1820 CO 9347 2 escort vessels, 1 patrol 
vessel, 2 Steamers. Cougs: 
280°, speed 7 knots. 

U 431: 2205 60 9256 cone. 

U 431: 0125 CO 925i conver. 

U 634 0730 CP 5957 1 escort vessel, 1 tanker; 
course 200°, . 


b) 1335 CO 4673 1 submarine, course 0°. 
1703 CO 9166 2 barges?, westerly course, 
1720 CO 9348 2 escort vessels, 3 patrol 
vessels, 2 freighters, course 90°, 
1745 CP 7129 1 destroyer, 1 M.IT.B., 2 tugs, 
2 small vessels, 1 freighter in 
tow, easterly course, 


c) 1915 CO 9215 U-boat attacked by aircraft. 
di) 5 Col aay 


U 559 (Heidtmann) came upon the convoy and 
reported that it was in CP 7178 on a westerly 
course at 0700 and attacked it successfully. 

U 453 (Schlippenbach), U 559 (Heidtmann), U 81 
(Guggenberger), U 431 (Dommes) and U 331 
(Thiessenhausen) were ordered to operate on the 
convoy, U 81 and U 453 attacked and scored hits, 
U 453 (Schlippenbach) reported after the attack 
that he had two stern clectric torpedoes left 
and requested permission to return to Salamis. 
The boat was ordered to continue operating on 
the convoy. At 1945. "Schlippenbach" sent the 
following short signal: "Am making a diversion 
to the north'. Presumably because of defense 
measures, At 1820, U 81 (Guggenberger) reported 
2 freighters, 2 escort vessels.) | pat ols yea 
in CO 9347, U 331 (Thiessenhausen) has been 
damaged by bombing. He was ordered to start the 
return passage to Spezia at dawn on 11 June. 

The boats were informed that none of our E-boats 
will be operating during the night of 10/11 June, 
At 2205, U 431 (Dommes) gained contact with the 
convoy, attacked it swecesstully amd Trepermed 
again at Ole 


U 331. (Thiessenhausen) at 0248 requested a 
beacon signal from "Dommes", U 77 (Schonder ) 
was detailed to the area between the meridians 
of CO 6784 and CO 4135 acwhic aimee sene 
Northern limit is a line 30 miles from and 
parallel to the ceaat. 


An unintelligible short signal was received from 
U 83 (Kraus), (Probably Popert Gee ices 


U 453 (Schlippenbach) reported his position at 
0700 by short signal from CO 6974. Presumably he 
did not continue operating on the convoy during. 
the night. 
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V. a) U*559 (Heictwann) reported that he torpedoed 
a ae of 6000 GRT and a steamer of 4000 
CHT. The Genker is on fire, the steamer is 
beime sovea, A sinking tanker was observed in 
Cee 


U 453 (Schlippenbach) reported a fan fired at 
a freighter in CO 9359, hit heard. 


i ow (Guggenber ger ) reported having sunk a 
tanker of 6000 GRT, 


U 431 (Domes) reported having heard two hits 
len ieee Fan of four. 


According to air reconnaissance and these 
reports che present situation is as follows: 
iy "Gaggenber gor" has sunk a tanker of 6000 

GR4! he sinking was observed by "Heidtmann", 


2) "Heidtmann"has torpedoed a tanker of 6000 
GRT and a steamer of 4000 GRIT. According to 
a phovogranh the steamer was a cargo- 
ae passenger ship. While sinking 
(gem «mol. Or pOard, the crew was ten 
on poae a protective vessel. At 1745 the 
tanker was observed on fire by German air- 
erat cu: 


3) U 453 eRe iecn), amc U 43 1) paca Ss 
each torpcdoed a steamer. 


Ey ./: 
(Signed)  Kreisch. 
Ii June 1942 
aL. a) U 431 CO 6780, 
: C7 CO HOE.) 
Ue 231 CO oie, 
U 453 Co 6940, 
U 559 CP 7180, 
u 81 CP 7160, 
Uo © Pecuaer, 
Hew 205 .0utecme cron Salamis at 1600. 
epiolepUGmoneet om Pola ag 1900, 


II. a) Southern part of straits south of Sardinia, 
Wess Ob woavd amas, 


b) Malta area, Tobruk-Crete-Alexandria area, 
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Jas 


ce 


a) s/s 


b) 0825 CP 7357 1 steamer, course 270°. 
0830 CP 7342 1 steamer, course 240°, 
1120 CP 7279 1 escorueyes cei ms, steamers, 
course 230°, 
1045 CO 9126 2 destroyers, 1 escort vessel, 
a tanker , i fretenwers course 


aso 

1054 CO 9111 2 small naval vessels, easterly 
course, 

1825 CP 7281 2 M.T.B.s, course 0° | japced 
50 knots, 

1825 CP 7282 6 escort vessels, 3 steamers, 
stopped. 


0615 CP 7284 5 steamers, 6 escort vessels, 

’ course 2709, speed 10 knots, 

0730 CO G223mm destroyer , 2 steamers, 

course 270°, speed 8 knots, 
several escort vessels off 
Tobruk and Alexandria .in the 
forenoon, 


c) No time of origin: CO 6857 British aircrams 
reported: "Have attacked a U-boat with depth 
charges", 


d)wPoree H with a total cf 32 Unies put out from 
‘Gibraltar between 0200 and 0500. 


e) Italian Navy: 


1120 CN 9317 1 submarine, course 30°. 
1650 CO 3437 1 eiemecamer 
0430 CO 2569 1 submarine, 


U 453 (Schlippenbach) was ordered to go to 
Salamis for replenishing. The boats are no 
longer in contact, and were assigned the 
following attack areas: 


U 77 (Schonder) as ordered, - 

U 81 (Guggenberger) between the meridians 
of CO 9135 andecoueg2ie. 

U 431 (Dommes) between the meridians of 
CO 9354 and CO 9365, 


U 559 ate lence adjoining it as #ar as he 


meridian of CP 7185. 


Northern limit for all boats is a line 30 mides 
from and parallel to the coast. 


U 83 (Kraus) reported a tanker of 8000 GRT and 
an escort vessel in CP 5957. invaddia forma 
reported a success, Only 60 reundey ier, 


U 81 (Guggenberger) subsequently reported two 
unsuccessful attacks on the convoy because of 
torpedo failures, He reported that it was quite 
impossible to maintain close contact with the 
convoy, 
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U 431 (Dommes) was attacked by aircraft, whilst 
operating on the convoy and forced to submerge, 
Slightly damaged by bombs. As "Kraus" must soon 
return, thus leaving unoccupied the operational 
area in the Bastern Mediterranean where successes 
may be obtained, Captain U-boats hag made the 
following proposal to Flag Officer German Naval 
Command : 

"Tn view of Use successes, obtained within 
so short a time, I suggest that "another boat 
should operate in "Kraus"'s operational area.® 
"Schonder" is suggested for the operation because 
he is i OULIy supplied as well as being one of the 


most senior U-boat Commanders, so that he would 


provide the necessary drive for success, 
This proposal has been turned'down by the Flag 
Officer because of the es Slag Onl ana 


North Africa. 


a) U 83 (Kraus) reported: "Sinkings to date - 
peovecine es. 4000 GRY, carfo-carrying, schooner 
of 400 CRT, steamer of 6000 CRT ta a 
Sinking not observed,'! 


U 431 (Dommes) reported: -"After the fan 
reported in CO 9255, the damaged steamer was 
ouehiced. provably sunk, While in us Ula only 
4 more éscort vessels were detected, 


b) ve : ; “3 . 


(Signed) | Kreisch, 


ewoime 1942 


Ine 


83 CP 5970, 
559 CP 7190, 
431. CO 9360, ss, 
81 CO 9210, can a 
co 6780, 4 
453 CO 5380, 
331 CO 5220, 
205 C Ono 10, 
561 CJ 3720, 


192) ANee 


a) Straits south of Sardinia as far as Algiers, 
mevceu On sicily, 


ee Sie]. © See 
| 
Sa 


b) Same as on previous day. 
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Lids 


a) aes 


b) 0800 CO 2497 1 submarine, course 300°, 
1040 CO 5996 1 steamer, course 270°, 
1330 CP 7521 1 destroyer, southwesterly 
j course, 
1630 CO 9395 5 steamers, course 270°, 
. CO 9396 2 destroyers, course 270°, 
1705.CO 9868 1 steamer, course 90°, 
1715 CP 8184 2 cruisers?, southwesterly 
course, high speed, 
1715 CO 9348 convoy, course 275°, (1 cruiser, 
9 escort vessels, 4 steamers), 
1845 CO 9228 convoy. 
0615 CP 7412 the same convay, course 90°, 
0620.CO 9128.1 steamer, 2 escort vessels, --- 
northerly course, 
0630 CP 7513 2 fast motor minesweepers, 
-  § guardboats, course 90°, 
0645 CO 6798 3 small coasting vessels, 
— course 270°, 


¢). 0303 Alexandria transmitted:. U-boat, sub- 


merged in CO 9392, 
0550 Alexandria transmitted: U-boat sur- 
faced in CO 9132, 


d), @) ./. 
At 1730 a convoy on a course of 275° was sighted 


in CO 9342, "Schonder" and "Guggenberger" were 
erdered to operate on the convoy, The boats were 


notified by Command Post Derna that our E-boats 


will operate on this tee: and so they may 
appear west of 26° 30! E, Flag Officer German 
Naval Command assumes that it is a Malta convoy 
ant that the course may be altered to the north- 
west during the hours of darkness. The boats 
must immediately report all information for the 
Keboats! use, . 


U 431 (Dommes) reported at 0039: "Contacted 
the convoy in CO 9316, southeasterly course, 
very large steamers", At 0226 the boat reported:. 
"My pasition 9325, according to hydraphone 
bearing the convoy is in 9329, with aircraft", 
"Dommes" reported at 0253: igus pect that the 
Malta convoy has turned about. Enemy speed over 
12 knots. No contact in CO 9329", At 0403 U 437 
reported: ‘"Two torpedoes left after an 
unsuccessful fan to»night. No contact in 

CO 9361", 


U 83 (Kraus) reported by short signal: "2m 
moving my %perational area to the north from 

the attack area ordered", It is presumed that he 
wishes to use his last rounds on unescorted 
coasters, a course which is approved, 
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a. 


it, 


U 559 (Heidtmann) was ordered to report whether 
the boat requires a long refit as, if not, it 

is intended to send him to Salamis for 
replenishing and for a short rest. 

'Heidtmann" reported: "Starboard motor needs 
changing, forward periscope shaft required - 
ready in Pola - six torpedoes, request permission 
to return", The boat received orders to start 
return passage to Pola, while remaining south of 
32° Nas far as the meridian of Sidi Barrani so 
as to be able to continue operating against the 
trait ie, 2 


Pome 7 7 scemoncer) has sunk a "Hunt" class 
destroyer in CO 9131. 


ee. 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 


b) 331 put in to Messina at 1GOs. 


U 

U 

U 

U7 

esol iCen 110, 
U 

U 

U 

U 

U 


a) Same as on previous day. 
b) Same as on previous day. 


a) U 559: 0100 CO 9226 convoy, Be Beco 
course, 
U 559: 0130 CO 9223 convoy, course 280°% 
)  Wieiispeca. 
Weel 0100 CO 9253 convoy on hydrophone 
eae ea ; ae 
eo 6) CO 922272, eccoren Vessels, Cou 
: la 300°, speed 16 knots. 
U 559: 0250 CO 6778 convoy y course 300°, 


speed 16 knots. 
U 205: 0533 CO 6793 new convoy, westerly 
: course, 


») 0545 CO 6798 8 cruisers, 1 dummy 


destroyers, 24 Sakae 6 
freighters, 1 tanker, course 
260", 
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0550 CO 6791 convoy. 

0640 CO 6791 convoy, course 270°, 

0705 CO 6758 convey, course 270°, 

0720 CO.6757 convoys 

0800 CO 5923 2 escort vessels, 1 steamer, 
course 90°, 

0900 CH 9317 1 battleship, 2 aircraft carriem se 
5 cruisers, 20 destroyers, 6 
steamers, easterly course, Contact 
was maintained continuously until 
0142, course 190°, speed 12 knots. 

1145 CO 5923 3 escort vessels, 1 steamer, 
making for Tobruk, 

1145 CO 6777 2 escort vessels, 1 steamer, 
westerly course, 

1226 CO 9371 4 escort vessels, 1 steamer, 
westerly course, 

1223 CP 7276 1 eruiser, 32 other units, Comme. 

; : 285°, high speed. 

1225 CP 7274 convoy of 10 units, making for 

Alexandria, 

2000 the large westbound convoy in CO 930i 
at 2100 Tneeo, Oo aier 

O130 CO 9223) 0300 Ce ie 

0550 CJ 7418 1 battleship, 2 aircraft carriers, 
4 cruisers, ? destroyers, 6 
steamers, course 90°, 

0730 CH 9326 1 destroyer, 1 cruiser, 1 steamer, 
course 270°, i 


ce) 0512 CO 6882 aircraft reported to Alexandria: 
"One surfaced U-boat". 


dam. 
e) Italian Navy: 


1345 CK 9755 1 submarine, 
1940 CO 3431 1 submarine, course 315°. 
0415 CK 7211 1 silomearinc. 


IV. U 431 (Dommes) has successfully attacked an armed 
sailing vessel flying the British man-of-war ensign 
in CO 9355. Presumably a Submarinesceco,, 


At 1315 in CO 5682 a Ju 88 attacked a submarine, 
Admiral Aegean suspects that one of our own boats 
has been attacked. 


U 205 (Reschke) and U 559 (Heidtmann), who may be 
in the neighborhood of the grid square mient1cmeam 
were ordered to report their positions. Both 
Signals were received, 


U 205 (Reschke) was ordered to occupy the area 
between the meridians of CO 9365 and CP 7185 as 
his attack area. A powerful convoy on a westerly 
course in CP 7412 was spotted at 1720 by air 
reconnaissance, All boats were set on to it. U 559 
(Heidtmann), U 81 (Guggenberger) and U 205 
(Reschke) contacted this convoy, "Reschke" 
attacked and heard one hit, 
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At 0533 "Reschke" reported: "New convoy on 
hydrophone bearing in 6793, easterly course, 
Forced to submerge because of aircraft", 


U 431 (Dommes) reported that he has fired all 
his torpedoes and requested permission to return 
to Spezia, The boat received orders to return, 


"Kraus" has started return passage to Spezia, 


Vv. a) U 83 (Kraus) has sunk a ship of 500 GRT, 
carrying a cargo of ammunition, at entrance 
EOmiramoli sarpor , 


"Kraus" has now destroyed 20 enemy vessels. 


U 205 (Reschke) fired a fan against a convoy, 
Pewee crea tiau me heard one hit, | 


[nO ere « 


Note: The following report was received from 
the Italian Navy: "An agent reported that, 
because of recent sinkings in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, auxiliary sailing vessels 
carrying fuel between Tripoli and Cyprus are . 
now believed to be escorted by patrol vessels, 


* 2 


(Signed)  Kreisch, 


14 June 1942 


ad daddddaddada 
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b) 453 put in to Salamis at 0815, 


II. a) Straits south of Sardinia, 
b) Malta area, Crete-Tobruk-Alexandria area, 


ive a) +/¢ 


O7C0 1 2 cruisers, 15 destroyers, 3-4 
aos = steamers up to 10,000 tons, 2, 
steamers 1, 000-3 , 000 tons, 10 
escort vessels, course 300° 
formation etel345, course 360°, 
=O A8 a 
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17OL formatiouwuece 56 ue 

SZ CO 53710, 

2002 CO 5256 coumcene 7 0-F 

2240 CO 5163 convoy, course 270°, 

0810 CJ 7425 Force H, contact was maintained 
CONUIMNCuSIY. 

2100 Force H’has started to return, 

0400 Alexandria convoy has started to return. 
Strength still 40 unite, inclae 
ding 8 cruisers. Proceeding in 
2 £roupse 


@), d) ee 
6) italiane lew: 


0915 CK 7379 1 ‘sulpmaraccen 
1730 CJ 7365 1 siimarimes 


German Navy: 


2124 CO 5257 large convoy, course 260°, 
speed 14 knots, 

0131 CO 5159 large convoy, course 0°. 

0251 CO 5152 1 cruiser, 5 deatmo ero. 

' course 100°, speed 15 knots. 


IV. U 77 (Schonder) reported that, having sustained 
a heavy depth charge attack, he is only clea 
with restrictions and requested permission to 
return to Salamis. Boat received orders to 
proceed to Salamis. 


. dtalian naval forces Were set on to the Come. 
spotted yesterday and presumably bound for 
Malta, The boats already homeward bound (U 559 
(Heidtmann) and_U 431 (Dommes)) were ordered 
not to cross 22° E to the west and to avoid 
Italian naval forces which have sailed to 
attack the convoy, 


At 2325 the boats received the following order: 


To all boats, 

1) Large convoy, 2 cruisers, 15 destroyers, 
30 steamers, 10 escort vessels au 1700 wae 
in CO 5610 and 5370, course 300°, moderate 
speed. The convoy has been attacked 
repeatedly by German Air Force. 2 Steameray 
1 destroyers, 1 cruiser unable to maneuver 


ime eO 53707 


2) All boats will operate on the damaged ships 
of the convoy in CO 5379 until. they have 
used ‘up their torpedoes, Boats must not pass 
west of the meridian in 5166. All boats, 
except for "Dommes" and "Kraus", Wall repoe: 
their positions! By short sigmaa. 


Mecordingeto 42 teleprint message from Naval War 
Staff, there is a danger that a Dan@ing “on 
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Crete may be attempted by this convoy, Admiral 
Aegean asked how many boats east of 20° E could 
Operate on this convoy. He was informed that 
there are 3 boats available. Our E-boats will 
operate on the convoy. The U-boats have been 
notified, 


After dark "Heidtmann" re-bransmifted the radio 
message he had already sent in the forenoon at 
0620 but which was not received in Rome or 
Salamis, 


He reported that there are 8 cruisers and more 
than 12 escort vessels with the convoy and that 
the illumination of the convoy by aircraft in 
the night of 13/14 June handicapped every 
U-boat attack, 


The position reports requested of the boats were 
received, 


At 0437 "Dommes" reported: "A large patch of oil, 
some wreckage in CO 5379, am searching further 
east", 


U 77 (Schonder) reported at 0604: "Searched 
CO 5370 and 5610, 5379 full of heavy Diesel 
oil - am searching further to the southeast", 


U 431 (Dommes) reported at 0658: "Drifting 
‘motor landing barge in 5613", 


We ye 0) ./. 


4 


(Signed)  Kreisch. 


b) 331 put in to Spezia at 1700. | 
B72 and Mo7 put oul meron ts pezia at 1730, 


O7 Daeein to Spezia at 0050, 


U 
Uae 

ia) \ 

U 

U 

U 559 CO 5210, 
U 

U 

U 

U 

U 


fied) otraits south of Sardinia,.westwards as far 
as radius of action allowed, 


pb) Straits south of Sardinia, Ionian Sea, Malta 
area, Cyrenaica-Crete area, 
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ITI. a) U 81: 0600 CO 6942 convoy, course @? 
speed le knots, 


b) 1350 CO 5355 northern group of Alexandria 
convoy, course 90°™maus @oI5 
southern group CON>622. 

1700 CO 6414 southern group, mean course 
eastsoutheast. 

1945 CO 6415 Alexandria convoy (1 dummy 
battleship), 7 cruisers 
‘ineluding one (Ong ier 8 
destrovers, one on fire, also 
16 escort vessels, 3 patrol 
vessels, 1 tanker, 5 freightiermey 
course 90°, 

1710 CN 2929 convoy oh lo) uae 

? freighters, 16 naval craft, 
Course 90. m 

2000 CN 3488 convoy. 

0545 CO 6834 & cruisers, 6 merchant ships, 
17 destroyers and escort 
VeSeelc., 

0655 CP 7284 1 steamer with escort vessels, 
course 150°, 


e) 0950 CO 5564 from. British aircraft: 

"2 surfaced U-boats, course 110°, 
speed 10 knots", 

1850 CO 5965 from British aireres ue 
"2D surfaced U-boats", 

0442 CO 9219 from British airvere: c 
"1 surfaced U-boat, course 110°, 
speed 6 knots. 

0600 CO 5377 from British aircraft: 
") surfaced U-boat", 


ce 
e) Italian Navy: 


1520 CN 2678 6 cruisers, 12 destroyers, 
2 steamers, course 70°, speed 
1D Knees 


German E-boats: 
0325 CO 6573 Aléxandria convey, 


INE The homeward--bound boats and U 81 (Guggenberger) 
and U 205 (Reschke) are remaining east of 22° 
because of the operations now being carried out 
by Italian naval forces, No shadowers!' reports 
have been received from the boats, Air reconn- 
aissance at 0415 contacted a convoy (20 ships) 
in CO 5248, course S0-100° and@a5 0437 ice 
5222 15 shipsSe course 00>. 


"Reschke" and "Guggenberger", the only boats in 
full operational readiness, have been allotied 
CO 5610 and 5370 as attack™arees To anvemeey. 
the convoy which is probably on a reciprocal 
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course, If the convoy continues on an easterly 4 
course, it is doubtful whether. the boats will 
reach their positions in time. Several rubber 
fea ce (German aircraft crash landings in the 
sea) were spotted by our air reconnaissance in 
the area east of 22% E, The boats were directed 
to look out for them and to take the crew on 
board. Up to the present it has not been 
possible to obtain a clear picture of the - 
convoy's behavior from aircraft shadowers! ”' 
reports, At 1600 "Kraus" made contact in 

CO 5623. The enemy is proceeding at a moderate 
speed on an easterly course, At 1555 "Heidtmann" 
reported: "The convoy at 1430 was in CO 5622 on 
a southeasterly course. At 1550 what was 
presumed to be a torpedo hit was seen (probably 
caused by a torpedo or a bomb, dropped by air- 
craft), vessel sank.’ At 1700 "Kraus" reported 
the convoy in CO 5634 on a southeasterly course. 
He was lying astern of the convoy. At 1900 
"Kraus" reported that he had lost contact, The 
convoy at 1830 was in 6410, course 120°, © 
according to hydrophone bearing. In order to 
make sure of intercepting a possible alteration 
of course to the west by the convoy, in another 
effort to win through, it is intended to have 
the convoy illuminated by flares dropped by air-~ 
eraft until 2300. The boats have been notified 
Cie this plan, | : 


At 2020 "Guggenberger" was in CO 6447 and saw 
anti-aircraft fire bearing 60° true, 


On account of the operations by Italian naval 
forces scheduled for 16 June, the boats were 
withdrawn as far as 23° 30! EH and confined to’ 
the east of this longitude, 


At 2320 in CO 6572 "Reschke" contacted the 
convoy, steering a course of 80°, At 0138 a. 
report of a success was received from "Reschke", 
The bringing-up of "Guggenberger" and "Reschke" 
was after all a successful move, 


‘Kraus" in CO 5688 has rescued 7 airmen forced 
down into the sea, "Dommes" has rescued the crew 
ena Do 24nd of a Ju 88. 


"Reschke" reported that he had been forced back | 
and that the convoy was steering a course of 80”, 


"Kraus" has engine trouble and one Diesel clear 
formed caorteuime only. 


At 0438 "Guggenberger" contacted the convoy in 
CO 6836, at 0600 he reported it in CO 6942 on a 
Gourse 1 140°, 


CONFIDENT LAL 


The Italian Navy issued the following informa- 
tion that no Italian naval forces would be 
operating on 16 June and that the homeward- 
bound boats might proceed accordingly. "Schonder" 
was ordered to proceed to Salamis, "Dommes" and 
"Kraus" to Spezia and "Heidtmann" to Pola, as 
there was no point in allowing these boats to 
continue operating as they either had no 
torpedoes left ("Dommes" and "Kraus") or were 
damaged. It has proved worth-while to have had 
them on shadowing and air/sea rescue operations. 


U 97 (Burgel) is returning to Spezia because one 
of the crew has broken his arm and because oil 
supplies must be renewed as a result of heavy 
rolling in ground swells. 


ve, a) U 431 (Dommes) at 0844 reported sinking a 
motor barge. (The cargo was an M.T.B. engine 
in. packing cases). U 205 (Reschke) has sunk 
one of the convoy's cruisers with three 
torpedoes, 


According to a report received by the Italian 
Navy from an agent, the British tanker 
"Bocene" (4216) was torpedoed in the Eastern 
Mediterranean on the night of 20/21 May. This 
is probably the tanker that "Dommes" hit with 
two torpedoes on 20 May at 2019, ; 

' (See War Diary of 20 May under V.a) 


ey, 


(Signed) Kreisch, 
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Comments 
on 


bee Deputy Hlae Oiticer German Naval 
Command Italy on the War Diary of 
Se eat Usboavs ior the period from 
i to 50 June, 1942.” 


During the month of June the number of boats 
on operations was relatively high, and the 
facilities for speedy replenishing of 
torpedoes in Salamis proved advantageous. 


The resultant sinkings achieved are satisfactory. 


The following were sunk or. torpedoed: 


ie U 77 1 "Hunt" class destroyer sunk. 

Dy .U 8 1 tanker of 6,000 G.R.T. sunk. 

Ey WU 97 IMiwcioazer of 2,000 G.A.T. sunk. 
ieeenscwpot 2,000 G.R.2. Sunk. 

iy U 8S 5 freighters of 4,600 G.R.T. sunk. 
Peseilingesmips of 400 G.R.T. sunk. 
Ietomeer Of 6,000 G.R.T. torpedoed. 

EyeueecO> i "Glasgow" class cruiser sunk. 
1 freighter torpedoed. 

EysU 451 | freighter sunk, 
1 motor ferry barge of 100 G.R.T. sunk. 
2 freighters torpedoed. 

By U 559 1 tanker of 6,000 G.R.T. sunk. , 
1 freighter of 4,000 G.R.T. torpedoed. 

By U 455 1 


freighter torpedoed, probable sinking 
noises, . 
ieiweishter torpedoed: 


No remarks on the disposition of the boats. - 
It corresponded to instructions and to the 
situation. 


The suggestions for the minelaying operation 
off Port Said are approved. 


The U-boat operations on the Tobruk convoy 

on 10 June and on the Malta convoy on 14/15 June 
deserve recognition. Cf thewsi1< bears, When 
were set on the Malta convoy, two were in a 
state of only limited operational readiness, 

as a result of previous damage; two had no 
more torpedoes, and only two boats were neuen 
ready for action. Apart from the success - 

one cruiser was sunk - the reliable shadowers' 
feports and the rescue of 4 aircraft crews merit 
special attention. 


U 652 has been lost as a result of bombing. ia 
the prevailing circumstances it was Nove ooss ole 
to bring the boat in. Thus the rescue of the 


crew by U 81 and the sinking of U 652 were juleni tiled. 
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to Captain wenger) an aeeem 

have the boat towed in by U 81. The 
from cnemy aircraft however compelled | 
attempt to be abandoned. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
i6 June, 1942 


ai a) U 81 CO 6830, 
205 CO 6490, 
431 CO 5360, 
561 CO 5360, 
83 CO 5370, 
5260, 
77 CO 2980, 
372 CI 5490, 
97 CJ 1390, 


Se -Soeaqcqaqaaes 
on 
on 
© 
eS 
© 


ree bul tbo Spezia at LoO00. 
ie. a) Straits south of Sardinia. 


b) Sicilian Channel, area from Malta to 
the southern point of Greece, Tobruk - 
Crete - Alexandria area. 


meee) U 451; 0805 CO 6471 5 M.T.B.s, southwesterly 
COMIGES © 
esd; ile GOseG97 6 escort vesselss course 
102°, speed 15 knots. 


b) 0840 off Port Said 9 steamers at anchor. 
me hen CO 2352 V1 terchant shiv on fire. 
i242 CN 2492 1 steamer, 1 warship, course 180°. 
1435 CP 7119 Alexandria convoy, course 1000 
soactuei rom it tm CP 7114 6 escort 
Vessels, course 100°. 
1805 CO 1468 1 submarine . 
1820 CP,717€ 1 steamer; course 270°, speed 
INO) Vege. s 
MeoO8Cr 72/70 Latest shadower's report on 
Alexandria convoy. 
Oee- 0) 27422 | cruiser, 4 destroyers, 
course 500°, specd 14 knots. 
O2o-2)C) 7o55 I ecruiser, course 270°, 
speed é2 knots. 


@mlloo CO 6894 British aircraft transmitted: 
/ "Alu over enemy U-boat". 
PAomoO 69535 Ber tish Baircrart vransmitted: 
"Am over enemy U-boat". 
1500 CO 9393 British aircraft transmitted; 
"Surfaced U-boat". 


e) Italian Navy: 


Pero One ecole lecruiser, 2 destroyers; course oe 
speed 20 knots. - 


Ie Wmeescenman Air Borce maintained contact until 


dusk with the convoy which has returned to 
Alexandria: the reconnaissance aircraft 
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abandoned shadowing once the convoy was on 
the inward route. Of the U-boats, U 8l 
(Guggenberger) made contact. At) 215 we 
reported 6 escort vessels GnCO 06] seer 
102°, speed 15 knots. Accordime, vo 2n oan 
reconnaissance report, thesaeveseoCum eco ms. 
were separate from the convoy. 


U 431 (Dommes) reported 3 escort vessels on 

a southwesterly course in CO 6471 at O805. 
Probably they are some of OUr oma Doss 
returning from the operazion. At 2017, ai Ges 
the convoy was discovered by the German Air 
Force on the inward route to Alexandria and 
no shadowers! reports were received from the 
boats, they received the following orders: 
Guggenberger and Reschke:- operate on the 
returning convoy. Do not proceed further 
east than the meridian of (Cre loo, If ne 
contact is made, occupy attack areas. - 
Reschke between the meridians of CO 6784 and 
CO soi Se, Guggenberger east of there as far 
as the meridian of CO 9215. Northern limite 
line 30 miles from and parallel to the coast. 


Ale Be oe 


b) U 74 (Friedrich) is reported missing for 
the first time. Boat put out from Spezia 
on 25 April and last reported on 2 May. 
Date of loss is not known, it is between 
2 and 21 May. Fate of the crew.completely 
uncertain. 

U 652 is reported missing for the second 

time with effect from 2 June 1942. Boat 
was so badly damaged by bombs that it had 
to be stnmk in 7@0 G75e. All the crew was 
saved and taken on by U 81. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


i? June, (1942 


i. a) 81 C0 G3e0; 
209 CO S204 
561 CP 41g 
U7? Ch e226- 
431 CO beso, 
1550% 
999 CO 13540, 
ole CJ 9b40; 
oC oe Or. 


ofe put in Go Messana au aaa. 
77 put in to Salamis at Oaio. 


Ged ddddddaad 
(ee) 
CN 
OE 
Oo 
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TAs 


Te 


By. 


Wil. 


a) Straits south of Sardinia, Algerian coast 
as far as Alpiers, 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, Crete -. 
' Tobruk - Alexandria area. 


ev hana ¢ 


b) 0820 CP 7276 2 destroyers, 3 steamers, 
ieteanier, cemmse os0°, 
0845 CP 7282 1 warship, course 150°, 
Speed 8 knots. 
1025 CP 7261 2 destroyers, 2 steamers, 
course 225°, 
0940 CO 9125 6 guardboats, 8 steamers, 
course 150°, 
1207 CO 9162 6 guardboats, 8 steamers, 
Course 200% 
OO eOn 2656) cruiser, 4 destroyers, at 
1800 in CH 9295, course 270°, 
1720 CH 9654 1 tanker, course 60°. 
ihe omeies20, 5 eruisers, course 270°. 
O715 CP 7267 2 destroyers, 4 steamers, 
' course 240°, 


EC) ay 


d) 1000 the "Malaya", the "Fagle", the "Argus": 
uSOO One cruiser in tow put in to Gibraltar. 
ie2o The "Scuthnampton” listing, put in to port. 


e) Italian Navy: 


0830 CJ 3996 1 submarine. 

MOOO CJ 3949 1 submarine. 

1950 CH 9531 2 destroyers, 1 unidentified 
Umi course 270°. 


Proceeding from east to west, U 205 (Reschke) 
foelgos im CO 9256 contacted the convoy from 
Tobruk, which was intercepted by our air 
reconnaissance during the day. He did not manage 
to attack. Memecay lost contact au 2102. 
ebetea Miss im GO 9264 on one of the destroyers 
following the convoy, the boat had used up all 

its torpedoes. After the attack it was forced 
tomeubmerge by aircraft. Boat was ordered to 
SonGe Dpez1a. 


a) According to a radio intercept report from 
the Italian Navy the Norwegian steamer 
gtemlLonse 7027 G.R.T.) was sunk off Port 
Said. iumeome Upposed tmat the ship hit a 
mine laid by U 561 (Bartels). 


lope es/ « 


1600 Captain U-boats took off for Taormina 
and Messina for passage in U 83 from Messina 
to Spezia. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 
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emu ne., 


I. 


i, 


lil. 


Vs 
V. 


a) 


e) 


aCOqaeceoe, See ceee eG 
HS 
es 
}H 


Loae 


561 CP 4190, 
205 CO 6870, 
81 CO 9210, 
559 CO 1380, 
372 CI 9890, 
OF Oi cece. 
83 CJ 9820, 
CJ 9820. 


4535 put out from Salamis at 1750. 
} put out from Messina at 1825. 
ove put out from Messina at Os500. 
put in to Messina at O”720.. 


97 put in to Messina at 0835, put out to 
sea at 2010. 


ee 


Sicilian Channel, Malta area, Tobruk - Alexandria - 
Crete area. 


Shc 


0910 CO 9394 6 patrol vessels. 

0940 GO 9394 8 small naval vessels, 6 steamers, 
course 90°, 

0720 CP 8159 1 warship, 2 steamers, 1 Usmieew 
course 0°, 

0735 CP 7287 convoy of 6 steamers, course set 
for Alexandria. 

0740 CP 7282 2 cruisers, 4 destroyers, 10 steamers, 
1 tanker, course 270~, 


0500 CO 1824 1 British submarine located by 
direction find ima 


The following put in to Gibraltar: 1 minelaying 
cruiser, after-deck awash, at 1600: 1 "riji" 


class cruiser at 1700: 1 "Dido" class cruiser 

ug 1L/ GiGi 1 "Cairo" class cruiser and 2 destroyers 
at 2050. 

we 


Nothing to report. 


a) 


b) 


iho 


We must presume U 568 (Lt. S.G. Preuss) lost. 

The boat put out from Spezia on operations on 

el May, put in to Messina on 265 May and put ous 
from there under escort on 24 May. In spite of 
several requests, the boat did not report. Apart 
from the report of sailing from Messina, no réeperge 
have been received. There are no clues which might 
indicate the cause of the boat's loss. 
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VEE 


er 


Captain U-boats put out from Messina 
re Wess ate es0 for Spezia. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


SE ire or pal 


iw? June, 1942 


IA 


i. 


oe. 


HY . 


a) 


GS & eS) ee ea ekes, 
oN) 
~~] 
~wO 
C2 
© 
fk 
i<e) 
fk 
O 


Som-00 UY 45) put in to Spezia at 0700. 
a) Straits south of Sardinia. 


Pyecicily - Crete area, Malta area, from 
Tobruk - Crete - Alexandria area. 


Bei a / « 


b) 0510 CO 5982 3 destroyers, CO 5985, 3 escort 
vessels, 1 steamer, making for 
Mol oneter 
WeeencP 7265 1 Steamer, course 300°. 


©) 0925 CP 8123 British aircraft reported 
one U-boat. —- 
ol? CP 5769 British aircrart reported 
Suomersrne U-boat . ~ 


d) 2300 3 destroyers, 1 steamer, put out from 
Gibraltar. Cerrceeimeei ina be. 

From O800 no Italian U-boats will be operating 

moe oc lexandria - Tobruk area. 

U 81 (Guggenberger) was ordered to the attack 

area between the meridians of CO 6784 and CO 9554; 

northern limit is line 30 miles from and parallel 

wOomune coast. At 0740 in CP 7282 10 steamers, 

1 tanker, 2 cruisers, 4 destroyers, course 270° 

were sighted by the Italian Air Force. It is 

possible that they are trying to take this convoy 

to Malta. it has been proposed to Flag Officer 

German Naval Command to set the outward bound 

boats (U 97 Burgel, U 372 Neumann, and U 453 

Schlippenbach) west of 22° 30' E (probable night's 

pugeor Une convoy). As few clues exist to indicate 

that the convoy is bound for Malta, but as there 

are indications that Tobruk will be evacuated, 

Flag Officer German Naval Command Italy has directed 

tjaat the boats be sent as quickly as possible to 
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east of Sollum Bay. The following attack areas 

are occupied by the boats:- Area between the 
meridians of CO 9217 and 9557 in Unceterie aa 

Orden = Burgel, Neumann, Schiippenbach in 

north - south patrol lanes of equal width: 

Northern limit is a line 30 miles from and paralied 
to the coast. 

Neumann reported that he was pursuing a "submarine" 
in CO 27 and asked Reschke for a position report, 

U 205 (Reschke) reported a "submarine" in CO 27am 
Probably U 372 (Neumann) has been pursuing U 205 
(Reschke). 

U 81 (Guggenbderger) reported at 1925, "Unsuccessful 
ateback on convoy 1myCr 7 742o. Another torpedo 
failure because of tube deformation. Umi aaa 
operate as a result of damage and defects. Commenced 
return passage. 1 electric torpedo, 30 Gbm = 

From the radio message it is not evident when and 

on what course the convoy Wasmsis 5 -ce It mays 
the convoy which was sighted by the Italian Air Force 
at O740. U 81 (Guggenberger) was asked when and on 
what course the convoy was sighted. | The Commander 
of U 83, Lt. (S.G.) Kraus, was awarded the Knight's 
Cross by the Fuehrer. 


ve eI 


(Stened) Vhreisea. 


Rag gh SEE AR MEL Sr ee RR eR a DS AE i pment atl 


20 SUSE 1942 


le a) 


ie. eS ere a 
C 
~) 
00 
Q 
oO 
on 
O 
O 
oO 


b) a ae 
iT a a) Straits south of Sardinia. 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, Tobruk - Alexandria - 
Haifa = Creve sais. 


III. a) U 453: 0430 CO 6789 M.T.B. 1 "Q"-ship, course 90°. 


b) 0920 1 steamer putting in to Tobruk, 1 steamer 
putting out to sea. 
1115 CP 7282 4 guardboats,. course 150°. 
2320 CO 6772 several units, course 150°. 
O612 CO 9134 3 escort vessels, © steamers, casvelias 
course. 
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0645 CO 9135 1 escort vessel, 1 steamer, 
Gasterly course. 

0646 CO 6786 2 escort vessels, 1 steamer, 
easterly course. 

0650 CO 6725 2 steamers, easterly course. 

0640 CO 2255 3 small naval vessels, 
easterly course, 


) 6/. 
a) r./ 
e) Italian Navy: 


2oo0 CK 7214 1 submarine. 
OS0O7C) S7iS | submarine. 


HV. The town and harbor of Tobruk are in 
German hands. 
U 453 (Schlippenbach) at 0420 sighted M.T.B.s 
and one "Q"=ship in CO 6789, easterly COUPSE « 
Otherwise nothing to report. 


ve Ei we « 
iD) oe /-* 
VI. Captain U-boats in Spezia. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


es 


el June, 1942 


561 CP 4190, 
372 CO 9360, 
87 CO 9230, 
453 CO 9210, 
ico 1550, 
205 CJ 9820, 
559 CK 3760, 


Crea, Gee ere, 


Soo PUL im GomPpola at esd. 
ML. Semooreits soutmeor Sardinia. 


Pym ter iian Charmol, Malta area, Tobruk - 
: Crete - Cyprus - Alexandria area. 


iil. a) Bi 
bd) 0855 CP 7283 1 stz2amer, course 60°, 8 steamers 
off Alexandria, easterly course. 


0858 CP 7291 1 destroyer, 1 steamer, course 90°, 
O900 CP 7293 1 gunboat, 3 steamers, course 90°, 


“2607 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Be June, 


ie; 


is 


TL Dllive 


O71 CO 9261 1 escort vessel, easterl, Scour en 
O741 CO 9592 1 escort vessel, westerly course. 


O110 CO 9511 British a@ircratt Gromer op-e. 
"Am over enemy submarine". 


ys 
Italian Navy: 


CK 7929 1 submarine. 


U 561 (Bartels) reported special assignment carried 
OUlG. 
Otherwise nothing to report. 


a) 


bo) 


a) 


a 


Italian Navy passed on an agent's report of 

le June Loe2. 

Uncontrolled reports say that there are in 

the (Gibraltar) prisons and Europa Point 

26 German prisoners of war, who belong DTomaa 
crew of a U-boat sunk in the Mediterraneage 

Four more are Slightly wounded and are quartered 
in the hospital. See War Diary of 8 June 
under V.b). 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


ence SES SRS RE OR ee See ene Ss er A RN A 


1942, 


562 put out from Pola ap el -2.. 
81 put in to Messina at O800,) pauses 
to sea at 1810. 


Qa Sie ea ere tare, 
© 
1 
@ 
ey 
co 
(@8) 
tw 
O 


Straits south of Sardinia as far as Ateicws 


Sicilian Channel, Malta - Benghazi area, Souiee 
Crete - Alexandria area. 


ws 


0905 CO 7415 2 puamebeats. 

0950 CO 6778 1 steamer, course 90°. 

1025 CO 9388 1 steamer, course 90°. 

1050 CO 9268 and CO 9256 one Moiese. 26 Cac, 
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ie 


Vv. 


Va 


I. 


comes 
d) ./ 


©) Italian Navy: 


ietoeeN CoS 7 Wesubma rine: 
OOSe ecole Ie submearine.- 
Oise Co oe.o I submarine. 


U 561 (Bartels) was ordered to go to Augusta 
via Messina, there to reload for the next 
Special operation. 

In radio messages Series Nos. 22/529 and 
22/550 the extension of the area where 
anti-submarine measures are allowed (Zone D) 
off the North African coast - was passed 

on to the boats at sea. 

Wee on sccolippenbach) gent a short situation 
report without being requested to do so. 
Meweoborsca: "Patrol by M.T.B.s and fast’ 
Mer eMincsWocpers, moderate air activity. 
Nemerattie am CO 9159", . 

U 561 (Bartels) asked for entrancepoint "East" 
and Point S one. . Points were, transmitted 

ly Teeueliey, In view of the situation on the 
North African front we no longer expect 

enemy traffic west of the Mersa Matruh meridian. 
[Memoerevlous Opecracional arca of the U=boats 
Metmocem Moved SO miles to the east; Nave 
boats will now operate between the meridians of 
CO 9544 to CP 7184. 


me) / 


loneey 


Captain U-boats back from Spezia. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


ee eR SEES AER RS Oe ASSAY (PS A A NEE ES A SSS eT NS AP RD 


ewes 72 CP 770, 
97 CO 9390, 
453 CO 9340, 
2750, 
81 CJ 8390, 
562 CJ 3840, 


205 CJ 1590. 


eG Seecease 
Oi 
oO 
HH 
@ 
S 


COs pum GO Spczia ay O84. 
Pomoc roi se couun of Sardinia as far as Algiers. 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, Alexandria - 
Crete - Sollum areca. 
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TVee 


OGIO CP W206 


a 

2 

0210. CP “726i 

O85" CP 7S6an2 

1450 CO 2ézoue 
1810 CP 7425 2 small ships, course 270°, CP 72am 

a 

D 

S) 

al 

2 

V 


150 Ce i2 7 
0648 CP 7362 


O720 CP VeGe 


steamer, course 300°, CP 7286, 
small vessels, course 300°. 
steamers, course 300°. 

M.T.B.S, 2 steamers, course 135 8 
submarine, €oursesc/0ey 


guardboats, course 270°. 

steamers, course 310°. 
torpedoboats, 2 steamers, 1 Daas 
escort vessel, course 240°, 
steamers, 1 tanker isc come 
essel, course 270°, 


c) 1845 CO 9245 unknown British station reporee 


2 surfaced U-boats. 


The following proposal was made to Flag Officer | 
German Naval Command Italy by Captain U-boaduee 


alles 


I propose that two boats be left off Mersa 
Matruh and east of it because of the indefinite 
and probably slight traffic in the operaumen 
area and because of the unfavorable phasewommaa. 
MOO. Remainder of the boats will operate 

off the Syrian cessu. 


According to Kraus! observations @ large uve 
puts out from Haifa every second day yea. 
valuable traffic at other times, hardly saa 
detencec. 


Independently of the basic decision on ie 
I consider it advisable for (U 97) eumeem 
to operate only off the Syriam coast, 2 aae 


‘Commander, both watchkeeping officers andmea. 


Chief Quartermaster, end Class are neweand 

the assignment on the African coast on MOOTiaae as 
nights is gquite difficulteeneuce He will 
depart this evening, unless there is 42 Coun 
order. 


Request speedy returm of Lue Cdrieo- aa, 
Reply from Flag Officer was acu oimeq-= 


With reference radio message on the Subjecimas 
U-boat operauaciee 


=~ 


.l. As fighting has not yet ceased in North aaa 


and new operations commence tomorrow it 
is essential for all suitable boats to operate 
in the Mersa Matruh - Alexandria area. 


ao 
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2¢ I concur on the subject of Burgel 
under the special circumstances. 


3. Our E-boats will operate as far as: 
2o- 20° 9H Without previous notitication. 


poeoc. Cdr. Ocaragwill return in the next 
few days. 
U 97 (Blrgel) was directed to the area south 
of the parallel in CP 5588 and east of 
the meridian in CP 4954, as his new attack 
area, According to the observations of 
the boats which were engaged on a special 
Operation there and according to the 
Operations of U 83 this operational area 
appears to be rewarding, and promises 
Success. 
When U 97 has been withdrawn from his 
present operational area the eastern limit 
for Schlippenbach (and the western limit 
for Neumann) will be the meridian of 
CO 9364. 
Geeracicns 7.6. Dernea is no longer tuned 
in to the U-boat wave. 


(Suened )) Areisen. 


24 June, 1942 ; 


I. 


0) 


oor 2°50, 
o72 Ce 770, 
453 CO 9340, 
TiO D500, 
eo 1640, 
562 CK 4410, 
el. WOay Uses 


esa Spera 
On 
ey) 
k 


(ex 


81 put in to Spezia at 1245. 
Hen , @) Straits south of Sardinia. 


b) Malta area, Sidi Barrani - Alexandria - 
Crete area. 


oe a ae 


b) 1005 CP 7274 2 destroyers, 5 escort vessels, 
1 guardboat, 2 M.T.B.s, 
1 submarine, 5 barges. 6 
0720 CO 9684 1 M.T.Bs 5 steamers, course 270 . 
@750°CP 745e 2 escort vessels, 4 steamers, 
course 90°, 


-266-= 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Te 


Zoos wine 


ec) 2330 CO 4973 1 subwlarine by yadiom icc sein 
ad) The "Malaya" put out from Gibraltar. 
e) Italian Navy: 

1100 CO 7541 Dd subiieviiers 
U 77 (Schonder) has ccecupied the area between 
the meridians of CO 9555 and CO 9569. Northera 
limit a line 50 miles from and parallel tome. 


coast. 
Nothing to report. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


1942 


rca ig eS 


I. 


ie. 


PE 


IV. 


Ve 


a) U 97 CP 5760, 
S72 CR mie. 
453 CO 9340, 
77 CO 9560, 
562 CK 7220, 


Diet) esya0 ~. 


961 put in to Messina at 0820. 


OS Bega ce 


coast from Philippe valve Gos tiie 
bye 
a) tee 
b) In Mersa Matruh 1 escort vessel, 6 barges. 
1705 CO 935384 1 escort vessel, 1-damaged merchant 


ship, course 90°, speed 6 knomwem 
1720 CP 7421-1 escort vessel, course 270% 


Gc), die) ae 
Fothing to report. 
a) Ole 
(Signed) Kreisch. 


& ° 
* e 
a re er ee ee ee ee — 


26 June, 1942 


te 


a) U 97 CP 5760, 
U 372 CP Vivo: 
U 77 CO Gace. 
U 453 CO 9340, 
U 562 CO 7850. 


Deis 


=O 


CONFIDENTIAL 


J igs 


eT . 


my . 


CUGtits SOUL col Sardinia as far as 
Algiers. 


Sicilian Channel. 
ay/ « 


Mersa Matruh:~ in the harbor: 1 escort 
vessol, 5 barges, several small vessels. 


0957 CP 7288 1 destroyer, 1 steamer, course 
oe 


ae 

os 

tigalian Navy: 

oe 7o>) 1 Submarine. 


ieeici ic Was So Slight in the present 
operational area of the boats (escort vessels 
wee. T.5.s), that the disposition of the boats 
promrsed MO Satisfaction. Therefore Captain 
U-boats sent the following radio message to 
meres Otiiacer German Naval Command: 


1 


From 29 June Hamm will be in the operational 
area. 


Ovrom se no alterations. 


emt comnoy Very Slight treatfic off the. 

eee erecOolast, mainly escort vessoals, 
Preoetoly the rosult of the lack of clarity 
Peon ees olulavi0n for the British. 
Pecommitmoo reliable agents! reports 
received by C-in-C (South) however, increased 
Sep orotic Tron the oyrian coast to 
Alexandria, perhaps also troopships. Also 
Mm preiv sol ecte Origin moonlight nights 

Mere OOeNOc2 req Of eiiiciency from stronger 
U-boat operations off the African coast. 


I therefore propose in agreement with Chief 

of Staff to concentrate U-boat operations at 

Mees OLt UMemoyri any coast, with Schonder 
Operating at once for the special reason that 

he has formerly been very ,successful with ll 
Operations as Commander. He ust De paruiculariy 
icky. 


Request speedy decision on 4) as, in the 

G2 n10n of C=in-C (South), prospects are 
Picimoemlarhyetayorablo at present. Request 
teaG you submit a claim for increased air 
reconnaissance directly to C-in-C (South), 


CONFIDENTIAL 


The following radio message was received in 

- reply from Flag Officer German Naval Command: 
Set all U-boats to attack troops wand = suce. 
transports from SyriapPalos tinge poms nd 
to Alexandria. 
Attacks must be carried out right up to the 
coastal route through shallow water. 
Burgel reported: Ina submerged night attack 
on a steamer with two escorts, heard on 
hydrophones and forced back. Both listening 
sets out of order. 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


ee re rt RS SE RO RS 


U 97 CP 5760, 
U 372 Cee 
U 77 CO 9360, 
U 453 CO 9340, 
U 562 CO 5210. 


II. a) Straits south of Sardinia westward 42 a0 am 
Ace eee 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, Mersa Matruh 
AVrCa,g Cre Uc. loxandieia, 


Tits a area 


b) In Mersa Matruh: 2 small warships, 5 barges, 

several small vessels. 

0810 CO 9546 1 escort vessel, easterly Coumaem 

O815 CO V1le7 1 escort Vesset yw Cee eae 
‘destroyer, course 90°. 

0820 CP 7175 4 escort vesselsy 1 M°TVB.y 
l SsU@@inory COoumse = Oor 

0820 CP 7251 2 escort vessels, Seve s ae 
COUrSem ICC. 

0825 off Alexandria 6 - 8 escort vessels, 
l merehant ship, course o0eo, 

08350 CP 7454 2 escort vessels) aesvc1er. 2 
course 90°. 

0830 CO 9584 2 escort vessels, 1 barge, 
course 90°. 

0900 CO 9342 1 torpedoboat, course 90°, 

0650 CP 71435 1 destroyer (?), course 90°. 

O710 CP 7276 2 escort vessels, (sees, 

course 300°, 

O715 CP 7267 2 patrol vesscls, Ista um 
course 270. 

O705 CP 7265 1 cscort vessel, yt aan 
couse 220-8 


1216) S) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


@) 


d) 


6) 


Bywerod eo di rceulon finding, at 1027 


Cee A Vow eritus, Auxi diary craisor. 


1602 CP 7217 British aircraft reported 
surfaced U-boat. 


Poctbe reported: 10050 Ch 7207s Stoamers, 


course 90° ne 


oy 


ay Boats received the following orders: 


Sue) 


BOobs G2ro Sey Of the troop and supply 
transports from Syria, Palestine, 
Port Said to Alexandria. 


Occupy the following attack areas: 

Neumann and Schlippenbach south of the 
parallol in 4988, Neumann between the 
Meomidveans Of 72505 and 7354, Schlippenbach 
to the east as far as the meridian of 8145. 
Como ecrablesirattic observed from 7263 to 
(EOE COmeentrato on this line. Burgel 
ea oimeoneGfowm eri dian of Gell, south of the 
boro lode solee Limitod by tho coast in 
east and south. [vet ere ObsSoOrvied from 
Sele to Sols, Veorcmeatrto as highly 
Probable Wivminm the 200 meter linc. 
Schonder porta of Burgel as far as the 
Poiratilelyor S582, Wamkwor trai iie observed 
on the 200 moter line. 

EMpCCemm@eattic directly undor the coast 
and operate on it evon here. 


All squares ER. 


For own minefioclds soo series number 23/543; 
so far only encmy minefields known aro 

meese di reculy Off tho harbors. In this 
disposition the boats are equally distributod 
on the Haifa - Alexandria route: tho area 
off Port Said romains unoccupied, so that 

the ensuing minelaying operation in this area 
Mom notenaGer yoo difficult for U 561 by ay 
U-boat activity. 

eso (ccmlrcpenbacn) reported by short 
Signal: No traffic in CO 9557. 

U 562 (Hamm) was ordered to proceed to 

CP 5025. He reported his position from 

CO 6414 at 1806. 

U 97 (Burgel) requested position of Italian 
minefields in CP 8322. 


ee 
a 
(Signed) Kreisch. 


i 
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eo June, 


I. 


ii 


ice 


Jy 


eens ae 


a) U 97 CP 8250, 
77 CP 5780, 
CP 7330, 
372 CP 7260 


5eerco Secer 
by aye 


a) Straits south of Sardinia as far as Algiers. 


GC) Glee 
hs 
on 
GN 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, Crete - Sollum 
area, Alexandria, Haifa - Cyprus. 


eee 


b) 0808 CP 7352 2 steamers, course 90°. 
1450 CN 5494 4 steamers, of which 2 were harbor 
= vessels, making for Mersa Sirocco. 
0345 4 units put out from Alexandria. 
O710 CP 5595 3 escort vessels, courses varying. 


c) Beirut reported; 1330 in CP 5953 a surfaced U-boat. 
ony 


e) Italian Navy; 


L7o0 Ci 1630 submarine. 


U 562 (Hamm) was assigned to the operational 

area east of the meridian of CP 5544 as Tama 

the coast, between the parallels of CP 2oeameuas 
CRMSO7e. 

U 97 (BuUrgel) has made a successful attack southwest 
of Haifa and reported busy south - north Uratiaeaee 
the 100 meter line. 


a) U 97 (Burgel) sank a stcamer of 3000 G.R.T. and 
a tanker of 2000 G.R.T. in CP 5953 at 1300. 


Bb) ye 
(Signed) Kreisch. 


29 June, 1942 


U 562 CP 5450, 
U 77 CP 5860, 
U 97 CP 8250, 
U 455° 0P Vesa 
U S72 Cr venar 
U 


ofS put out from Spezia ar [eae 


ier ( JLo 


CONFIDENTIAL 
IL a) Straits south of Sardinia as far as Algiers. 


el. 


my. 


by) Sieilian Channel. 


a) U 453; 2340 CP 7334 2 destroyers, wosterly 
Source. hieh spec. 
Were) OS07 CRES7ly 2 escort Veoscels, So Steance. 
course 70°, speed 8 knots. 
U 572: 03549 CP 7256 convoy, course 184°, 
U $72: 0448 CP 7262 convoy, easterly course. 


Dyowiy « 


ec) 1820 CP 7283 British aircraft reported U-boat 
escaping by submerging. 


el ./. 
e) Italian Navy: 
Me2ome) Gle26 1 submarinc. 


We 7eiocchondsr) and U 372 (Neumann) were 
meewesucd £Or Situation reports. 

Both reports were reccived. Neumann reported 
elegy traitic, slight or no air patrol, up 

CO now no sinkings. Schonder reported no 
meat i ic » : 

U 453 (Schlippenbach) reported at 2540 in 

CP 7554 2 destroyers, westerly course, high 
speed. , 

tec? (Burge!) contacted 3 steamers and 2 cscort 
Meeeols 1m CP 8571 at 0507, POrnarion: is 
steering on a course of 70°, speed & knots. 

U 372 (Neumann) reported a convoy, course 
meen Cr 7256 at 0345. 

At 0448 the boat reported another convoy in 

fee coc. casterly course. 

The following radio message was received from 
Flag Officer German Naval Command: 

"Change in the situation compels me to keep 
fvory available officer herc. ie ren ore 
eannot spare Lt. Cdr. Oehrn at present." 


BU a/ « 
Pe s/s 


(Signed) Krceisch. 


nn eee meand 


30 June, 1942 


I. 


562 CP 5290, 
77 CP 5860, 
97 UP 8250, 
orp 7550, 
B72 En 75 10, 
375 CJ 5450. 


a) 


Se eperere 


cod ff (le 


4 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ways 
Ii. By) ae 


b) Sicilian Channel, Malta area, Alexandria area, 
POPE Said.) Harte. sein, 


Tins Os 


b) 0800 CP 8327 1 gunboat, 5 steamers, course 30°. 

eeeo CP 7279 & destroyers, Ovecce cn. ae 
1 steamer, course 270°. 

Peao 1 large unit put out from Alexandi as 
In Haifa and Beirut embarkation oF 
Lroeps recesnizagikc. 

O750 CP '7329 1 torpedoboat, 2 small stvcameuee 
course 90°, 


c) 0800 CP 8351 cover name "Tomtom" attacked ag 

aa. rerai om 

1355 CP 5955 auxiliary ship reported a Suriage 
‘= oan 

1548 CP 8545 Haifa reported a surfaced U-boat. 

1857 CP 7161 aircraft reported a surfaced Ue beams 
course 60°, speed 8 knots. 

2eou8 CP 8327 Haifa reported a surfaced U-boat. 

0050 CP 5838 aircraft reported a U-boat. 


d) wae 
Cs). 


iV. A short signal and a radio message have een heaws 
but could not be taken down properly because of 
strong atmospherics. The radio message was from 
U 372 (Neumann) as was the short signal probably. 

A request was made for them to be repeated. 

At 2245 a radio message was received from U 372. 
The boat reported that it successfully attacked the 
convoy sighted yesterday at 0448 in CP 7236 and 
that eastbound traffic was heavy. 


Vs a) U 372 (Neumann) reported: A transport of 13,000 : 
G.R.T., belonging to the second convoy, sunk in 
CP egier. Heavy eastboound “trai ec. 


oy ae 
Note: 
Italian Radio Intercept Service situation report read: 


At 08350 the leader of a destroyer formation, which 

is in the Alexandria zone, sent a tactically opera@puomes 
telegram to a unit of the convoy escort, and another 
Short tactical Most Timmediate telegram followed. 
Probably these units had encountered U-boats,. It a 
possible that this radio message referred to the attack 
by Neumann. 


Vi. 1815 Captain U-boats left on duty trip to Messinas 


(Signed) Kreisch. 


